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THE 



P R E F A C E. 



TH E Author's defign, in- the fol- 
lowing Ihects, is to Ihew what 
mighty evils have fallen upon Mankind 
by difputes amongft Churchmen about 
the ufe and meaning of certain words, 
hard to be i^mderftood and. almoft im- 
poffible to be explained, and thence to 
perfuade men, if he can, to be more 
moderate in the ufe of thefe uncertain 
terms, or, at leaft, not to be fo furious^ 
as many have been, in compelling others 
to ufe them likewife. 
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vi The PREFACE. 

As it is evident that the Proteftant 
Religion, like Primitive Chriftianity, is 
founded upon the natural inherent right 
that every man has to judge for him- 
felf, he hopes that no Proteftant will 
" think a man faulty becaufe he may dif- 
fer, in fome fentiments, from the Re- 
ligion *which happens to be eftablilhed 
in the Country he^Kves in, if he mo- 
deft ly affigns his reafons, and humbly 
propofes the means for reconciling all 
difFcrences* 

We are continually forming fchemes 
for advancing the Proteftant Religbn 
and deprcffing Popery, becaufe we are 
perfuaded that one promotes, and the 
oth^r prevents, the happinefs of Man- 
kind. But we do not feem fufficientiy 
to confidcr wherein Proteftaniifm itfelf 
confifts. All acknowledge, in general,, 
that it confifts in renouneiKg the Errors 
of Popery^ : and here they mention fome 

particulars, 
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particulars^ as the Popes Supremacy^ 
TfAnfubftantiation, Pulsatory, Indulgen- 
ces, and others. But this is only ftrik^ 
ing at feme branches while the Root of 
all the Evil, the Spirit ef impofing tfur 
own fenfe cf things up&n others^ is fuffer* 
cd to remain. But the true Proteftant 
Principle, of allowing Private Judgment^ 
would effeftually extirpate this bitter 
Root, would give Human Reafon it's 
proper employment, and reftore the Word 
of God to it*s original dignity, . by mak* 
ing it alone the Standard of Truth and 
Orthodoxy. 

Protestants now fee the follies 
they have been guilty of, for more than 
two hundred years paft, in dilputingy 
with great acrimony, amongft themfelvcs,. 
concerning the Outfides of Religion, 
fuch as Kneelings, Bowings, Standings^ 
Croffings, Rings, Surplices, Hoods, 
Cowls, Altars and fuch like Articles^ 
We all now acknowledge that thefe 

things 
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things may be where true Religion isj 
and that true Religion may be very well 
without them. The great inconvenience 
of them is, that w^hen they are once 
admitted, ignorant people look upon 
them as real parts of Religion, juft as 
the foolilh Indians looked upon the 
Cloaths of the Europeans, who firft ar^ 
rived in their Country, as real parts of 
their Bodies. Therefore the Author 
humbly thinks that the lefs of outward 
Ornaments there is in Religion^ the lefs 
is it liable to be corrupted or mifun- 
dcrftood; and that true and acceptable 
worlhip to God fhould always be repre- 
fcnted to the People as confifting intire- 
ly ia Spirit and in Truth : And there- 
fore that a plain Liturgy and Service, 
might be compofed, from the Holy- 
Scriptures, in fuch general Terms, as 
few Chriftians could have any Objeftions 
againft : for it would feem, that what 
is defigned for general ufe fhould not 
be expreffed in th^ diftinguifhing man- 
ner 
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ner or language of any one party; other- 
wife there is laid the foundation of ever- 
lafting difputes and difpka&re, fo con- 
trary to the defigns of true Chriftianity. 
And if fuch a comprchenfive Service 
were inftituted, this would, ftill, leave 
every man to enjoy his own private opi- 
nions, and the whole Society be united 
in the Bonds of Mutual Love and For- 
bearance. 

We all obferve that the Protcftant Re- 
ligion gains but very little upon Popery. 
The Reafon feems to be, that the Pa^ 
pifb arc conmtent with themfeives, m 
refolving the whole of their Religion 
into the Decifions of their Clergy, whom 
they call the Church ; whereas Proteftants 
who prpfefe to found all their Religicm 
in the Right of Private Judgment to in- 
terpret Scripture, are not confident with 
themfelves in this profeflion. The Au- 
thority of their Clergy, whom they too 
call the Churchy is fuppofed to determine 

on 
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on the true meaning of it amongft al- 
moft every Seft of thcmr So that the 
fame Arguments which they ufe againfl 
this aflumed power of Popery, are often 
with a greater force, retorted upon thcm- 
felves. 

Several of our good Bifhops iee. 
and feel this to be the cafe, and wifh 
that they were not obliged to infift upon 
a Subfcription and Declaration of an un- 
feigned AJfent and Confent from the Cler- 
gy, to what has been authoritatively de- 
termined for them beforehand. And 
many of the Clergy complain that they 
are thus precluded from the right of 
judging in thefe important matters for 
themfelves, and are, by law, obliged to 
take up and -defend the opinions of Men 
who were dead long before they themfelves 
were born ; and for no other reafon, but 

becaufe thefe were their opinions. 

-1. 

Almost 
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Almost every body fees that'thefe. 
things are wrong. Should not every bo- 
dy then drive to fct them right ? The un- 
dertaking is indeed arduous. It may be 
followed by the Lofs of worldly Jioriors and 
preferment, and by an enraged perfecution 
of empaffionated zealots, with numbers 
of whom every party abounds. Therefore 
this Caufe however glorious, is prudently 
declined. How few venture to Ipeak 
out their real Sentiments ! Archdeacon 
Orr, in the Preface to his Excellent Book 
on the Theory of Religion, ' has thefc 
remarkable words, « To complete the 

* Scheme ayhich the Author had fome 

* time revolved in his mind, another 

* Traft fhould bp added to this, upon 

* the External and Political State of Re- 

* ligion. But though he had made fome 

* progrefs in fketching out a generai 
^ plan of fuch a work, yet as he fore- 
^ faw that the profecution of it would 

* lead him into a wide field of contro- 

* veriy 
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* verfyt where very wife and good mcrt 

* would be found to differ greatly, he 

* chofe to drop the defign ; and will not 

* hereafter probably refume it.' But I 
heartily wilh ibmething may happen to 
make fcim alter his reiblution. 

The Author of thefe Iheets hopes it 
will appear, to any one who fhall read 
them, that he is not an enemy to any 
Man's PeHbn. He declares himfelf a 
Friend to all his Fellow Creatures : And 
indeed defires nothing in this world fb 
much as to promote their happinefs, by 
uniting them in the ftrongeft bonds of 
kindncfi and mutual Good-will. 
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A N 

AT T E MP T 

TOEXPLAINtHE • 

Words Reason, ^c. 

TH E ufe of words is to convey the 
ideas of one perfon to jmothcr, and 
thus to cany on a comnmnication 
of fentiments, which is the foundation of 
all intercourfe among focial beings. Words 
may be communicated to the eye by certain 
charafters which we call writing ; or to the 
car by certain- articulate founds which we 
call fpeech. Now as thefe charafteis or 
founds have not any thing in them which 
naturally exprefs ideas, feveral people and 
nationi h^vc invented fev^al kindi of them 

B to 
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10 carry on their ntceflary mutxial com- 
merce : and hen(;:e ariics the vaft variety 
of writings and languages in the world, 
every nation, and almofl every province, 
having fomewhat peculiarly their own. 
Nay frequently the fame word in the fame 
country, and often by the fame perlbn, is 
\lfed in a literal, metaphorical or anological 
fenfe, which muft make the meaning of it 
very different. No wonder then that men 
ihould frequently mifapprehend each other 
in the ufe of thefe figns, which are fo va- 
riable and arbitrary. Therefore it is quite 
iieccflary that in our difquifitions after truth 
when we make ufe of equivocal terms, 
fuch as admit of different meanings or may 
convey different ideas, we define and fettle 
before-hand the particular determinate 
fenfe in which we ufe thefe terms. For if 
we fometimes take them in one, and fome- 
times in another fenfe, 'v^ indeed retain 
the words, but we lofe fight of the things 
which we pretend to exprefs by them. 
For want of this method in proceeding, 

we 
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wc fee fo many logomachies or ftrange 
difputes in the world arifing from the dif- 
ferent acceptations of the fame words ; 
which difputes have occafioned more evil 
amongft us than perhaps any other caufe. 
What lover of mankind, then, would not 
endeavour to put a flop to this mifchief J 
Let us agree about the meaning of the 
words wc ufe in controverfy and I believe 
we fhall foon be agreed in the things. 

O F all the words in nfe none have oc- 
cafioned more altercation than thofe men- 
tioned in my title. What volumes have 
been written! what parties have been railed I 
what maflacres have been committed f 
what wars have been carried on ! what 
vaft countries have been depopulated and 
laid wafte ! by difputes concerning the 
meaning of thefe words- And though 
men have been engaged in thefe difputes 
for fifteen hundred - years and more, they 
do not know what they are difput- 
.ing about to this day. Every party 

B 2 infcribt^ 



[ 4 3 

Infcribcs fcrtain Cabaliflic terms on their 
banners^ and imaginejthere is Ibme thing {o 
ibarming in them that all mankind (hould 
range themfclves under their proteftion. 
Nay different parties make ufc of the 
fame words, and every one fays, they only 
have a right to ufe them ; and their fe- 
veral votaries moft firmly believe their 
feveral pretenfions. Surely it would be 
happy for mankind then, if they would 
all agree to enquire into the true mean- 
ing of thofe enchanting words, that they 
ixiay not any longer be impofed upon 
l>y them. None can be againft fuch 
enquiry but thofe who think it their 
intereft to keep up the difputes. It 
IS undoubtedly for the happinefs of all 
others to know the truth of thcfe matters •, 
for when once men come to fee how they 
have been amufed and impofed upon 
they would wonder how they fufFered 
themfelves to be wrought up to animofity 
againft each other on thefe accounts ; they 
Mrill drop their ccmtentions and treat one 

another 
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another with kindncfs and benevolence 
Happy alteration ! What pains or trouble 
can be too great to bring it about ! 
and here I molt ardently pray to the 
God of all confolation to pour out the 
fpirit of peace and good will upon ail 
mankind, and thereby promote his glory 
m the higheft. 

O p all the words in our language 
the meaning of the word REASON 
is the moft ambiguous. Sometimes it is 
taken for that fitnefs in fubjedts to one 
another which is natural and independent 
on will and pleafure j as when we fay 
that fuch or fuch a thing is agreeable 
or contrary to the reafon of things. 
Sometimes it is taken for human capa- 
city or comprehenfion, as in that trite 
obfervation. That many things are abov§ 
our reafon which are not contrary to our 
reafon : for the meaning of that fentencc 
muft be, if it has any meaning at all, 
that there are many things which wc have 

B 3, 03 
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no capacity to comprehend. And this 
indeed every man, who reflefts ever fo 
little upon human nature, muft be fully 
convinced of. From which I would there- 
fore juft make this remark, that we can 
no more, argue upon fuch fubjedb, than 
we can defcribe objefts which are con- 
fefledly out of fight. Sometimes the 
word reafon is taken for the caufe or in- 
ducement which hath prevailed upon us 
to aft after this or that manner rather 
than any other, as, when we fay. This- 
was my reafon for afting thus or thus. 
Sometimes it fignifies the argument 
by which we prove any truth or de^ 
teft any falftiood, as, we fay a thing^ 
muft be true or falfc for this or that 
reafon. Sometimes it fignifies the hurnan 
intelleft or undcrftanding *, as in this 

fentence, 

f Human intelled or underftatiding I take ta 
be that faculty of the mind by which it perceives 
objedls fuitable to it, and which may be commu- 
nicated to it by various means. 
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fcntencc. The Supreme Being expeds to 
be fcrved by us according to that por- 
tion of reafon which he hath imparted to 
us. Sometimes by reafon we mean the 
moral fenfe, moral virtue in general, or 
more particularly the virtue of jufticc -, as 
when we fay, it is contrary to reafon to 
make one. law for ourfelves and another 
for other people ; and thus we call a man 
good who is governed more by reafon 
than by appetite and paflion. And fome- 
timcs it is taken for the power of faculty 
of judging or drawing a conclufion from 
promifes, which is the greateft mean by 
which we arrive at knowledge. The 
difference between the knowledge of God 
and of his intelligent creatures is, that he 
knows and fees all things, with all their 
poifible combinations and circumftan- 
ces, by intuition^ at one view. Where- 
as we come to our knowledge by flow 
degrees, and after many deduftions of 
one thing from another. But as all 
good things come from God, we could 

B 5 not 
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not poflibly have any knowledge at all 
unlefs he had been pleafed to commviril- 
cate to us fome portion of his own 
divine knowledge,* and made us to per- 
ceive and fee by intuition, and at the 
firft viewj fome certain truths that wc 
call Axioms, Data, or felf-evident prin- 
ciples, which, by the ufe of our reafon 
or faculty of comparing and judging, 
ihould lead us en to other truths, and 
raife us ftep by ftep to larger views 
and more extenfive knowledge. This is 
the highcft and rnoft proper fenfe of the 
iKford REASON : and this includes 
the intcUeftual, the moral, and the dif- 
curfive powers of the mind : the two 
former as certain principles, the latter as 
^the power of comparing objefts which 
are thus prefented to us with each other, 
and thereby finding out wherein they 
agree or difagree. This is what we 
commonly call Reafoning, or cxercifing 
our REASON. This is the charafte- 
riftic of human nature, this diftinguiflies 

man 
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man from all the other .animals of the 
earth, and makes them wifer than the 
beafts that perifti. The very definition 
of a MAN is, that he is a rational or 
a reafonable creatiire. This is his glory : 
This is his honour. 

From what hath been faid then. We 
may obferve that REASON is two-fold, 
Intrinfic and Extrinfic. Intrinfic Realbn 
is a complex idea, ^nd comprehends the 
intelleftual, the moral, and the difeurfivc 
powers of the mind. Extrinfic Reafoa 
is what affefts thefe powers from with- 
out, and induces the intrinfic faculties 
to aft -, ''and hereby all fubjefts, within 
our comprehenfion, become the objefts 
of our mental reafon* Every thing, 
from the bowels of the earth to the 
moft diftant ftars, employs our reafon. 
All the duties which flow from the va- 
rious relations we bear to the great 
variety of beings around us, all coftic 
under the cognizance aiid examination ot 

B 5 our 
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our rcalbn. Yea the cxiftence and attri- 
butes of the Supreme Being himfelf arc 
found out and judged of by it. So ex- 
tenlive, fo univerfal is human reafon. It 
is, or ought to be, to every man, the 
teft of truth and proper guide 6f life. 
But fome will fay, the particular revela- 
tion which God hath made of his will 
in the Holy Scriptures is the cnly crite- 
rion or ftandard of truth, and therefore 
muft be our guide in all cafes, whether it 
be agreeable to our reafon or not. This 
objedtion fcems to fuppofe that Divine 
Revelation nmy not be agreeable to rea- 
fon, which is but a bad compliment to 
any revelation • Now this argument put 
into form ftands thus. Whatever God 
hath been pleafed to give us as the cri- 
terit>n or ftandard by which we are to 
judge of truth ftiould be our guide in 
all cafes. But God hath been pleafed to 
give us the Holy Scriptures as the cri- 
terion or ftandard of truth. Therefore 
they Ihould be our guide in all cafes. 

Very 
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Very true) Let us now apply the fame 
argument to the faculty of reafon. 
Whatever God hath b«en pleafed to give: 
us as the criterion or ftandard by which 
we are to judge of truth Ihould be our 
guide * in all cafes. But God hath been 
pleafed to give us our reafon as the crite- 
rion or ftandard of truth* Therefore it 
fhould be our guide in all cafes. It is 
certain that our gracious Creator hath given 
us reafon as well as revelation, and great 
part of the bufmcfs of this faculty is to 
judge concerning revelation itfelf. For 
. befide the true revelation, we fee in the 
world a great many writings or fcriptures, 
produced at feveral times, by confident 
people, as revelations coming from God, 
which have moft certainly been the im- 
poftures of men. We might give ma- 
ny inftances in the heathen world, in 
the grand Goran of Mahomet; the de- 
crees of many councils, the Rofary of 
St. Dominic, and a thoufartu legendary 
tales, amongft ^fome who call themfelves 

Chriftians, 
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Chriftians. Now in this great variety 
and oppofition of revelations how ihatt 
we diftinguifh the right one ? They can- 
not an be true, becaufc they contradict 
one another. We ought not to be im- 
pofed upon, and our reafon al$ne is what 
can prevent it. Do not all parties pretend 
to argue in favour of their own fyftem ? 
And what fhall determine concerning 
the force of their feveral arguments ? 
Is • not the appeal univerfally made to 
reafon ? Do not all agree in making that 
the Dernier Refort in all their difputes. 
And yet notwithftanding this^ fome peo- 
ple are fo inconfiftent as to argue againft 
the. ufe of reafon itfelf^ and bring ar- 
guments to prove that arguments ftiould 
have no force in matters of religion. 
But fuch people do religion no fervice. 
They rather expofe than defend it by 
foch a conduft. We fliould be greatly 
difgufted at the abfurdity of a man 
who would ferioufly advife us to clofe 
our ears in order to judge of a line piece 

of 
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i>( mufic, or ftiut our eyes to behold a 
fine pifture. No lefs abfurd is the en-, 
thufiaft who charges us not to ufe our 
reafon in confidering all points of reli- 
gion, which are certainly the moft rea- 
ibnable fubjefts in the world for conli- 
deratidn. As the fight and hearing are 
faculties given us by our gracious Creator 
to perceive objefts refpcftively fuitfed to 
them, our reafon, which is by far our 
moft excellent faculty, muft have it's 
objects too. And therefore men have 
always reafoned not only concerning the 
objefts of fenfe, but concerning the mora- 
lity .of adtions, the world of fpirits, yea 
concerning the being and perfedtions of 
the blefled God himfel£ By reafon we 
perceive him in our own wondrous frame, 
and in the wife conftitution of the uni- 
verfe. By this we fee him and feel him 
on our right hand and on our left, and 
find ourfelvcs ericompafied every moment 
by his immediate prefence Since God 
hath then blefled us with this excellent 

faculty 
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faculty, fhall we difdain his gift^ refufe 
to ufe it, and even pretend to give as a 
reafon for this refufal, that it is extremely 
weak and liable to be impofed upon. But 
this is a great miftake, for there is 
fcarce a common tradefman, though little 
verfed in the artificial rules of logic, but 
has fenfe enough to difcover the fallacy 
of a fophifm or inconclufive argument. 
But here lies the great evil, that in exer- 
cifing this faculty, of realbn, men often 
impofe v^on themfelves, by pretending 
to underftand things which they do not, 
and by proceeding in their difputations 
upon wrong principles ; for in all reafon- 
ing it is neceflary, there fliould be fome 
Data, feme acknowledged truths to build 
upon. If then through the prejudice of 
education, which is prejudging things be- 
fore we have examined them, or through 
an unhappy obftinacy of temper, we take 
certain propofitions for felf-evident or 
fufficiently proved, which are really falfe, 
and argue upon them, the fault is not in 

our 
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our reafon but in our prqudice or ob* 
ftinacy. A perfon of the church of Rome 
will argue thus — We ought to fubmit 
to the authority of God in matters of re- 
ligion. — But the authority of a council of 
l^ifhops is the authority of God — there- 
fore we ought to fubmit to the authority 
of a council of biftiops in matters of re- 
ligion. This is juft reafoning. The con- 
clufion neceffarily follows from thefe pre- 
mifcs. Taking this conclufion then for 
granted they will build upon it, as upon 
a fure foundation, fuch a fuperftrufture of 
argumentation as will demonftrate any 
thing they pleafe. Nay they will prove 
that we are not to ufe our underftanding, 
fenfc or reafon, at all in matters of religion. 
And this is no idle (peculation, but what 
they have aftually reduced to pofitive 
praftice. For thus they addrels God in 
their daily devotions ; ^ Lord, I believe 
' plainly and fincerely whatever thy Holy 
* Catholicj, Apoftolic and Roman church 
' teacheth me touching any of thy moft 

* divine 
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* divine myftcries and doftrincs. Hcreui? 

* I utterly renounce the judgment of my- 

* fcnfes and all human underftanding, and 

* depend only on thy divine and inexpli- 

* cable Omnipotence,* Prayers in the mai- 
nual before, mafs. And I heartily wiftr 
that fuch language had been ufed only by 
them, who thus acknowledge to the world 
that their myfteries and doftrines are not 
the objefts of common fenfe, underftand- 
ing or reafon ; and boldly charge God with 
what proteftants think abfurdity and non- 
fenfe. The receiving this one pofition as 
a truth, that we are to give up our fenfe^ 
underftanding or reafon, and implicitly to 
fubmit to the determination of others, hath 
been the occafion of all the intpoftures in 
j-eligion amongft Pagans, Mahometans,, 
and Chriftians of every denomination^ 
For they would all perfuade us that it is a 
compliment to Almighty God to renounce 
and give up the ufe of that faculty witK 
which he hath dignified us, whereby alom 
we can diftinguifti truth from error, and 

condu6b 
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•onduft ourfelves as he would have uS. 
And to whom arc we to give it up ? Why 
every fed and every cnthufiaft lays cl^m 
to this compliment, and they fcverally 
aflert, with the higheft confidence; that 
they alone are deputed by him to receive 
it : and they tell us, that we are in the 
greateft danger indeed, if we yield it up to 
any other but themfelves. But I think a 
man very ill deferves the chara&cr of a ra- 
tional creature, if he gives it up to any of 
them at all. God hath given it to every 
man for his own ufe. But thefe defigning 
people would make their own ufe both of 
him and it. 

' Akd now I think we may determine what 
.Mental Reafon is, and wherein the ufe and 
abufe of it confifts. It is that "^Kulty of 
the mind, by which it perceives natural and 
moral objeds, compares them with each 
other, and thence forms a judgment con- 
cerning them. The ufe of it is to receive 
thefe objedts fairly before it, and to judge 

of 
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of them honcftly as they appear. The 
abufe of it is to renounce and difclaim it 
altogether, or fufFer it to be perverted and 
byaflcd either in receiving thefe objefts or 
in forming a judgment concerning them i 
and this abufe may be committed by preju- 
dice, by obftinacy, by worldly intereft,: by- 
attachment to a party, or by an abfurd 
pride which will not fuffer a man to ac- 
knowledge that he was ever in the wrongs 
Tbefe are, every one of them, great occa- 
lions of the abufe of reafon, and therefore 
every man who values himfelf upon being 
a rational creature, fhould take all the care 
he can to keep himfelf clear of them. 

I DO not know whether I fhould take up 
my own or the reader's time in mentioning 
two other acceptations of the word reafon,. 
becaufc they evidently carry fo much of in- 
fult and abfurdity in them; and thefe arc 
reafons of Jiate and reafons of great guns^ 
Pcrfons who have the government of ftates 
intrufted to them, when they commit afts 

of 
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of perfidy, injuftice and violence againft 
their own fubjeds or againft any foreign 
power, whatever may have been their real 
motive, they fcreen themfelves, as they 
think, from reproach, by alledging, it 
was done for certain reafons offtate. Which 
expreffion therefore is always taken in a bad, 
but never in a good, fenfe, and fignifies that 
fomething hath been perpetrated very un- 
reafonable and contrary to the common 
rules of juftice. And as for the reafon of 
great gunSy I muft acknowledge it is very 
forcible, and often fucceeds when other 
reafons fail. It was quite agreeable to the 
charafter of Lewis XIV. to infcribe on his 
canon Ratio ultima regum, the laft 
reafon of kings : and I have heard that ano- 
ther prince of the fame turn ufed to call 
his guns, Suprcma Lex. Thus many of 
thefe mortals who are vefted with fovereign 
power, and fet up at the head of nations 
to govern the world by Reafon and Law, 
employ this very power to overturn and 
deftroy wha^ it was defigned to defend, and 

impudently 
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impudently and profanely call their brutal 
tyranny and violence by thefe divine names*, 
And I fuppofe the gentleman took the hint 
from the aforefaid pious King of France, 
who wrote upon the gate of the Inquifition 
atLifbon^ ratio ultima CL£aicoauM# 



Of SUBSTANCE ^nd PERSON, 

These arc words which to a common 
Englifh reader may feem to carry fuch dif- 
ferent meanings that he may perhaps woiir- 
der to fee them joined in the explanation 
of each other. But before he hath read 
out this effay, I believe he will be. convin- 
ced of the neceffity of confidering them 
together. They are originally Latin, and 
have been both fubftituted one after ano- 
ther as tranflarions of the fame Greek word 
"TTroroiTii Hypoftafis. Therefore we will 
firft confider them as Latin worcjs, and then 

how 
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Jiow they came, as occaiion required, to 
be both ufed inftead of the fame Greek 
word. The word Substance, aceordifig 
to it's Etymology, fignifies (exadiy as the 
Greek word Hypoftafis) fomewhat which 
ftands under or fupports fomething: and 
therefore the phitofophers define it as a 
Being' fubfifting of itfelf. But as I pro- 
pofed to explain the feveral meanings of 
the words in my title, I beg leave here 
juft to obferve that the word Subftance is 
fometimes taken in a metaphorical fenfe, 
and then fignifies clofenefs, compadlnefs, 
folidity ; as when we handle a well made 
piece of Stuff, we fay, it has good Sub- 
ftance in it. Sometimes it is taken in an 
analogical fenfe, and then it fignifies a 
man^s revenue, income, or property; as 
we fay of a wealthy perfon. That he is a 
man of Subftanxre. For as Subftance fup- 
ports all the various modes of beings, fo 
a man's property and eftate fupports all the 
various modifications of his expences. 
But let us return to it's original and philo- 

ibphic 
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Ibphic fenfc, as a Being fubfifting of itfelf. 
The idea of a Being is the moft general 
and abftraded idea we can form. And 
BEING by Philofophers is divided into Sub- 
llance, and the qualities of Subftance which 
they call Accidents or Modes. By thefc 
modes aUne we have ideas conveyed to our 
minds of any objefts whatfoever. But as 
it is impoffible they fhould exift without 
Subftance to fupport them, we are as fure 
of the exiftence of Subftance as of modes. 
But what this Subftance is, the moft acute 
Philofopher, is at as great a lofs to deter- 
mine as the meaneft peafant. We fee but 
the outfide and the aftions of Subftance:, 
but what the eflence or inward conftitution 
of it is, we know not. We find in our- 
fclves reafon, will, love^ hope and other 
mental powers, but are we not quite ig- 
norant of the Subftance in which thefe pow- 
ers rcfide ? The pen I am now writing 
with hath many conftituent parts, the bar- 
rel, the pith, the plumage, all of different 
qualities and confiftence: But can I fay 

whether 






whether dicfe feveral parts are of the fame 
or different Subftance ? Or even whether 
the ink be of the fame or a different Sub- 
ftance from the pen ? Sir Isaac Newton 
hath offered it as a conjefture that all the 
original conflitiient particles of matter may 
be of the fame Subftance, and even of the 
fame form ; and that the vaft variety we 
fee in the world may arife from the different 
combinations and motions of thefe original 
particles. But even fuppofing this were 
proved, which is far from being the cafe, 
we are ftill at as great a lofs as ever. For 
who could yet fay, what is the Subftance 
of thefe particles. We have no princi- 
ples to go upon in an enquiry after a fo- 
lution of that queftion. We arc loft in 
the fearch,- and therefore are forced to 
give it over as infcrutable. What Sub- 
ftance thiin is, in a philofophic fenfe, no 
man can find out: nor can perhaps the 
moft exalted cherub in the higheft Hea- 
ven. The knowledge of this Iccms pe- 
culiar to the Deity who is felf exiftent, 

uncaufed. 
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untAufed, Original Subftance, and from 
whom alone all other Subftances ema«> 
0at;e and proceed. It was the opinion 
of Spinofa that there is but one Sub- 
ftance in the tiniverfe, that it hath ex- 
ifted always and will cxift for ever; 
and that the vaft variety of being$ in 
it are only different modifications of this 
Subllance. And this to *EN or one Sub- 
ftance he calleth God. This fcheme of his, 
though fupported with great fubtility and 
wit, is really fo full of abfurdities, that it 
is n6w moft juftly exploded. But he is 
thought to have taken it up from the ab* 
ftrufe and cndlefs difputes which haye been 
carried on in the world for very many 
centuries, whether the Son of God be of 
the fame Subftance with the Father : for 
he is fuppofed to argue thus with himfelf 
If, according to the prevailing hypothefis, 
two diftinft intelligent beings can be of 
one and the fame Subftance, why may not 
three! if three, why may not four! if 
four, why may not four tjioufand ! and fo 
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on» aay number^ ad in%itwpu 
to what wild ^extravagjaofii^ mqi otafr .be . 
carried by admitting <mic yggiagf: pij^iiciple, ^ 
Should we not then be extremely i^odei^> 
and cautioi5js in arguing ugon topijpfi whicb 
we cannot have any idea pf fl^j^hat abfijrd ; 
difputes have been carried, on amongft 
Philofophers* arid Chriftians ^'of :ail feds 
and denominations coricernuig fubjefts 
which all acknowledge, at the fame time 
to be inexplicabie! furely we had better 
never begin the difpute at all which we 
know before hand can never be ended v 
And that concerning Subftance is lurely' 
one of thefe. ^ ' 
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But fince we can make nothing of Sub* 
ftance, let us try if we can Thcceed bet- ^^ 
ter. in Perfon. This word, according to --. 
it's etymology, originally fignifies the mafk, ::. 
which was worn by the Roman players 
when they aded their parts upon the ftage* 

* Some alledging. that the only Subftance intb 
univerfe is matter, and others allowing of no Sab < 
ftance bat Spirit. - 
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Thcfc malks were painted in the feveral 
charafters which thefe aftors were to at 
lume ; asid openings made in the mouth, 
through which the voice founded to 
the audience. Hence, in a little timo 
the verb perfonare came to figiiify to imi- 
tate the aftions or charafter of another 
man, and in this fenfe it is ufed in our 
own language even to this day. The 
jioun came to fignify the ftation of life 
any* man appeared in ; and agreeably 
to this, we fay that an upright judge, 
like God, is no Refpedtor of Perfons^ 
then the Human* Body and it's external 
qualities, which were continually repre- 
sented in all their varieties on the ftagc ; 
and then they made ufc of thefe expref- 
fions, a comely . perfon, a tall perfon, 
an handfome perfon, &c. And then it 
came to be united to the qualities . of the 
mind and a generous perfon, a worthy 
perfon, and the like, became very common. 
Phrafes. And fometimes it is ufed to 
fignify an Individual of the Human Kind 

as 
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as endowed with fome of thefe mental and 
corporeal qualities* But it was never ap-' 
plied to any other Species of Being till ' 
the latter end of die fourth Centurjr, 
when it was brought into the Chriftian 
Divinity to denote fomediing, that »e» 
mains ftill unintelligible, relating to the 
Deity, upon the following occafion. But 
here I beg to be indulged in giving a Ihort 
hiftorical account of what I think is nc- " 
ceflary to introduce this occafion pro- ; 
perly, . Some Centuries before the Birth.* 
of our Saviour, Alexander King of Ma- "" 
cedon and his Succeflbrs, with their Gre- 
cian Armies, had conquered Afia, Egypt, ' 
&c, and carried their Learning and Lan- 
guage into all thefe Eaftern Countries* 
The Grecian Philofophy and polite Arti 
being thus introduced, came to flourifli 
as much in fome of thefe conquered na- 
tions as ever they had done at Athens 
itfelf. The Ptqlomies founded noble 
Schools and a magnificent Library at 
Alexandria «, and many Afiatic Princes 
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did the likehj their relpeaivc Dommions> 
The Romans, a little before our Saviour's 
Birth, had made themfelves Mafters oiF 
thefe Countries, which they found dius 
grccianized both in their Language and 
Manners. Th|^e Ronians, furprized and 
delighted with the Elegance of tJbe Greeks, 
foon polifhed themfelves by it^ and be- 
came Poets, Orators and Philofophers, 
intirdy upon the Grecian Plan. Thus 
thefe Arts were tranfUted to Rotpe, and 
fixim thence diffi^e(^j.ovcr the Wcftern, 
as they had been over the Eaftern, parts 
of the world* Tilings jvere in this fitu- 
ation when the Apoftles were fent out 
to preach the Go^eL They found the 
world indeed immerfed in Idolatry and 
Vice : But moft people were ufed to rcfled:i 
t6 argue, and difpute. There were Phi- 
lofophers every where. Thus was Man- 
kind prepared for liflening to the Doftrine 
of thefe new Preachers, and for exarai- 
ning the proofs thj^t. were brou^t to 
confina it. The Confequence was glorious 

for 
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for Chriftianity, The more it was fxa- 
mined, the more it prevailed: And the 
moft learned men of the world, in a few 
years, made public profeflion of it, 'and 
thought it their highcft honor to de- 
clare themfelves it's moft zealous Cham* 
pions, even to the Death. What contri- 
buted veiy much to this glorious event 
was an Inftitution of Philofophers, begun 
at Alexandria by Potamon, who had been 
a Platonic, luft about the time of Qur 
Saviour's Birth. This Se£t was founded 
upon the moft generous plan, of exami- 
ning every opinion by !whomfoever it; 
was propofed, ' and embriacing the truth 
wherever they (hould find it. They cuU 
led out from every I'hilofbpher what was 
excellent in him, and without confining 
themfelves to any Maft:er, or any Sett of 
Hypotheies^ they only propofed to exa-* 
mine all^ and chufe the beft. Hence they 
took the name of EckSHcs^ or the Chu- 
fers. This was an excellent preparation 
for the Chriftian Religion, f^ that when 
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the Gofpcl was preached at Alexandria, 
fcveral of thcfe £cle£tic Philofophcrs em- 
braced it, and having become Dolors 
amongft the Chriftians, founded the fa- 
mous Chriftian Catechetical School of 
that City. The firft who prefided in it 
was Athenagoras. He was fucceeded by 
Pantaenus and he by -Clement of Alex- 
andria, who ^xprcfly declares Himfelf a» 
Eclcftic. And he was fucceeded in this 
Employment by the great Origen. This 
Ecleiftic method fpread itfelf from Egypt 
into all the Provinces of Afia and Africa, 
The Chriflians were indeed confined in it 
fomcwhat more than the Pagans, but in 
time they likewife came to take great 
liberties, by . tranfplanting into .their Re- 
ligion fcveral of the ancient Philofophers' 
Tenets. In morality they chiefly follow- 
ed the Stoics, whofe Precepts they found 
very agreeable to the Gofpel,. But, from ' 
the too good opinion they had of them, 
they followed them likewife in what was 
bad, in an aufterity and feverity much 

greater 
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greater than Jcfus Ghrift and his Apoftles 
have required. This gave rife to th« 
humor of placing much Religion in re- 
tiring into Defarts and monafleries, and 
abftaining from fome forts of food, ci- 
ther perpetually or at particular feafons- 
The Ecleftics did not find that any of 
the Philofophers had written better upon 
the Divinity and Genii, the Soul and 
diefe things that do not fall under the 
fenfes, than Plato and his followers, and 
therefore they adopted very many .,of 
their notions in thefe , matters. It was 
their opinion that the Genii, as fo many- 
Angels or Meflengers, were employed 
by God in condu&ing the affairs of men 3, 
and this introduced amongH Chriftia^ns 
the worjfliip of Angels and departed 
faints. In Logic the Ecledics preferred 
Ariftotle before all others, and fo came 
to employ the Diftinftions and Subtilities 
of this Philofopher in explaining the 
Dodtrines of our Holy Religion; and 
hence was introduced all that dark un- 
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• jfttelfigible ♦ metaphyfital jargon into the 
Ghiiftian Theology which hath dbCd^rtd 
jt's^ brighth^fs, and made the deareft 
'Truths ^become hiatters of the ditrkeft 
'litigation. 'Now it' was diat the abftitice 
PhiidbpMt -Terms of Subftance, - Eflence, 
and the like, were brought into ehriftian 
Divinity-, ind as thefe could never be 
explained. Contentions about them were 
iiever to ceafe. So foon did our watch- 
ful En#my fow Tites -with the good 
Setd\ atod thi?y feive aflForded him a mc^ 
plentiful Crop of mif chief every Day 
fiAce* St. Fatal certaiiily fbrefa^ this, 
when he advifed the Coteffiahs, Be^^re 
left any man fpoil you through iPhikiro- 
phy and vain deceit, after the iridMon 
o( men, ifter the wdin«its jif khe'woAd^ 
Hand ^ Mt^' ^ftcf Ohrift. TMs Humor^ of 
'JghitelbpMMng fooa fhewcd kfetf ift a 
riarffc-vawty of S^ Herefie« w^hlch 
tfprurtg up in. file -Primitive ChtDrch, all 
.rtKcafiowsd JbyMeparcifig ^ffom the Rcve- 
imon^fif ^e^Miiid^-if r^^is cehtsthied 
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in t£e Holy Scriptures, and fwmlng; 
every one of them. Schemes of Belief 
according to their fcveral notions in Phi* 
lofophy i and hence St Cyprian in his 
67th Epiftie -fayis of the Heretic Novae 
tian, who had been a Stoic Philofopher, 
that he retsuned more obftinacy and con- 
ceit from his worldly, than he hkd gain- 
ed gentlenefs and peaceablenefs .|ffom 
his Chriftian, Philofc^hy. The Greek 
Philofophers, in thbir Metaphyseal Trea- 
tifes, frequently msude tife Of the words 
Hypoftafis Subftahce, and Oufia EQence : 
but 9i they could not form difierent 
Ideas of them, they ufed them promi£* 
cuoufly for each other, which was ftill 
the occaiion of much wranglmg amongft 
them* But the firft tiihe thefe *wo^ 
were publidy offered amoiigft the ChriC' 
tians to explain their Doftrine was ib 
the. Year 270, at the ^econci Council 
of Antioch, in which Paulus Samofatenus^ 
B^hop of that See, was depdied, for faying, 
%hat JeTus Chnft was 18tc Creature of 
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God the Father. Some of that Council 
then propofed, and amongft the reft Paul 
bimfcff, that Jefus Chrift, fliould, by 
their Decree, be acknowledged as iftfiwm 
of the fame Subftance or Eflence with 
the Father. This occaiioned much al- 
tercation amongft the Bifhops, but it 
was at laft carried in the negative, and 
this word was rqefted as pr»du£live cf 
wdlefs difputes^ The account which Dn 
Cave gives us of this affair, from Atha- 
nafius, ..Ba^ and others, is very curious, 
ai^ Irkave therefore inferted it at the 
bottom of this page. Dilutes concern*- 
ing thefe words, wercj we may eafily 

imagine^ 

Ejft Atlianafio^ (De Synod. 708.) multi colli^oi^ 
Samofatenum to ofiowiw in Chrifto agnoviife. Ve- 
rom non aliijid eo loco dicit Athatiaiius quam 
Paulum ex detorto CathQlicorum vocafoulo Sophif. 
ticum argumentum contra Chrkli Bivinitatem ex* 
cogitafle; nempe niii conficeremor Chriftum, ex 
[^Jkomine Deom faAam efle» fequeretur ipfum Patii 
€& it/ummp to. fmndt ues^t& fybR&ntmf u^^am 
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imagine, carried on in private from this 
time. But in about fifty years they be- 
came very public. After the. Death of 
Achillas Bifhop of Alexandria two of 
the Prelbyters of that City, Arius and 
Alexander^ were fet up in nomination, 
by the Clergy and People, to fuccecd 
him. PbilofiorgiuSy the Arian Hiftorian, 
poflitively fays that Arius had moft votes, 
but that he generoufly and modcftly de- 
clined it in favor of his Competitor. 
Be that as it will, Alexander became 

C 6 Biftiop 

qoidam primanam^ dnas ex ilU^ dei;ivatas: ct-a;- 
/laluiS; enim 8c craflb fenfa' vocabulam acceptlt, 
quafi in EfTentia Divina, perinde ac in rebu^ 
corporeis ufu vtniu ut ab una fubflanda^ altera, 
eaque diverfa, derivet^* Quo circa ne hac voce 
haeretid ulterius abuterenter» filendo fupprimen- 
dam cenfuerunt Patres Atltiocheni; non qucd Ca- 
tholic um vocis fenfum damnarent^ fe^i ut omnem 
fophtftice caveHandi occafionem batreticis prairiptrptf^^ 
vx ex Atfaanafio, Bafili«>, aliif^ue abunde liquet. 

JI IS TOR I A Liticnuiiu Sacc. Novat. Paulus^ 
Samr 
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/Biftiop. ^As it^s^^he Cuftom' fof^^ c^ery 

^body 'thQfey^arc^ m^y'-ieafily f^jipofe that 
He^aTid-Afiti^'''hM attended the PfiilofQ. 

^|)hk ^and'-'Gitechctk: Schook effcAlJflied 
iti'^ihsLt-Gity. * Wenef they wcfeearfy in- 
ftrufted b Phildfophy as '^ell ' ^ ^ ChHf- 
tiatrity, Arid 4iad g6t the cortlrtfiori 'iidliifg» 
viz. -an"ltch*fdr harangueifig and diipu- 
ting on ^ the moft abftrufe Subjcfts, It 
happened one Day that Alexander dif- 

ncoirfiiig,' iii the prefence of his ^Pttlby- 
ters and Ae reft of ^the Cletgy^-oii tiit 
trinity, afferted that In the Trinity there 

r waai an Unity ; Anus, fuppofing the 
Bifliop to ^tncto St ^m the * -Sabeffian 
SenTe, contradided 'him and dUputed 
againft his afTeition in this manner^ that 
If the Fachi»r bqgat tke-Son; then tiie 
iSoQ had i9, 'begiisniHg of Subfiftenee, 

and 



* Sabellias was an^gyp^n Philofopbfry >nd 
maintained that th^re was but one *T7r6raffig ( or 
Sabflance^ in the Deity^ aad that the Diftin^ion 
6f T'athcr, Son, and' Holy Gioil, proceeded from hit 
different ways of xnaikifefting himfelf. 
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wRen Ke'was *'not "a Scm- and iHcfcfbfc 

pfiDdaded or made by "tKe Father out 

of notKirig. T^his cdhtrbveHy, tHiis un* 

Kappiiy *^gtih, * crfgagcd many ' perfbns 

bit ' i^ach Tide; and- caujtcd *^>cat 'd2J>utes, 

leTpccially 'at 'Alexandria, where tlife -Bi* 

ihop "^ind Anus were looked, upon as 

the l^iiAs of "the cbntchdiiig parties; 

which dccafibhed Cdnftantine the Great, 

wiu> was the firft 'Chriftian EnipeitMr, to 

write a Letter to them, in which be 

blames them both, Aleixahder for i»t)- 

pounding hi^ ihd fubdl quefHohs to Jus 

Frefbyteb, and Arius for returning sm-> 

fwers concerning things never to ie theugit 

if^ or ¥ once thought of, to be immedi^ 

atefy jfiifled in $he ^profoundeft fiUfue. But 

this had ho efieft upon Alexander, who 

fi>on after convened a Council of Egyptian 

Bifliops, aiid in it exconununicated Arius 

and fevend others^ Biihop^/and iE^fefby- 

V ters, wliQ declared themlelyes of .^is 

opinion. Arius ^ijien retired into Falei^. 
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tine and complained every where of the 
Bifliop's fevcrity. His Caufe was heard 
• and ei^oufed by the Bilhops of Afia, 
particularly by Eufcbius and Nicomcdia, 
Eufebius of Cefarea, and Paulinus of 
Tyre, who wrote to Alexander, intreat- 
ing him to remit of his difpleafure and 
reftore Arius. This Alexander refufed* 
Whereupon the next Year (323) the 
Afian Bifhops, who protefted Arius, held 
a Council in Bithinia, wherein they de-' 
dared Arius Orthodox, and worthy of 
the Communion of the Church. Thus 
Councils were held againft Councils, and 
Bifhops engaged agabft Bilhops, in the 
fierceft animolities concerning opinions 
which wife men thought they had better 
have left undecided. The very next Year 
324 Conftantine fent Hofius Bifhop of 
Corduba, to hold another Council at 
Alexandria about this affair. Hofius, 
being A moderate man, did what he could 
to reconcile thefe contending parties, but 
^nding all his endeavors ineficdual, he 

would 



£ 39 ] 

would decide nothing. Thefe Contenti- 
ons amongft the Chriftiai^ raifcd fiach 
contempt of them in the Heathens of 
Alexandria that they expofed and ridi- 
culed them in their public theatrical 
Plays and Entertainments.. The good 
Emperor, grieved at all this, rcfolved to 
put an end for ever to thefe diforders, 
and therefore the next Year 325 fum.- 
moncd a Council of Biihops from aU 
Parts to determine this Controverfy be- 
tween Alexander and Arius. This Coun- 
cil met at Nice, where thefe bold Cham- 
pions came, each to defend his caufc; 
This occafioned many tedious debates. 
Conftantine then defired Eufebius Biihop 
of Cefarea, who was the moll learned 
man of that time, to draw up a Creed 
or Confeffion to which they niight all 
agree. He did fo, and the Emperor 
wai much pleaied with his draught. But 
Aibcander ai^,his .party were quite di£. 
&tifficd witji it, for it wanted the word 
ifioi<rioi of the fame Subftance with the 
% Father- 
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"Father. ' l^heEmpcibr thought the 'iitfet- 
ing this ihi^ht put an end to all ahcr- 
xration, and therefore recommended it t<J 
the CtJunicil to T^ut it in, and it was done 
IMcoirdirigiy. Btiit did this produce the 
'l^e Vliich the good Emperor iiiiteilded ? 
Soon, too foon he found that it had tiie 
tnoft confiary ciSeft : for the matter of 
itie Difpbte, which could never be de- 
termined, fliU remaining, both puties 
carried on the contention wtth fo much 
violehcie and heat ^ foon riifed a moid 
deftruCtive ftame, which has contmued 
burning in the Chriftian Church ever 
fince ; and will cdritiriue while tRe^j^af- 
Cons, the ignorance 'tod the^ride ofitteii 
afford it ftiel : for I think I may ^ven- 
ture to fay that the inferting that unin- 
telligible word into thc'Nicehe Creed, 
lias, by a fatal concaicriatlon, 'been the 
ocCafion of all tl^ dilputes which ^^ve 
arifen amohgfl: Chriftians' ilbm that u^^ 
to this i as I believe will appfar by going 

bn a tittle further with theliiftpry 6rit. 
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Alexander had brought^ in his 
train to the Council, a young Ecclcfiaftic 
of Alexandria named Athanafius, who by 
his forwardneis and a ready knack at 
diiputing, made a great figure fupporting 
the Opinion of his Patron : and Alexander 
dying, in a litde time, Athanafius was 
chofen to fucceed him, who, with the 
warmeil zeal, dppofed Arius ^ !ahd all his 
followers cfver after. And how it Was 

m 

that Athanafius and Arms took thelead 
as the Chiefs in thefe fierce Contentions. 
^But how fliall I proceed in the difinal 
Stbry ! O that we totild draw an im- 
pervious Veil oHrer all the dreadful S&net 
that follow, and hide ibr ever from the 
'Eyes of men di6fe Excomnranicatibtts, 
-^Impriibnments^Confifeations, Batiifhmefits, 
Infurrediohs, .Murders, Maf&crces and 
Tortures brought on Chriftians by one 
^anodver, for not underftanding and-pra- 
^feffing what dH partiies acknowledged 
could not be understood. But fince diefe 

things 



^ I 



[ 4^ J 

things arc fo well known to the wortt 
that they cannot now be concealed^ I: 
will juft relate fo much of them as is nc-- 
ceflary to bring me to my propoied point, 
viz, to Ihew how the word PERSON 
came to be brought into thcfc difputcs. 

Njeither in the Council of Nice, 
nor at any time before, had there aay 
propofal been made to acknowledge the 
Coniiibftantiality of the Holy Ghoft with 
the Father and the Son. On the <:on- 
trary, feveral Bilhops who fubfcribed the 
Nicene Creed, and particularly the great 
Eufebius Bifhop of Cefarea, after this 
cxprefly calls the Holy Ghoft one of the 
Creatures that were made by the Sop, 
But Athanaiius that he might complete 
his Trinity, was the firft who ever af- 
ferted j:hat the Holy Ghoft was of the 
fame Subftance with the Father and the 
Son, and introduced the Phrafes of iaU 
luffia one Eflence, and rf^X^ MrwrB^ three 
Subftances, which ftrangc language gave 

grew 
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great offence even to many of his own 
party. He behaved himfelf fo indiffe- 
rently, to fay no worfe, in the exercife 
of his Epifcopal office at Alexandria, 
that many complaints were foon broi^ght 
againft him : and in the Year 331 
he was cited by the command of the 
Emperor, to appear before a Synod of 
Bifhops to be held at Cefarea in the 
Year 334, to anlwer thefe complaints. 
But he did not obey this Citation. Up- 
on which the next Year 335 Conftan- 
tine ordered a Council to be held at 
Tyre, and Athanafius to be cited be* 
fore them afrefli, to clear himfelf, if 
he could, of the Cririies laid to his 
charge 5 and he wrote to Athanafius, 
at the fame time, that he Ihould not 
fail to come there j and exprefled 
himfelf in fuch terms as ftiewed that 
he was highly difpleaftd with his con- 
du£t. And here; I muft obferve that 
all the Accounts we have of Athana- 
fius from this time are taken from 

his 
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KU own writings and thofe who haVe 
copied from them : for Pbihftorgius^ 
and other Hiftorians of the Arian Party, 
have been either deftroyed, or elfe lye 
'now fo clofely fecreted and; concealed 
in the £>refeht Libraries, that we only 
fee Athanafius's Actions are reprefented 
by himfelf, always in the beft light, 
and liis Profecutors always in the worft, 
1 fliall. therefore now only rnention a 
few ;^ bare matters of fa£t which, he him- 
felf hath informed us of and leave the 
IjLeader to make his own reflexion up- 
on them. He came to the Council of 
Tyre, attended by a great number of 
^Egyptian Bishops in his train. Here 
he was accused of many Crimes of 
*whiih, lie fays he was quite innocent; 
but aplj^nowledges that the Council were 
{o qautious oi pafling a i*alh fentence 
a^ainft him, that they fent a Cohimittee 
of themfelyes all _ the way •into Egypt, 
t^ ' enquire, upon the fpot, concerning 
wiiic fads which were faid to have been 

committed 
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conunitteid . there. He &j% indeed this,) 
Conumttee was compofed of his Ene« 
mies and that he withdrew from Tyre 
before they returned) aqd acknowkdgi^ 
that upon their report to theX(Hincil» 
hew as condemned and depofed from his 
Bifhopric* He fled tp Conftaiitinopfe 
and defired to be heard by the Emperor i 
but He would not fee him. And all 
he could obtain was, that Conftanfint 
wrote to the Biihops of the Council to, 
come to Court to give him. a^particul^r 
Account of this whole affair. Upoa thk. 
they fent fix Bifhops to lay. their. pKh- 
ceedings before him : and ^when thfiy\ 
came; they ac^cufed Athanafius of pthcf 
Crimes befides^ thofe th^t. were.judglii 
in the Council. All ^ffhkb .eic^Mp^r^t^^ 
the Emperor to lb highi;i» Degtec that: 
he immediately bamflied him to Triers^ 
a City in Gert^any 5 ajid heric • jh^v re- 
mained till the Empprof'^ Death.,. B}Mf 
while the Council of Xyre; was,^ fit^ijg^ 
Coniiantine ordered the^. jBill^ops^ whp: 

Gompofed 
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compofed it to repair to Jcrufalem, t« 
the Dedication of a magnificent Church 
which he Had erefted there. When 
they had performed this office they held 
a Council in that City, in which they 
abfolved Arius and his followers from 
the Sentences which had been pronounced 
againft them at Alexandria and elfewhere, 
received them into the Communion of 
the Church, and wrote a Synodical Let- 
ter to the Egyptians and Alexandrians 
wherein they inform them, that they had 
received Arius and his party ,^ fincc they 
were fatisfied that their Doftrincs were 
very Orthodox. 

CoNSTANTiNE, foon after the Coun- 
cil of Nice had ihcwn great countenance 
to the Arian party, and in the Year 
337 "^^ baptized by Eiifebius Bilhop of 
Nicomedia, who had all along been the 
chief defender of "Arius and his opinions. 
Upon this Emperor's Death, the Empire, 
according to hii^ Will, was divided 

amongft 
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amongft his three Sons, whd, by mutual 
agreement, recalled all the Bifhops that 
had been banilhed by their father, to 
their feveral Sees j and then Athanafius 
returned to Alexandria. But he was 
foon after accufed by his Enemies to 
Conftantius the Emperor of ftirring up 
fedition in the City, of imprifoning and 
feverely ufing many innocent people, and 
of felling, for his own ufe, the Corn 
which the Empleror had given to be 
diftributed amongft the poor and widows 
of Alexandria. Upon thefe accufations 
Conftantius , wrote a very fharp Letter 
to ^ Athanafius, who thereupon got to- 
gether a Synod of Egyptian Bilhops in 
the Year 339, and they all teftified for 
Athanafius*s innocence in thefe particu- 
lars. But this did not preferve him 
from profecution : for the Emperor call- 
ed a Council at Antioch in the Year 341 
to judge of Athanafim's Cafe: and the 
firft thing the Council did was to De- 
pofc him again, and Confecrate Gregory 

of 



.of Cappadocia BUhop of Alexandria, ia, 
his Head ; and they then made and fub- 
fcribcd a New Creed, in which the of- . 
fenfive word (Homooufios) was quite 
left out. Athanafius now finding his ^ 
cafe hopelefs — * JDeprivcd of his Bi- 
fhopric, and another in poffeflion of it, 
formed a moft deiperate refolution, un- 
worthy of a Chriftian Bilhop, and which 
hath had * the;^ moft fatal^ Confequenc^s. 
He appealed from the Council of Antioch 
and the Emperofj^ to Juliy^, Bifhop of 
Rome— -fled to that/City^ and put him* 
felf under tlje prpt^dtioo of that Prelate. 
Julius highly deiig|ited with this ,Event, 
as it was an acknpwledgmpht that . bis 
Junfdi(5tion is aboyp all . others, moft 
gladly received him and his Appeal. And 
this laid the foundation of the; Papal Su- 
premacy, upon which hath.feeen built fuch 
a Siiperftrufture, of Dominion, of Doc- 
trines and Worfhip, as hath aftonilhed 
the' thinking., world ever finpe. Now 
Athlinafxu* wa§ highly carelfedv and dig- 
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jidfied* with the Title of Saint. Hii 
Opinions nuift be defended to give the 
better pretext for defending his perfon j 
and £o the Athanafian Homooulian Doc- 
trine, which had been condennied by the 
Eaftern Bifhops, at the fame time with 
Athanaflus himfelf, muft be taken up 
at Rome as the great pretence for de* 
fending the much injured Saint. 

Thus things flood in the Tear 347^ 
when the Emperor Conftans who govern- 
ed the Weft, and his Brother Conftantius 
who ruled in the Eaft, vaftly fcandalized 
at the unchriftian dii^utes which had 
prevailed fo long in the Chriftian Church, 
treiblved to join in putting an utter end 
to them : and for this good purpofe 
they fummoned a Council of the Bifhops 
from both their Dominions^ to be held 
at Sardica, a Chy of Illyricum. And 
hither they all repaired. And now I 
believe the Chriftian Reader will expcQ: 
that thefe good and learned>^en9 being 

D called 
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called together for fo good a work, en- 
couraged and lupported by the good 
Emperors, will certainly apply-thcmfdv^ 
to heal thofe dangerous wounds whidi 
former diflentions had made. How they 
did this will now appear. TheEajfkenl 
Bifliops, who had depofcd Athanafhis, 
imd fomc othei%> pn^Dofed, tefore they 
would go upon any other bulinefi, that 
tlie Sentences which they had pafled 
upon thefc Offenders fliould be acknow- 
ledged by the whole Council as juft, 
^d tiey be excluded from all EcdefiaC' 
tical Communion. The Weftem Bilhops, 
ipoil of them (trongly attached to Julias 
Biftiop of Rome, refufed to agree to this 
propofal. The Eaftem Bifhops, percei^ng 
by this refufal that their Authority and 
|urifdi6j:ion were to be called in quefti^n 
\)y the Pope and his party, retired from 
fhc City of Sardica to Philippopolis in 
Thrace, and there held a Council, which 
they called indeed the Council of Sardica, 
^ouife they had beea fununoned to that 

place. 



C 5? 1 

place, and che Council began diere^ 
And iirom PhiJippCjpolis they wrote a 
Letter^ wliiqh tkcy dated from Satdicia^ 
a4dre0ed to all the JBiihops of the worlds 
in which they lexQlalni .againfi; Athanafiua 
.and fejne others, dad reprefen^ them ai 
jtbc wickcdeft rogues living, /th^y dc-> 
jclare that they csstmot join with the 
BifiiQps in thf V^IJ^ ^caufe they had 
fiCpeiYcd into their Communion thofe 
3ilhqp^ Mfho ^ere depofed in the £aft : 
^and iippn account of this vidatioii of 
i^heir Authority they excommunicated fe- 
.veral of the Weftern Bifliops, and amongft 
the reft Ho(iu3 the Prefidcnt of the 
Council, and Jutius Bilhop 43f Rome. 
They ^complain that the whole world 
was turned upfide down, and the whole 
Chwch difturbed for the fake of one 
m two ^rbulent wicked fellows. « They, 
'accufe the Bijhops of the Weft of Arro- 
^nee •, and Jfeverely reprove . them for 
cndeavpuring to eftablHh a new Law, by 
takinjg the liberty to examine over again 

Dz whaft 
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'what had been determined in the Eajd 
liefore. They obfervc that the ancient 
Difciplinc of the Church is contrary to 
this Praftice 5, -and that the Judgments 
jgiven in \he Eaft Ought ta.be confirmed 
in the YTeft,' as thofe of the Weft were 
received, in the Eaft: and they prove 
this Rule by feveral 'cxafriples. Laftly 
they add their Confeflion of Faith, with- 
out the word Homooufios, This Epit 
tie is infcribed particularly to Gregory 
Bifhop of Alexandria, to Aniphion of 
Nicomedia, fomc others, and to all 
the Bifhops of the world. While thcfe 
things were tranfadiiig at Philippopolis, 
the Weffern Bifliops at. Sardica were 
not idle on their part. They determi- 
ned that no alteration ihould be made 
in the C^eed in the Council of Nice. 
They acquitted Athanafius of all the 
fentences pronounced againft him, and 
rellored him to the communion of the 
C Church, they excommunicated and de- 

\^' pofed, in their turn, eight ^of the Eaft- 
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trn Bilhops,- who were moft adive iii 
the Counqil at Philippopolis ; and they 
confirm to Julius, Bifhop of Rome> 
the power of receiving Appeals froni 
all parts of the world. Thefe 'Conten- 
tions amongft the Bifhops neceffarily 
produced many Tumults amongft the 
Peopre, efpecially at Alexandria, in one 
of which many were killed on both 
fides, and amongft the reft Gregory th? 
Biftiop.. Conftantius who had conceive4 
a great diflike to Athanafius, and accu- . 
fed him as the Author of all the Mif- 
chief, was very defirous to have him 
condemned in the Weft as he, had beea 
fo remarkably in the Eaft, and there- 
fore, when he was Mafter of the whole 
Roman Elmpire, by^ the Death of his 
Brothers, he afiemhled a Council, in 
the Year 353, at Aries in France, of 
the Weftern Bifliops only : and hither 
the Pope fent for Legates, Vincentius 
Bilhop of Capua, and another Bifhop of 
Campania^ Marcellusi and here, after 

O 3 a long 
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a long hearings aJl the Biflfops, and^ 
amongft the reft; the Pope* I^egates 
themfelvcs, fubfcribcd tb« Condemnatioii 
of Athanftfiusy Paulinus of Triers only 
rcfufing, who for this reafon was feat 
into baniihitient. 

I Should tire my Readers* patience 
wdit I to recount how the Athanafiaa 
Homooufian Dodrine roftr and fell in 
the feveral ffabfoqucnt CotmcHs of Sir^ 
miutfi^ Milan, Bterers, Antioch, Ancjrra^ 
Ariminum^ SelcuGta, and Cdnftantrnople ; 
knd therefore 1 leave them unnoticed, 
for the prefcnt, that we may haftcn ta 
the Council of Alexandria held by Atha:*^ 
nafius himfelf. After the death of Con- 
ftantius the Emperor, and George the 
Bifhop, who was killed in another tu- 
mult of the Alexandrians, Athanafius 
had taken pofleflion of his old See again. 
Fronr the year 325, when he argued 
(6 ilrenuoufly in the Council of Nice 
for the Homooullan Dodrine, he had 

fe?n 
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fecir how violently this Doftrine had 
been oppofed, and that many who wiftied 
turn well, ftill difliked the nice diftin£ti- 
on which he liad invented of (Mia Oufia) 
one Effencc, and (Trie^ Hypc^afeis) 
three Subftances in the Trinity. He 
therefore aow either thought it prudent, 
or found himfelf compelled^ to give up 
at loft, in Jiis own City of Alexandria* 
bk own favourite Notion^ or rather his 
own favourite words, for Notion neither 
be nor any body elfe could have of his 
diflinftionv and here in this Council, ii> 
the year 362, it was determined that 
they who fay there are three Hypoftafes, 
01 Subftances in the Trinity, are of the 
fame opinion with thofe who fay there 
is but one, bccaufe they take the fame 
word in different fenfcy. And now the 
Latins being likewife aihamed of the 
words, hitherto commonly ufed by them 
to exprels this Doftrine in their lan- 
guage, una Effentia, & Tres Subftantiae, 
thought fit '^ to change the Stile, and. in 
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imitation of their friend* at ATexandHa^ 
to fay there was but una! Subftantia, one 
Subftance,^ and Tres Perfonae^ Three 
Perfons in the Deity ; and fo the word 
Effentia loft it*s place intirdy, and the 
word Subftantia was put in it*s ftead ;^ 
and the word Perfona intt;oduced m the 
place of Subftantia ; and fo thefe words 
have been ufed in the Latin Theology 
ever fince. But whethfcr they convey 
any clearer Idea than the former to any 
other man I know not. Sure I smi 
• they are equally obfcure to me. Indeed 
many learned men, who were interefted 
in the point, have employed their utmoft 
fubtilty in giving new meanings to the 
word Perfon^ in order to reconcile the 
world to it, in a Divine Senfe, But 
all they have faid about it may be re- 
duced to thefe two meanings, cither 
that it fignifies a diftindt intelligent Being, 
or fome certain Mode, Quality or manner 
of Afting in fuch a Being. But either 
of thefe fignifications applied to the Diw 
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vine Nature in the ceconomy of our 
redemption involves in it fuch inejttrica- 
ble difficulties, and is attended with, 
fuch Confequences, makes it irreconcile- 
able to Human Reafon. The ingenious 
Mr. Jones, in his Anfwer to the Effay 
on Spirit, fays, * We khow what we 

* mean when we* apply the word Perfon' 

* to the Godhead, and fcom any low 

* equivocations about it. * Many of higr 
Readeris, ancj I ^mongfl; the reft, hear- 
tily wiih we had' been pleafed to let us 
know too what meaning he has of the * 
word Per/on thus applied, and hiad giVan? 
us a fair definition of It. V 




Wb may now fee how ' tjit ' Gre 
words Ooffla. Eflence, and ^'^Tciracng Sub- 
ftance c^me unhappily to be tranipjanted' 
from. Philofophy into Chriftian Yheolo|y,. 
what infinite confufions they hav^ occa-' 
fioned, in the Ch'rillian Church, 'arid how' 
and when the Latin wordiS'^ Stthftance came' 
to be- fubftituted for the' former, and 
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Pifrfon for the latter. So that any body 
>ybo reads the Greek and Latin Fathers^ 
and Syftems of Divinity, ' muft remember 
that the word^ Oufia fpmetimes fignifies 
j^iicnce and fonie times Subftancej and 
Hypoftafis fometimc^ Signifies Subftancc 
and. fometimes Perfon, juft according to 
the Scheme pr Syftem of Divinity which 
the Author has adopted 

But befiwe 1 end this Eflay on the 
word Subftancc, I beg leave juft to take, 
notice of another ftrange abufe of it 
m the new invented term Tranfuhfianti- 
slion^ which, a few Centuries ago, was 
fi^und out to denote a moft wonderful 
change faid to be performed when there 
was nothing at all done. That Bread 
may Ibe changed into Flefti we every 
day experience in our food and nourish- 
mei^t^ but then we do not fay that the 
Subftancc of the Bread is changed, but 
the Mode. The fame Subftancc which 
was in ihe form of Bread yefterday, is 

to 
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fh day in the form 6f Fleih and Biood; 
Whoever faid that in any Vitrification 

^ Of in any other chemical transformation 
the Siibftance of the Body was changed. 
That remains, . though the form may be 
greatly altered. But the Gentlemen of 
the Church of Rome tcU us, with the 
greateft confidence, that the Subltance 
of the Bread, in what they call the Sa- 
crament of the Altar, is changed into 
tltt SutftMft of the Body and Blood 
of our Saviour Jiefus - Chrift. And tlu$ 
Change they call by the ncw^ term Tran>- 
fubfiantiation\ But how they canle to bo 
ib intimately acquainted with Suhftance a$ 
to know, and to know infidtibly as they 
pretend, the difference betwteft- the Suk^ 
fiance hi Bre^d and Wine and of humari 
Flefii and Biood is out of the reaeh 
of my Fhilofophy-^and Faith tpo ; aiid 
I: believe out of tjicirft. Could thef 
perform a Metamorphofii or TransfQi;* 
mation in this afikir, we might be th« 

\ better able to judge of it : but to pcr- 
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£>nn« a Tranfubftantiation is to pcrfori^ 
Nothing at all,, till they can afccrtain to us 
the fpecific differences of the Subftanccs. 
of the feveral Subjefts which, they fay 
ace thus tranfubftantiatedL 



Of CREED S., 

Creedms a Latin word and fignifies^ 
SI Colledion of Articlca to be believed t: 
and agreeably to this it is exprefiM m 
Greek hy the word Symbolon^ 

As the- Opinions which wc etnbrac<» 
and believe have* great influence vipoii our 
a£^ions, it is^ of the laft iipportance to a. 
Man's i^^ and the- Society he^ belongs^ 
to, that his Opinions be founded in Truthi 
Henc& he is induced to perforny.the Du? 
ties "wluch refult from the feveral relair 
ttons^ ha ftanda in to the vaft variety o£ 

B»ng». 



Beings about him. He is eafy to him^ 
felf and to the reft of the world witJi 
which he is connected. 

Before the time of ow Bkffed Sia^^ 
viour^ the Heathens believed fo manjr 
abfurd Do£bines concernmg their Gods^ 
that all th0 NatioBs of the Earth were 
eomipted to. the lafl; degree in their 
fentiments and |)ra£tices«. From their bc^ 
lief in fome of thefe Gods>.. they learned 
Drunkennefs and filthy. Excefs; from 
i)thers9 War^ Havock and Defblation %. 
firom. others, the moil ihocking Irnpu^ 
rnies and Senfualitics v and from others^, 
Fr^ud, Theft, and Robbery- The Jews 
tike wife were, greatly corrupted in theip 
notions of Religioa, The Sadducees 
Openly, declared againft Spfaitual Beings 
and a future flate. The Pharifees were 
ftrift indeed in obfcrving external ap* 
jiearances and outward Ceremonies ; but 
prefuming on thefe as fufficient they 
ttCgleftci ta purify^ jthcir hearts;' and 

gradifed. 



prafti&d all fecret viichtdxntb widiout 
rcftraint. To rcdify thefe tcrribk di£* 
orders, God was. gracioufly pleafed, in 
his own good time, to fend his Beloved 
Son into the world, to appear atnongft 
us. as a Man, vefted indeed with divine 
authority, to inftrudk us fully in our 
duty, and * to lead us to happinefs by 
the performance of it; to give us, in 
his own example, a perfect pattern of 
iXk virtue, and at 1^ to facrifke his 
iife. itfelf and fufier the moft ignominious 
/deadi, to detain pacdon and immortal 
lift for thofe wlio fhould believe in him 
and keep his commandments. This 
was the glorious perlbn fo long expe6)> 
fd by men, efpecially by the Jews, un* 
der the name of the Meffiaby the Cbrifty 
ot the Sm of God. When Jeius^ of Na* 
zarech appeared in the world he mani^ 
fcfted himfelf, by vocSt convincing proofs^ 
e^daUy by his Reiurre^tion from tho 
Q^ad, to be this Divine Perfon : and 
lus. Afx)ftlea were fent all over the earthy 

endued 
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endued with moft miraculous powets^ 
to declare and proTC to the world that 
this Jefus W41S the C H R I S T whom 
they had fo long expefted : and when 
Men were, by their preaching and mi* 
fades, convinced hereof, ^uid profef& 
ed their belief of this Doifbine, they 
were admitted into theChriftian Reli^ 
gion, and baptized in the name of tht 
one God and Father of all, of his Son 
jeftis Chrifti and of his Hdy Spiria 
And the BeHef and Profeffion of this 
one Propofition, that Jtfiis of Naasa^ 
reth is the Chrift, was all that was 
required; by the Apoftles from their 
Profelytes, whethef Jews or Gentiles^ 
in order to be thus admitted to the 
participation of the advantages jrevealed 
and purchafed by our Blefled Redeemt. 
cr: for this one Propofition included 
in it a Belief of the Wonders pf hit 
Life and Death. But in procefs'of titne; 
.when the particular accoUhtsc of theft 
were publifhed by the Evanglift^ who had 

certain 
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(Bertain^ proofs of the fafts which they 
relate, then. an explicit declaration of a 
belief of thcfe fadls was required in'or*- 
der to be admitted to the privilege of 
Baptifm. And hence it was that almo(b 
every Bifliop in the primitive Church 
drew up a Summary of thefe Doftrincs 
or hOiA which was to. be ufed in ad^- 
fliiting perfons to. Baptifm in their re- 
4>e6tivje Diocefes^ and thefe we»e called' 
£reedf. And it is yery Eemarkahle that 
all thefe agree . in the main^ thougli 
there is unavoidably fome .fmall diffe- 
rence, in the expreffion. Thus far things 
were carried on in the Chriftian world 
with unanimity and concord, though a 
little interrupted by the abfurd Doftrines: 
of thofc vain People who. called themr 
felves Gnofiics from their pretending ta 
know much, more than others. But they 
were of litde. importance and fhortcon*^ ' 
tinuance ; for they, by breaking into feve? 
£al parties, foon confounded one another |^ 
aad inftead of raifmg themfelves by this 

fuperibri 
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fuperior knowledge, which they boafted 
of, they fell into loweft contempt by the 
groffeft ignorance which they difcoveredjj 
on every occafion. Indeed the learn«4 
Hiftorian of the Apoftles' Creed thinks 
that many Articles of it were framed 
in oppofition to thefc aibfurd People* 
But this is doing them too much honon 
It is likewife oppofing the brighteft. Sun^ 
fliinc to the blaze of a Candle* To 
what elfe can we liken the oppofmg 
the plain matters of Faft^ recorded of 
our Saviour in the Gofpels, to the faiv 
ciful Reveries of thefe ignorant Entho- 
fiafts ! No — That Creed fe^ms to have 
been framed very early ^as a Summary 
of the Chriftian^s Faith to diftinguifh 

_ 

them from the Jewifli an4 Heathen world : 
as it might indeed afterwards diftinguiffi 
them from the follies and ravings of 
the Bafilidians, Valentinians, Marcionites 
and other whimfical Sefts of the Gnof- 

BeS ID» 
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B^siDTS this Grfcd, whkhj for it's 
amiqtiky, is calfcd , tte Apoftks, th«rc 
are feveral o«hcr Oecds recorded by the 
Ancients. We h«v€ a Creed in Irenaeus^ 
the Creed of QrigeA, the Creed of 
•TurtuUian, the Creed of Cyprnoi^ the 
Creed of Gregory Thaamaturgns^ the 
Greed of Luciaa the Martyr, the Creed 
of the Apoftdic Conftitutiom, the Creed 
imF Jerufafcnfi, the Cieed of Cflefarca in 
Paleftine, the Greed of Alexandria, the 
Creed of Aritk)ch, the Niccne Creed as 
firft publifhed by the Covtncil of Nice, 
and the Nicene: Greed as enlarged by 
the Council of Gonftamtinople, From 
all which I would obferve that they all 
profels a Belief in the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft. But the firft of them that 
mentions any thing like a Trinity in 
Unity, and an ti^nity in Trinity, is that 
of Lucian the Martyr, about the end 
of the third Century, when the Platonic 
Philofophy was very prevalent amongft 

Chriftians.., 
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Chriftians. Lucian's words as related hf 
Athanafius himfetf dre thde tij vwufwru 
rftat rvi 9t (rvpefpana h In Subftance tiiey aiae 
Three things, ii^ Agreement diey are 
Ont, I muft here likewife make aoo^ 
ther ObfenratioR, that the Nkene Cr«dy 
made in the fourth Century^ ^heft Peo- 
ples Paifions ztA Rage agsonfk each 
other were cxceflive^ was the firftCrcod 
that ends wkh Anathemas and Cui&s 
againft fiach as would not mafce pro^ 
feflkm of the fame befief. And from 
this. All the Creed-hirers s^terwaixls 
took the fatal example. Ercry Parcjr 
henceforward feems to vye with each 
other which of them can beft widd die 
Arms of the Almighty, and throw about 
his thunders with the fureft deftruftion* 
Vain and prefumptuous Man ! How 
daring oftentimes to curie whom God 
hath bleffcd; and to thruft out of the 
Church wfiom God will receive into Wt 
Kingdon% 
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The Council of Nice» by infefdng^ 
that ' unintelligible philofophical Term 
ifMHffto^ into their Creed, laid the foun- 
dation of thofe endlefs difputes, hatreds 
and perfccutions, which have . fo heartily 
{>lagued the Chriftian world from thofe 
jpcmote times down to this very dayr 
No wonder therefore that Sabinus a Ma* 
cedonian Bifliop called them a Council 
of Fools. Tht very Mea who introdo* 
ced this term acknowledged that it could 
not be explained r for how can it, fince 
it conveys no Idea to the mind. It 
ieems indeed to have been given out as 
the .Watch-word or Shibboleth of th? 
Party, who were refolvcd to ruin aU 
who could not, or would not pronounce 
it. It muft grieve every good mind to 
behold, on this occafion^ fo remarkable 
an infliance of the infirmity of human 
Nature as we fee iii the ^reateft man of 
that Council^ Eufebius Pamphilus Blfhop 
of Caefarea. He declared himfelf againft 

this- 
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this word from the beginning : but whtfA 
the Emperor Conftantine advifed the rc-» 
ceiving of it, he, contrary to his ow» 
fentiments, fubmitted like the reft ; and 
wrote an Epiftle to the Clergy and Peo- 
ylc of his Dioceie, in which he attempts 
to give them his reafons for Co doing*^ 
But whoever reads it muft difcern what 
perplexity and diftrefs of mind Jie was 
then in. He acknowledges jrhat he was 
firft againft this word. Then he owns 
it to be inexplicable, and afterwards, he 
goes about to explain it; And how 
does he do this? Why, By telling us 
what it does not fignify, but nerer what 
it does. And, in fhort, fairly acknow- 
ledges that it was to pleafe the good 
Entperor he fubfcribed this Creed. But 
he was foon after at liberty to declare 
his real fentiments. The Emperor him-^^ 
felf changed his Condud, conceived a 
violent diflike to Athanafius, who had 
been the great ftickler for the oflFenfive 
word, and united himfelf %o the Arian 

Party 
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CoxjRcil held at Tyce in the y^ar 335 
fey his Authority^ had AiJiaimTius coo^ 
^demsed, aada NnwCxftoA was fsiadc OMJI 
enjainedy ia whidk the iMOicd .«^W w« 
quite d>lkerated. lin ^s Council Jj^ufe- 
tins Patnphiius b^m a great Pact> and 
ibme time after^ thie Bmpwor was bap^ 
' lazed by Eidfetws JHOoop cif Kioomcdi^ 
wbo had ^en a mope^eabus Si^pporte 
j&f Atm and his Party than ^vcT hi^ 
Naoaes-Alce of Coefaiea had hccn. ^nd 
«ow the Oppofecs €f ^he Atbanafiw 
HQi:iK)oufian Dofttine txigan ic be called 
l&ufebians from thtife itwo ^sit meft of 
that name, who dcclaijed their di&f)f)r«^ 
l^ation of that term. Thus the Cbriftiaa 
itrarld was divided into two great SeQa^ 
the JthaKo/ioB and Mtiftbkn^ who mejt 
*in &;veak CcHincils to make Cseeds^ aqd 
4:0 depofe and snathexnatize one anpdbier« 
This fatal wcn-d was the pretence fiar 
contention. They ^tgrc^d in every thing 
dfe, ^mi only <^uted about what they 

all 
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«H mete fiorord to acknowledge they d^ 
aot uadflriband. In the year 341 tfaene 

im$ affemblisd a Cauncil at AiUiocht 
where there were four ieveral new Cre^ 
propofed, in all which the word ofAoa^-io^ 
was left out, and they agreed to the 
laft, ^ydi is to be iiben in Athanafiuff, 
This Coundi leftofied Alius to the Com- 
nwmitm of tlie Church, becaufe ihcy fty 
they found hi$ Dodlrine to be Ortho- 
dox; tbey depofed Athanafius from the 
Biihqpric of Alexandria, and cooSecrated 
Gi«g6«y lof Ca]9f>adocia BiSaop dbeae ia 
his ftead. In t^e year 345 there wi» 
another Council at Antioch, where they 
made a very particular Creed of tb: 
Chriltian Faith, in which they anathe- 
ms^mt lihe Errors of Paulns ^amolateniis^ 
JSubeHhis, MarGdliniiis *^^and iHio^ius, 
hxxt were very careful to leave out ' of 

their 

* As we have before ipoken of Paulas Samof^ 
leans aad S^telUiis, it laiqr be pref>er heie to 
:hy tommhat of Maicollns. He mu SifiMp ^ 
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their Creed the offenfive word Confub^ 
ftanoal The Bifhops of the Eaft knt 
this Creed to a Council of the Weft^ 
em Bifliops, who were then aflembled 

at 

Ancyra in Galatia, and pnbliflied a Book in an«^ 
Airer to Afterias the Arian« In this work Mar« 
cellns would not allow the high honors to Jefat 
Chrift that Arius fuppofed him to be poflefied of : 
bat plunly aiTerted that our BleiTed Saviour was 
but a mere man, that he began to exift at the 
time of his incarnation, before which he had no 
proper Hypoftafis, but lay quiefcent in the mind 
and will of the Father, as a word does in man 
till adual ipeaking brings it forth. He prefented 
his Book to the Emperor Conftantine, but he 
referred the matter to the Synod which was then fit* 
ting at Conftantinople 336, who cenfared Marcellus 
and depofed him from his Bifliopric; whereupon, 
in inutation of Athanafius, he appealed to Pope 
Julius, who received him kindly ; and Marcellua 
in the year 347 was reilored to his See, by the 
Council of Sardica, who eftablifhed the Pope's au- 
thority to receive Appeals* 

P« o T I K u s was Bifliop of Sirmium in Pannonia« 
Had been a Difdple of MarceHut , and held almoft 
At fame Tenets. 
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at Milan, that they might All join in 
the fame Confeffion. But thefe would 
not receive it, and gave this as a rea- 
fon, that they would adhere to the Nicenc 
Faith, and would receive no other. In 
the year 347 was held the famous Coun- 
cil of Sardica^ which divided into two 
parties. The Weftern Bilhops remained 
at Sardica. The Eaftern Bifhops retired 
to Philippopolis, and each made it's 
different Creed. The Weftern Prelates 
eftablifhed the Pope's Power ; the Eafterns 
rejefted it with great indignation, and 
excommunicated Julius Bilhop of Rome 
as the Leader and Introducer of all Evils, 
and one who opened an Inlet to what 
would overturn all divine Inftitutions. 
In the fccond Council of Sirmium held 
in the year 35^, the firft Creed of that 
name was made according to the fenfe 
of the Semiarians who prevailed there. 
Thefe Semiarians would not ufe the 
word ifMHo-log but they laid the Son was 
hfioiH^iog of a like Effence or Subftance 

E with 



[ 74 3 

with the Father, In the year 357 in a 
Council held there, was framed the fccond 
Creed of Sirniium, faid to be drawn up 
by Potamius Bifhop of Lilbon, without ei- 
ther of thefe hard words : and they more- 
over made a Decree that neither dftoaa-loi 
nor bfioiH<rioi fhcruld any more be ufed in 
Creeds, becaufe they were not to be 
found in the Holy Scriptures, and they 
far furpafled all human Underftanding *. 
And Here the great Hofius Biflipp of 
Corduba was prefent and fubfcribed this 
Creed and this Decree. And now it was 
that the pure Arians were called Ano- 
moeans from the Greek word avo/^wV .^f- 

ferentj 

• Dr. Cave's Account of this Coancil and Creed 
are in thefe words — In hac Synodo Novam Fidei 
Confeflionem procuderunt» latine quidem fcriptam, 
deia graece verfam» {quae turn bfionaiH turn o/mihcIh 
vocabula partim quod in Divinis Scripturis non 
continentar, partim quod fapra omnem humanum 
intelledum funt, non amplius effe ufurpahda, De- 
crcverunt. Hill. Littefaria. 

Sasculum Arianum. Concilium SirnuenfeTertium. 
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ferent^ dijimilar : for they affirmed that the 
Son was of a nature different from, and 
altogether unlike, that of the Father, 
Thus we fee that fome Chriftians alTcrt- 
ed in their Creeds that the Son of God 
was of the fame Subftance or EfTence 
with the Father : others tHat he was of 
a like Subftance, and others that he was 
of a Subftance intirely difTimilar and un- 
like his Father : and each of thefc parties, 
in their Creed, anathematize the reft for 
not adopting their Opinions, or rather 
their Words, while they are all forced 
to acknowledge that they did not under- 
ftand them. It muft therefore feem 
very ftrange to us, that they pretended 
thus dogmatically to determine con- 
cerning -the Samen^, the Likenefs, 
or the Difference of Eflence or Sub- 
ftance in Diftinft Beings. This was the 
Confequcnce of their admitting thefe 
Philofophical Terms ia-ia and i'sroraffi; into 
their Creeds concerning the Deity. They 
produced Difputes which muft continue 

E 2 while 
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while they remain in thefe Creeds. But 
to go on. In the fame year 357, juft 
after the Council of Sirmium, Eudoxius 
Bifhop of Antioch, an Anomocan held a 
Council in his own City, in which, like 
the Prelates at Sirmium, they made a Creed 
and a Decree, that the fame words fhould 
never be ufed afterwards, and gave the 
fame reafons. And Eudoxius wrpte a 
Synodical Epiftle to the Bifliops of the 
Weft, particularly to Valens, Urfacius, 
and Germinius, returning them thanks 
that by their means, the Wtftern Bi- 
fliops at Sirmium had at length agreed 
in the fame Confefllon of Faith with 
their Brethren in the Eaft. But in the 
next year 358 the Bifhops who were 
zealous for the word ofAoinalo^ aflembled 
in a Council at Ancyra, and made ano* 
ther Creed, to declare that the Son was 
of a like Subftance with the Father i 
which Creed they concluded with 18 
Anathemas, wherein they condemn thefe 
Doftrines as impious, viz. that the Son 

of 
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of God is not like to his Father ; that 
he is unlike in Subftance-, that he is a 
Creature; that he is another God than 
God the Father, &c. and at the end of 
thcfe Anathemas there is one againft 
thofcwho fay the Father and the Son are 
4enfubfianHal. Immediately after, in the 
feme year, was. held the 4th Council of 
Sirmium, compofed of Bifhops from the 
Eaft and from the Weft, in which they 
made a new Creed different from that 
frf" Ancyra, but without the word Con- 
lubftantial, which all the Bifhops figned, 
and amongft die reft Liberius the Sue- 
cc0br of Julius Bifhop of Rome. In 
the next year 359 was held the fifth 
Council of Sirmium, where the Emperor 
Conftantius was prefent. Here they 
made a New Creed, in which they fay 
the Son is like ^ the Father in all things 
but left out the word Subftance intirely. 
However Bafil Bifhop of Ancyra added, 
in his fubfcription, that the Son of God 
was like to his Father, not only by 

£ ^ Confent 
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Confcnt of Will, but alfo in Subftance 
and Effencc. Here the Emperor declared 
his intentention of holding immecfiately 
two Councils at the fame time, one at 
Ariminum in Italy, of the Weftem Bi- 
ihops, and the other at Seleucia in 
Ifauria of the Eafterns, for the final fet- 
ling of all difputes concerning this con- 
troverted point. Accordingly there came 
this year more than 400 Bifhops to Ari- 
minum, who, as Athanafius inform^ us, firik 
declared for the Original Nicene Creed ; 
but were afterwards prevailed upon to 
draw up another leaving out the word 
Subftance. The Account which Saint 
Jerome gives of this particular is remark- 
able. * Very plauiible reaibns were given 

* for laying afide the word Subftance ^ 

* becaufe, they fald, it was not to be 
^ found in Scripture, and fcandalizes many 

* unlearned people by it*s novelty, * and 

' therefore 

• De Ufia vero nomine abjitiendo vcrifimilis 
ratio pnebebatur. Quia in Scripturis aiebant non 

invenitur> 
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* therefore it was left out. The Bifhops 

* little regarded the word, while the 

* fenfe was preferved.* As the Deputies 
from the Council of Ariminum were go- 
ing to wait on the Emperor at Conftan- 
tinople with the Creed which they had 
juft made, they Hopped a while at Nice 
a City of Thrace, where they, with fe- 
veral other Bilhops, conflituted a little 
Council, in which the Creed of Arimi- 
num was tranflated from Latin into 
Grecjk and fo fubfcribed by all prefent : 
and they publiflied it under the Name 
of the Nicene Creed, as it was fuppo- 
fed, to give it the greater authority; 
but this expofed them to. much Cenfure. 
At the fame time was held the famous 
Council of Seleucia, where were aflem- 
bled 1 60 Eaftern Bifhops. They divided 
into two parties, the Anomoeans and 
the Homoioufians, the former headed by 

E 4 Acacius 

invenitQfy et multos fimpliciores novitate fua fcan- 
dalizat. Placuit auferri. Non erat Epifcopis ve* 
reri de vocabulo, dum fenfus eflet in tuto. 
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^cacius formerly the Difciplc, now the 
Succeflbr of the great Eufebius in the 
See of Csefarea^ and the latter by George 
Biihop of Laodicea. Acacius and his par- 
ty were for laying afide the old Nicene 
Creed intirely, and compofing a new 
one. But the others were for retaining 
the Nicene Creed, expunging only the 
word liAoiffioi Confubftantial. Thcfc were 
the moil numerous, and carried it fo far 
as to depofe Acacius Biihop of Casfarea,' 
George of Alescindria, Uranius of Tyre 
and fix others ; and excommunicated 
nine more. The Acacians and their An- 
tagonifts immediately flew to Conftahti- 
nople to give the Emperor an account 
of what was done. He heard them alL 
And at the fame time arrived the De- 
puties with the Original Latin Ariminum 
Creed, and with the Greek Tranflation 
of it made and figned at Nice. And 
he reconciled the feveral contending par» 
ties by defiring tliem to fubfcribe this 

Creed> 
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Creed, as containing and exprefHng the 
Common Faith, — which they all did. 

But the Acacians, having remained at 
Conftantinople and ftrengthened their 
party, held a Council there, in the be- 
gining of the next year, in which they 
approved and eilabli&ed again the Creed 
of Ariminum, but with this addition, that 
neither the word i<Tta eflence, nor vworaai^ 
Subftance fliould. be ufed any more in- 
fpeaking of God. And, under various 
pretences, they cenfured and depofed the 
principal Biihops who had treated them 
hardly at Seleucia,., namely Macedonius 
of Conftantinople, Bafil of Ancyra, Eleu- 
fius of Cyzicum, Euftathius of Sebaftea, 
Heortafius of Sardis, Dracontius of Per- 
gamus,, Sylvanus of Tarfus, Sophronius 
of Pompeiopolis, Elpidus of Satala, and 
Cyril of Jcrulalem ; and tranflated Eu- 
doxius from Antioch to Conftantinople. 
In the year 361 tha-e was another Coun- 
cil held at Antioch, in which Eudoxius 

E 5 prefided. 



prcfidcd, wherein was made another Creed, 
in which they declare, that the Son of 
God is not at all like his Father in fub* 
ftance, and that he was created of no- 
thing. In the next year 362 Athanafius, 
who had before feen the death of Gregory, 
and lately that of George who had been 
appointed Bilhops of Alexandria, one after 
the other, in his room, feizcd upon his 
former See, and held a Council there, in 
which it was debated how many Hy- 
poftafes there are in the Deity, and it 
was determined that they who fay there 
are three, and they who fay there is but 
one, are of the fame opinion, bccaufc 
they take the fame word in different 
fenfes. About this time it was diat Atha- 
nafius wrote his Book of the Synods of 
Ariminum and Seleucia : and therein 
treating of the word ofMHtrio^ of the famt 
fubftance* though he maintains it againft 
the Arians, yet he acknowledges that they 
are not to be treated as Heretics who 
fcruple to make ufe of it, if they con- 

feis 
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I fefs the Divinity of the Son. But in 
this Council which he held at Alexan- 
dria he eftablilhed feveral new Tenets 
which he found quite neceflary to fupport 
his new Hypothefis of the Trinity. Thirty ' 
feven years before this, was held the 
famous Council of Nice in which the 
Homooufian Dodrine was brought in. 
The only queflion then was concerning 
the Confubftantiality of the Son with the 
Father. . The Holy Ghoft was not then, 
or in any Council afterwards, faid to be 
of the fame fubftance with the Father 
and the Son, till in this Council it was 
firft determined : though it was not in- 
ferted^ for many ages after, in any Creed 
of pubhc Authority in the Church. I 
fhould tire myfelf and the Readers with 
recounting the various Councils which 
were held in the various Countries of 
Chrlftendom foon after this, under pre- 
tences of cftablifhing new Creeds > but the 
true defign of every one of them was 
to depofe, banifh, and murder thofe who 

E 6 were 
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were not of their o^wi party, and exalt 
themfclves upon their ruin. In the year 
367 Libcrius Bifhop of Rome died. He 
had in the former part of his time imi- 
tated his Predeceflbr Julius in fupporting 
Athanafius and his Tenets ; but at laft he 
becanje one of thofe who fubfcribed his 
condemnation. There was one Damafus 
a Clergyman of Kome, whom Liberius 
had made his Vicar, and given him fe- 
deral Preferments, Upon the Death of 
Liberius, Damafus and Urikinus, another 
of the Roman Prefbyters, were Compe- 
titors for the fucceillon ; and they were 
both chofen Biihop of Rome by their 
different parties. This pccafioned dread- 
ful tumults : * for each fupported. his 
Claim by violence and force. But 
Damafus was either the moft powerful 
or the moft cunning 5 for, after much 

Blood 

> 

* Damaibsy in one of thefe, at the Beai ^ hk 
Partizans, befet the Chorch of libciii^s wheve weie 
many of Urficinus's party aiTembkdy fet fire to it, 
and burned and killed 160 perfons. 
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Blood had been %d, Urficinus, ami tHofe 
of his party, were driven out of the City.. 
WhenDamafu5 wa^ thus left in poffeflion. 
of his dignity^ he called a Council at 
Rome: and the firft thing he did in it 
was €o have his Predeceflbr and Bene- 
faftor, in all probability then in Heavea, 
cenfured and condemned as an Heretic^ 
for a6ting againft the Saint Athanafius. 
Damafus was too fegacious not perceive 
that fhe Grandeur of himfelf and hia> 
See' depended upon fupporting the Man^ 
who had done more to aggrandize the 
Biftiopric of Rome than any perfon bcr 
fore had ever attempted : and therefore 
he ftri&ly tmited himfelf to Athanafius^ 
And no, two were ever more like one 
imother. Both were guilty of the mofl: 
turbulent and violent adions : Both were 
publicly accufcd of the grofleft Crimes.. 
Both fupported their. Titles to their 
Bifhoprics againft their Competitors, hf 
the moft outrageous Tumults Maffacres^ 
and Murders ; Both of them were un* 

noticed 
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noticed for any good anions in their fives, 
unlefs their furious zeal againft their 
Fellow Chriftians, whom they called He- 
retics, may be called fo : Both of them 
were dignified with the Title of SAINT 
for doing the greateft prejudice to 
Chriftianity : and both of them now uni- 
ted in fupport of the Homooufian Doc- 
trine and all the Confequences which 
Athanafius and his adherents had drawn 
from it. Now the grand ftruggk was 
between the Athanafians and the Arians, 
known under the various names of Eu- 
febians, Semi-arians, Anomoeans, Mace- 
donians, Eudoxians, Apollanarians, &c. 
Each held their Councils. And nothing 
now was to be fecn or heard of in the 
Chriftian Church but new Creeds, with 
moft dreadful Anathemas, at the end vf 
every one of them, configning over to 
remedilefs deftruftion all who did not 
fubmit to them. Athanafius at Akxan- 
dria and Damafus ' at Rome, afted in 
perfidt Concert, There was a League 

offenfive 
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cfFenfive and defcnfive between them, 
while their Antagonifts were fplit into 
fcveral denominations, who were not in- 
clined to give quarter to one another 
any more than to their two powerful 
Common Enemies. But here I mull in- 
form my Readers of the rife and the 
Creed of the Macedonians who now made 
a very confiderable figure in the Chrif- 
tian world. After the - Nicene Council, 
when the contending parties h^d worn 
thcmfelves out in the moft refined dif- 
putes, concerning the Divinity of the 
Son of God, they then began to argue 
concerning that of the Holy Ghoft. Ma- 
cedonius theli Bilhop of Conftantinople 
peremptorily affirmed him to be, a 
Spirit of higher order than the Angels, 
but no other than a Creature : and he 
gave rife to the Se£t called Macedonians. 

There was a dilpute between him 

and one Paul for the Bilhopric of Con- 

' ftantipople. The Emperor fiding with 

Macedonius 
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Macedonius ordered the Praetorian Prac- 
feft to eftablilh him in the Epifcopal 
Throne. When he marched with his 
forces towards the Church for this pur- 
pofe, they met a very gr^at concourfe of 
people ; and fuppofmg they had come 
together to oppofe the acccution of the 
Emperor*s order, the Soldiers fell upon 
them and killed above three thoufand, and 
difpoiTefled Paul. But about the time o£ 
the Sardican Council Paul was reftored, 
and Macedonius forced; to keep his party 
together in an obfcure private Church. 
But this did not hold long; for Piiul^ 
was foon after carried by^ force to Cu^- 
cufus m Armenia and ftrangled th^^e %. 
and Macedonius was reinftated in his- 
place. But in the la£t Cotincil of Conilan^ 
tinople he was again depofed, by the pre- 
valence of Acaciu«, for ibme piretendcd! 
mifdemeanor^ and Eudoxius tranflated 
from Andoch to this See. Macedoniusv 
now declared and publifhed his Opinions 
about the Holy G^iofi: more openly than« 

ever ;. 
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c^^; and was joined and aflifted In 
fupporting thfem by Euftathius Bifhop of 
Sebaftea, ""Eleufis Bifhop of Cyzicum, 
Marathonius Bifliop of Nicomedia, So 
phronius Bifhop of Pbmpeiopolis and 
many others : and the Party became fo 
confiderable, that in the yeair 381 the 
Emperor Theodofms convened a Council 
at Conflantinople to judge of their Tenets^ 
where 36 Bifhops of this Party attended, 
who being required to fubfcribc the Con-^ 
lubftantial Faith, they all declared they 
never would 5 and wrote to thoffe of thfeif 
party in all places that they fhould not 
agree to the Nicene Creed ; for which 
they were condemned by the CcHincil and 
Anathematized. When the Emperor 
Gratian foon after publifhed a Law to 
allow every Seft to aft according tt) their 
own judgment in Religious Matters, the 
Macedonians affembled themfelves lyno* 
dically at Antioch, and there declared 
themfelves fo flrongly againfl the Confub* 
ftantial Doftrine, that they decreed that 

no 
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00 Chriftian ftiould hold Commumon witli 
&e Profeflbrs of the Nicenc Fsyith. 

Theodosius continued the Synod of 
Conftantinople three years. In the firft, 
the Macedonian Bifhops were condemned 
and Anathematized, Maximus was depo- 
fed from the See of that Capital, and 
Gregory Nazianzen fixed there in his 
ftead. But the Egyptian Bifliops, who 
arrived after this was done, joined with 
feveral others of the Council, who were 
ciiipleafed at Nazianzen's promotion, rai- 
led fuch Heats and Tumults on this 
occalion^ as made the new Bifhop foon 
to refign his charge. And hereupon 
Ne^tarius was confecrated Bilhop of Con- 
ftantinople. He prefided the fecond year 
in the Synod, to which they invited 
Nazianzen whom they had depofed the 
year before. But he refufed to go to 
this or any other Synodical Affembly: 
and told, them in his Letter * that Ex- 
5 perience had taught him how little 

t Good 
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* Good was to be expected from Synods 

* which ufually more widen than heal 

* up differences : where generally they 
^ claih and c[uarrel, wrangle and make 

* a noife more like a flock of Geeic and 

* Cranes, than an Aflembly of wife and 

* grave Prelates, At fuch Meetings, he 
' fays. Strife and Contention, Pride and 

* Ambition commonly bear the greateft 

* Iway ; and the man wha goes there 

* as a Judge, ihall fooner corrupt him* 
^ ielf than cor red: and reform others ; 
'* that for thefe reafons he had retired 
^ within himfelf, and thought the only 

* means of fecurity was to live in privacy 

* and folitude.' The next year 383 
Theodolius refolving to have a Creed 
made that all ihould comply with, did 
what he could to mollify and iweeten the 
fevcral parties. He received them all with 
the fondeft carefles, conniving at the 
Exercife of their feveral worfhips. But 
the Athanafian Bilhops were greatly of- 
fended at this Toleration, and infilled 

that 



that the Ariaiis might be fuppreflcd ancf 
banilhtd the City. Thi$ the Emperor 
found himfelf obliged to comply with, 
and foon after publifhed a ConftitutioA 
againft aU Heretics, efpeddly the Arians, 
Eunomians, Macedonians, Apollinarian^y 
&c. prohibiting them to meet ^together 
Qt ordain any Bifhops of their feveral: 
panies. But this had no great effcft. — 
Now it was that the Athanafians finding, 
themfelves., more numerous than their 
Oppofcrs {dt thensfelves to fonn a New 
Creed : And out of the old Forms of 
Jerufalem and Nice, they made another 
at Conftantinople, which is the very 
Creed, that we have in our liturgy 
under the Title of the Nicene Creed,, 
one Article only excepted concerning 
the Proceflion of the Holy Spirit. 
That the curious Reader may be fully 
convinced of this, I have fet down, in 
the two following pages, the very Creeds, 
of Jerufalem and Nice, that he may fee 

liow 
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liow the Conftantinopolitan Creed is form- 
ed from them. And this Creed, thus 
compounded, th<y called the Nicenc 
Creed, which name it retains to this day, 
becaufe the diftinguilhing Doftrine of the 
Confubftantiality of the Son with the Father 

is 

The Jerufalem Creed is this. I believe in <bne 
God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth, and of all things vifible and invififcle, and 
in one Lord Jefas Chrift the only begotten Son of 
God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, 
true God, by whom all things ase made, who was 
incarnate and made Man. He was crucified and 
buried, and the third day he rofe again from the 
dead, and afcended into Heaven^ and iits at the 
right hand of the Father, and (hall come again 
with glory to judge the quick and the dead, whoie 
Kingdom ftiall have no end. And in the Holy 
Ghoft the Comforter who fpake by the Prophets. 
In one Baptifm for the remiffion of fins and in one 
Holy Catholic Church, and in the Reforredion of 
the Flelh and the Life Evcrlafting. Amen. 

The Nicene Creed is in thefe words. We be- 
lieve in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
all thingi vifible and invifible, and in one Lord Jc- 

ius 
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is afferted in it. — My Readers have feen 
too much already of the miferable diP 
fenfions which arofe amongft Chriftians 
on account of their feveral Creeds or 
Confeffions of Faith. The Hiftories of 
the fucceeding times abound more with 
them, if poflible. The Goths, who foon 

after 



fus Chrift the Son of God, the only begotten of 
the Father, that is of the Subflance of the Father, 
God of God, Light of Light, Ytry God of Ycry 
Gody Begotten not made, of the fame Suhftuncg 
with the Father : by whom All things were made 
which are in Heaven and in Earth. Who for us 
men and for our Solvation came down and was incar- 
nate and was made Man and fufFered. The third 
day he rofe again and afcended into Heaven, and 
ihall come to judg« the quick and the dead. And 
in the Holy Ghoil. But for thofe who fay there 
was a time when he (the Son) was not, or that he 
was not before he was, or that he was made of 
things which had no exiflence, or that afHrm the 
Son of God tp be of any other fuhftanci- or effknce^ 
or that he was created, or is obnoxious to change 
or alteration, all fuch the Catholic and Apoftolic 
Church of God do Anathematize and Reje£i. 



C 95 3 

after over-ran Europe, were Arians ; the 
Emperors for the moft part were Athah^.- 
fians. Each held their feveral Councils in 
which they always took care to excommu- 
nicate and curfe one another moft heartily : 
and this was the pretence for the moft 
bloody Maflacres and Wars that ever 
plagued the Human Race : and to this the 
Contentions of the Bifliops amongft them- 
felves, for jurifdi6tion and power, con- 
tributed not a little. In this Council of 
Conftantinople, one of their Canons is, 
that the Bifliop of Conftantinople Ihould 
have precedence next to the Bifhop of 
Rome, who fhould be reckoned the firft 
Bifliop, becaufe he prefided in the firft 
City of the worfd. But in the next 
age the Biftiops in a Council at Chal- 
cedon made a Canon, that the Bifliops 
of Conftantinople ftiould, in all refpedts, * 
be equal to the Bifliop of Rome, becaufe 
Conftantinople was then as much Miftrefs 
of the world as the other had ever been. 
This gave rife to endlefs quarrels be- 
tween 
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cwccn the Bifliops of thcfe great Cities, 
and to the deadly hatreds which have 
prevailed between the Greek and Roman 
Churches from that day to this. So 
that it is no wonder that the Gentle- 
men at Rome will not admit, of the 
Canons of this Council as of any autho- 
rity. But thefe Decifions of the Coun- 
cils concerning the authority of the 
Biihops were afferted by their feveral 
Partifans to be as neceffary to be be- 
lieved and fubmitted to, as if they had 
been cxprefly inferted in their Symbols 
themfelves. Thus things went on in thef 
Chriftian world for feveral ages, when 
there appeared a Creed, no body knew 
by whom it was compofed, or from 
whence it came, that vaftly exceeded 
any thing which had ever appeared be- 
fore under that Title: and to this the 
' Author, whoever he was, very cunningly 
prefixed the name of St. Athanafius. 
This Man was in high eftimation in the 
Romilh Church, for reafons which have 

■ fome 
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fome time, ago appeared to the Reader. 
They extolled him as one of the greateft 
of Sainfs^ and greedily fwallowed down 
any thing which bore his name. St. Atha- 
nafius*s Creed foon became the Standard 
of the true Faith ; and every body was 
taught to fay, Whofoever will be faved, 
niuft, above all things, believe it tho- 
roughly ; and he who did not, without 
doubt Ihould perifh cverlaftingly. AH 
the Learned agree that Athanafius, with 
all his aflurance, ncyer went {6 great 
lengths in any damnatory claufes. And 
whether Vigilius Bilhop of Tapfa, or Hilary 
Bifhop of Aries, or Vincentius a Monk 
of Lerins in Provence, for all thefe are 
named, or any other, was the Author 
of this famous Compofition, it is the 
moft wonderful, myftical and unintelli- 
gible that was ever obtruded upon the 
human Undcrftanding. I need fay no 
more of it, for it fpeaks abundantly for 
itfelf, both in the Articles of Belief which 
it contains, and in the fevere threatnings 

F with 
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with which it enforces the belief of 
them. It is in every body's hands : Let 
every Man judge for himfelf. Thus much 
is certain — It was not wrote by Atha- 
liafius whofe name it bears, and if it was, 
it would not be intitled on that account, 
to any more authority than if it had 
been compofed by any other of the per- 
fons whom I juft now mentioned. 

I MAY be here thought negligent in 
omitting fome account of the contrary 
opinions, concerning the nature of Jefus 
Chrift, advanced by Neftorius Bilhop of 
Conftantinople, and Eutyches Abbot of 
a Monaftery in the fame City, cither of 
which would have introduced fome al- 
teration in the Creeds which had been 
eftablilhed. But moft of my Readers 
will not think thefe difputes of any great 
importance at this day. If there be 
any that do (as indeed their Confequen- 
ces have been felt by the whole Chriftian 
world ever fince) they may fee a full 

account 
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account of this whole affair, in Dupin*s 
Hiftory of the Councils of Ephefus anno 
430, and of Chalcedon 451, which will 
^undantly fliew the Humors and Man- 
ners of thefe times, in contriving and 
enforcing their feveral Syftems of Belief. 

But, as I obferved before, the Bifhops 
who met in the famous Council of Con- 
ftantinople, in years 381, 2, 3, and com- 
pounded a Creed which we call the Ni- 
cene, in the Article of the Holy Ghoft 
afferted only that he proceeded from the 
Fathen Whereas we, who received our 
Creed from the Romanifts, fay with them 
that he proceeds from both the Father 
and the Son. As this difference between 
the Greek and the Roman Churches 
produced the moft fatal Confequences, 
it may be expefted that I fhould give 
fome account of it. The precife time 
when this fo much controverted addition 
was made (of the Proceflion of the Holy 

Ghoft from the Son) is not eafy to be 

F 2 determined. 
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determined. In a Provincial Synod held 
at Toledo anno 65^ we find the Creed 
with this addition, fet down in the firfl 
Canon of that Council. But this was 
only the particular aft of that Synod. 
Nor did the Creed thus enlarged gener- 
ally obtain in the Spanifh Churches for 
a long time after. About the beginning 
of the next age but one, the Queftion 
concerning the Proceffion being ftarted 
by one John a Monk of Jerufalem, be- 
gan to be difputed in France, and a 
Synod was convened about it at Aix, in 
the year 809, and they fent feveral 
Bifhops to Ron;e, to prevail on Pope 
Leo III. to admit this Claufe into the 
Creed. But, after a long foUicitation, 
he told them that, though he liked * the 
Doftrine well enough, he could not 
give his Confent that this addition fliould 
be made to the Symbol : nay to pre- 
vent all miftake or fi;aud he ordered 
the Creed without that addition to be 
engraved both in Greek and Latin upon 

two 
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two Giver tables, and to ht hung up 
behind St. Peter*s Altar, there to remain 
as the Standard of the Original Creed. 
But notwithftanding all this, in about four 
years after, the Bilhops, in the Synod 
at Aries, publiftied a Confeflion of their 
faith with this claufe, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son ; which yet was no 
more than their private Confeflion. It 
ftems not to have gained any place in the 
Public Romilh Creed till the time of Pope 
Nicholas I. who entered upon that See 
anno 858, and to have been difcovered 
when the Quarrel broke out between 
him and Photius the great Patriarch of 
Conftantinople : for fo we find Photius 
feverely charging it upon the Latins as 
uoutQv xo^mii the height and crown of 
all their impieties, that with an unmea* 
furable boldnefs they had taken upon 
them to adulterate the Holy Creed ra- 
tified by the Decrees of General Coun- 
cils vo^oig \Qyi7fxoXi KM TrafnFy^dTiloi^ Xoyoig with 

falfe fenfcs and new invented terms of 

F 3 the 
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the inventions of the Devil : and then 
he. tells lis what he meant by all this^ 
that thefe [Addition-makers made the 
Holy Ghoft to proceed not only from 
, the Father, but from the Son alfo ; and fo 
goes on to exclaim againft the faft, and 
to argvfe againft the Dodrine. And all 
this he fpeaks of as newly done by fome 
Weftern Bifliops, (whom amongft other 
hard words he calls the Fore-runners 
and Minifters of the Antichriftian Apof- 

tacy,) who had been vcvl' tG icattef 
this and fome other new Doftrines amongft 
the Bulgarians, who had been about two 
years before converted to the Chriftian 
Faith. And henceforward the Difference 
between the Greeks and Latins widened 
every day, for this Innovation was fa 
much refented by the Eaftern Churches, 
that they thereupon broke off Commu- 
nion with the Weftern ; and the Pope 
excommunicated Photius, and all who 
refufed to acknowledge the Proceflion 
of the Holy Spirit from the Son as well 
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as from the Father. Thefe Quarrels 
continued between them many ages, 
though they were all, at fcveral times, 
forced to acknowledge they were fo far 
from underftanding the nature of this 
Proceffion, that they did not underftand 
the meaning of the very words they 
made ufe of in the difpute. But in 
procefs of tinie, about the year 1433, 
when the Turks had made themfelvcs 
Maftcrs of almoft the wkole Eaftern Em- 
pire, and were fwarming every where 
round Conftantinople itfelf, the poor 
Greek Emperor John Palaeologus II. 
found himfelf obliged, in the moft humble 
manner, to apply to the Chriftian Princes 
of Europe .for their affiftance againft 
thefe Mahometan Invaders, their Common 
Enemies who threatened deftruftion and 
extirpation to the very Name of Chri- 
tian. But as He and all, of the Greek 
Church were looked upon and deemed 
as Heretics and Schifmatics by the Pope 
and all of the Romifh Communion, he 

F 4 could 
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could obtain nothing from them without 
uniting himfelf and his Subjedls to the 
Church of Rome, particularly by renounc- 
ing their opinion concerning the Pro- 
ceffion of the Holy Spirit, and fubjefting 
himfelf and all his People to the Power 
and authority of the Roman Pontiff. Pope 
Eugenius treated the Emperor in his 
diftrefs with great contempt; but how- 
ever, upon promife of uniting with the 
Romifli Church, he gave him hopes of 
fuccour. At this time was convened 
the famous Council of Bafil, in order, 
as they gave out, to reform the difor- 
ders of the Church, both in it's head 
and it's members : and They encourag- 
ed the Greek Emperor ftill more. But 
foon after, a Difputc arifing between 
his Holinefs and the Council, the Pope, 
by a moft wicked trick, transferred the 
Council to Ferrara, and from thence to 
Florence. The Bifhops at Bafil highly 
incenfed at this behaviour of Eugenius, 
continued fitting, and pronounced a Sen- 
tence 
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tence -of Depofition againft the Pope, 
for being a Difturber of the Churches 
Peace, and a perjured haeretical fchifniatic. 
And they chofe in his room Amadeus 
Duke of Savoy, who affumed the name 
of Felix the Vth. While thefe things 
were doing at Bafil, Eugenius was not 
idle at Florence. He prefided himfclf 
in that Council, and darted all his thun- 
ders againft the tramontane Rebels. The 
Princes of Europe were divided between 
thefe two contending parties. Sigifmund 
Emperor of Germany and others took, 
part with the Council, while the King^ 
of Arragon, Caftilc and others ad-> 

• _ * 

hered to the Pope. Both parties did 
all they could to gain the Greek Em- 
peror, by promifing him mighty fuccours 
from this or that Quarter. But though 
he had refolved to go to Bafil and 
depend chiefly on Sigifmund ; Eugenius, 
by a wonderful finefle, brought him, 
together with Jofeph Patriarch of Con- 
ftantinople and the other Greek Bifliops, 

F 5 to 
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to Florence, where they had long dif- 
putes about the points in controverfyr 
and poor Palaeologus, from the mifcrablc 
circumftances of his affairs, was at length 
obliged to come over to the Pope's pro- 
pofals : and He and his Greeks figned 
the following Declaration. ' In the name 

* of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and 

* Holy Ghoft. By the Advice of this 

* Holy Oecumenical Council aflembled 
' at Florence, We define that the Truth 
' of this Faith be believed and recieved 

, * of all Chriftians, and that All profefs, 
' that the Holy Spirit is eternally from 

* the Father and the Son, and that He 

* proceeds \from thefe two eternally a& 

* one only Principle and by one only 

* Proceffion. We define alfo that the 

* Holy Apoftolic See and the Pope of 

* Rome hath the Supremacy over all 
' the Earth, that he is Succeffor of St. 
' Peter the Prince of the Apoftles, and 

* the Vicar of Jefus Chrift ; the Head of 
' the Church, the Father and Teacher of 

' all 
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» all Chriftians, and that Jcfus Chrift hath 

* given him, in the perfon of St. Peter, 
« the pow^r to feed, to rule, and govern 

* the Catholic Church.' The Emperor 
and his Bifhops returned to Conftantinople 
I ft of February 1440 fure of being joy- 
fully received and thanked for the Union 
they had brought' about between the 
Greeks and the Latins. But to their 
great furprize they found the Clergy and 
People there fo highly diflatisfied with 
what had been done at Florence, that 
they would not admit thofe who figncd 
the agreerrient to perform any Ecclefi- 
aftical Funftions amongft them : and 
when the Emperor commanded them to 
celebrate Divine Service, the People went 
out of the Churches and left them alone. 
In Ihort the public rage was fo great 
agaipft the Emperor, that in moft places 
they ftmck his nanicjout of the Diptichs, * . 

F 6 and 

* 

• The Diptichs were Tables hung up in the ^ 
Churches, on which were infcribed the Names of 

Ahc 
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and a Civil war was raifed againft him, 
headed by Demetrius his Brother. Not- 
withftanding this he laboured all he could, 
during the reft of his life, to eftablifh what 
he had begun. But moft of the Ecclefi- 
aftics, who had fubfcribed the Declaration 
at Florence, retracing it publicly in Greece, 
and almoft all the reft of the Clergy moft^ 
fiirioufly oppofing it, his defign was quite 
fruftrated •, and he died in the year 1448.^ 
Conftantine who fucceeded him, either 
could not or would not make that fer- 
vile Court to the Latins which his Bro- 
ther John had done : and therefore whea 
die Turks befieged Conftantinople in the- 
year 1453, the Popifh Princes gave him 
none, or very little, affiftance. The 
City was taken, Conftantine killed, and 
an end put to the Eaftern Empire of 
the Chriftians. The Latins in their ac- 
count of this Event fcem to rejoice in 

it, 

the Emperor, the Patriarchs and great Bifhops whofl» 
they were particularly to pray for. 
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it, and infult over the poor Greeks as 
moll abandoned Heretics and Schifma- 
tics. They reprefent God as highly in- 
cenfed with them for their Herefy in 
denying the Proceffion of the Holy Ghoft 
from the Son : and obferve as a proof of 
all this, that Conftantinople was taken by 
the Turks at Whitfuntide, the Feftival par-^ 
ticularly appointed in honor of the Holy 
, Ghoft. This is one remarkable Inftancc 
how far Prejudice, Superftition and Enthu- 
fiafm will carry People, who always fup- 
pofe God to be on their fide, and to be 
influenced by the fame motives with themr 
felves. Would it not be much more be- 
coming in us, on fuch oceafions, to fay, 
O Lord ! How unfearchable are thy Judg- 
ments, and thy ways paft finding outT 

• 

In the beginning of the next Century 
the fcandalous Sale of Indulgences, and 
many other Enormities of the Court of 
Rome, provoked a great part of Europe 
to cry aloud for a Reformation in Reli- 
gious 
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fet up to reform, in it*s own way, what 
was thought to be amils. They all appeal- 
ed to the Scriptures as the Standard of 
Truth; but, according to their various 
interpretations of them, the feveral King- 
doms and States compofed new Creeds 
and Articles of Religion. 'Hence were 
produced the Augfburg, the Helvetic, 
the Heidelberg, and many other Confcf- 
fions of Faith, on the Continent ; the 
Articles^ of Religion in England; and 
afterwards the Weftminfter Confeflion of 
Faith, which hath been adopted by the 
Clergy in Scotland. Now all thefe Re- 
formers ran upon the Rock which they 
fhould have mod carefully avoided ; and 
fo they broke into many different Sefts 
and Parties, who foon began to hate 
and perfecute one another with as much 
fury as the Papifts themfelves could. 
The Clergy every where retained fp much 
of Popery as to declare themfelves the 
Sole Judges of Chriftian Fa^fh ; and 

hence 
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hence the power of drawing up new 
Articles was aflumcd by Synods^ Convo- 
cations and other Reverend aflcmblies^ 
wha always took care to fecure their 
own Authority, as far as the prefent 
Circumftances of Affairs would allow. 
Had they been in earneft in the Decla- 
ration they made, which indeed was the 
only juftifiablc ground of their feparatioa 
from Rome, that the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teftament were the only 
Rule of Faith, why did they all go 
about to make others, and, as different 
from one another as from Popery itfelf. 
But that impofing Spirit of making their 
own fenfe of things a Standard of Truth, 
and a Rule for the reft of the world, 
which they fo juftly condemned in the 
Gentlemen of Rome, they thought, very 
convenient for themfelves. They would 
not be fubjeft to Rome : but pthera 
ftiould be fubjedt to them. But as all 
thefe Reformers declared themfelves Ene- 
mies to the Authority ^d Power of the 

Court 
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Court of Rome, the Pope, in his own 
defence, got an Aflembly of his Bifhops 
to meet in a Council at Trent-, and 
there He and They, in the plenitude of 
their authority, condemned and anathe- 
matized all thefe new Herefies., eftabliftxed 
the Creeds commonly called the Apoftles, 
the Nicene, and the Athanafian ; and 
added a long. Chain of Articles which 
before had never been decided, but were 
hereafter to be received and believed 
by .the Faithful, as neceflary to their 
Salvation as any of the former. Out 
of all thefe Decifions of this Holy Coun- 
cil there is a Creed compofed commonly 
called the Creed of Pope Pius . the fourth, 
decorated as ufual with proper Anathe- 
mas and Curfes, which all the Clergy 
of the Church of Rome are obliged to 
fubfcribe on their entering into Orders, 
and on many other occafions. And thus^ 
Things have continued to this Day., 



Of 
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Of ORTHODOXY. 

Orthodoxy is a Greek word which 
fignifies a Right Opinion : and hath been 
ufed by Churchmen as a Term to denote 
a Soundnefs of Doftrine or Belief with 
regard to all points and Articles of Faith. 
But as there have been amongft thefe 
Churchmen feveral Syftems of DoArine or 
Belief, they every one aflcrt for themfelves, 
that they only are Orthodox and in the 
right ; and that all others are Heterodox 
or in the wrong. So that what at one 
time and in one place hath been declared 
Orthodoxy or Sound Belief, hath at ano- 
ther time, and in another, or rrcn the 
fame place, been declared to be Hete- 
rodoxy or Wrong Belief Of this there 
are numberlefs Inftances in Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory ; fome of which have been re- 
peated in the foregoing pages : and we 
may only juft take a tranfient view of 
the prefent Chriftian world to perceive 

many 
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many more inftances of it fubfifting at 
this day. What is Orthodoxy at Con- 
ftantinople is Heterodoxy or Herefy at 
Rome. What is Orthodoxy at Rome is 
Heterodoxy at Geneva, London, and ma- 
ny other places. What was Orthodoxy 
here in the Reign of King Edward the 
fixth, became Herefy in the Reign of 
his lifter Mary ; and in Queen Elizabeth's 
time Things changed their Names again. 
Various was the fate of thefe poor words 
in the reigns of our fucceeding Kings, 
as the Currents of Galvinifm, Arminia- 
nifm and Popery ebbed or flowed. But 
the boldeft ftroke for the alteration of 
the meaning of thefe words was ftruck 



about fitry years ^go. Before that time 
Athanafianifm, as contained in that won- 
derful Creed which bears the Sainfs name^ 
was eftcemed by almoft every party 
amongft us, to Be the foundation, and 
the very ftandard of Orthodoxy; and 
the bare doubting of any point of it was 
deemed the greateft crime, and an ef- 

fedlual 
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fedtual bar againft all preferment in 
Church or State. But then Mr. Whifton, 
and fome other bold Spirits, arofe, who 
coTifidently aflerted that Arius was in 
the right, and Athanafius in the wrong : 
that the Opinions of the former were 
the Ancient Orthodox Doftrines of Chrif- 
tianity, and thofc of the latter were New 
and Heterodox : and that the Athanafian 
Herefy was the occafion of all the Mif- 
chiefs that have plagued the Church from 
the time of it*s firil appearance to the 
prefent. The Writings of thefe men 
have made a great alteration in the Sen- 
timents of the Britifli Nation. Athana- 
flUS hath fince been lofing credit every- 
day ; and the Creed which bears his name 
is now very far from being refpefted as it 
was a Century ago. For although there 
have been no public declarations made 
againft it, many of the Clergy fhew their 
diQike by neglefting to ufe it ; and fome 
of the moft refpeftable of them have^ 
in their private opinions, declared againft 

it: 
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it : and the intelligent Laity every wRencr 
ftiew their difapprobation of it. So un- 
certain and fluftuating a ' thing is Ortho- 
doxy. To-day it confifts in one fett of 
Principles ; to-morrow in another. At 
Rome it is wrapped up in Myftery. — • 
In Britain it is now fet forth as the 
Objed of Common Senfe and Reafon. 

But fo much hath been wrote upon 
the Subjcfts of Orthodoxy, Heterodoxy, 
and Hcrefy by others, that I need not 
trouble my Readers any farther about 
them. Were thefe words employed, as 
they ought, in diftinguilhing Virtue from 
Vice, and Good from Evil, they would 
s^mk of no variation, and be for ever 
taken in the fame fenfe. But as they 
are ufed to denote Opinions concerning 
the moft incomprehenfible Subjefts, no 
wonder that their meaning fhould be fo 
often miftaken, and occafion fo many 
endlefs and bitter difputes. 

Of 
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O/ CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

These arc both Greek words. Church 
properly fignifies the Houfe or Temple 
where Chriftians meet to celebrate or 
perform their public worfhip, and is evi- 
dently formed from the word Kv^iaxov The 
Houfe of the Lord -, to which Original 
indeed the Word in our Northern Dialed 
(Kyrk) comes nearer : and by a common 
figure in fpeech the People aflembled 
here are called the Church ; juft as the 
great Perfons aflembled in the King*s 
Court are' called. The Court. Catholic 
is a Greek word which fignifies Univerfal. 
So that when thefe two words Catholic 
Church are put together, they naturally 
fignify the Great and Univerfal Body of 
Chriftians in every Age and Nation, of 
which our Lord Jefus Chrift is the Com- 
mon Head, and they are all the feveral 
Members. But both thefe words, by 
the cunning management -of dcfigning 

men. 



4 
J 






. I 



[ ii8 ] 

tncn, have been ftrangely perverted, and 
made to ftand for the direft contrary to 
what they firft fignified. The word Churchy 
is often expreffed by another Greek word 
'EjM^tKria Ecclefia which cannot fignify any 
thing but the Aflembly or the Congre- ' 
gation : yet it has, for many ages, been 
fct down to fignify thofe particular Chrif- 
toans who have been appointed by the 
reft to officiate in Divine Things, to pro- 
nounce the Prayers of the Congregation, 
and to read and explain the word of God 
to them. And thefe Ecclefiaftics have 
affumed to themfelves the diftinguifliing 
appellation of the Clergy from another 
Greek word which fignifies Lot or Inhe- 
ritance, as if they were the peculiar Lot or 
Inheritance of God : and from being at 
firft the Minifters or Servants of the Peo- 
ple, and from receiving voluntary Salaries 
and Stipends to fupport them in doing 
their Duties have raifed themfelves, by 
infenfible degrees, to fuch height of au- 
thority and power, under the name of 

the 
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the CHURCH, ^as to determine judi- 
cially for the reft of the Congregation, 
what they are to believe and to do in 
religious affairs •, and claim thefe wages 
of the People, as their own by Divine 
Right. But as there is not the leaft 
trace of their Name, their Authority, or* 
their Stipends in the Holy Scripture, we 
muft look for their origin in the Councils 
and Decrees of after ages, when the power 
of the Clergy was faid to be above all 
other powers, and they claimed to be the 
Lords and Difpofers of both worlds, the 
prefcnt and the future. Nay one pre- 
sumptuous Clergynian, the Pope of Rome, 
claims and exercifes a very high, even a 
divine authority over the reft of his fort, 
as the very Vicar and Reprefentative of 
Jefus Chrift himfelf — to which they moft 
humbly fubmit. And He and his Party 
audacioufly uffume to themfelves, exclu- 
five of all others, the Name of the 
. Catholic Church. But, by a ftrange ab- 
furdity and contradidtion, they call this 

the 
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the Roman Catholic Church -, as if any 
particular Member could be the Uni- 
verfal or the Whole Body of the Chrif- 
tian Church. St. Paul certainly^forefaw 
this affuming and excluding Spirit which 
would arife amongft Chriftians, and there- 
fore he hath done all he could to pre- 
vent or cure it in the Xllth Chap, to 
the Romans, and in the Xllth Chap. 
I ft Ep. to the Corinthians, and then in 
the Xlllth Chap, he fhews the moft ex- 
cellent way to unite and knit together 
the feveral Members of Chrift*s Body 
the Church (viz.) by Charity or Univer- 
fal Benevolence. And this Charity, Love, 
or Univerfal Benevolence, our Saviour 
himfelf fixes as the very diftinguilhing 
Charafteriftic of the true Members of his 
Church. By This fhall all men know that 
ye are my Difciples, if ye love one another. 
How abfurd Ihould we think it if the 
People of any one County in Great Bri- 
tain fhould take it in their heads that 
they cnfy were true Britons, and on that 

account 
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accoimt (hould aflert that None but them- 
felves are intituled to the Benefits and 
Privileges of Britons. Surely all the other 
Inhabitants of this happy Ifland would 
look upon this as the higheft arrogance ; 
and would juftly fay, that for that rea- 
fon, they leaft of all deferred what they 
thus ridiculoufly laid claim to. This is 
the very part the Romanifts a6t in calling 
themfelves Catholics — And therefore wc 
may fairly conclude that the more any 
man is a Roman, the lefs he is a Catho- 
lic, and that the true Catholic is he who 
hath an extenfive Love and Charity for 
' all Chriftians, yea for all Mankind. 

0/ SUBSCRIPTION* 

This is a Latin Word which figniScs 
Writing a Perfon's name under an In- 
ftrument as a fign of Authenticating or 
Approving of it. The fenfe I would 
confidcrit in, relates particularly to Sub- 

G fcribing 
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fcribing certain Creeds or Articles olf 
Religion, as an approbation of them, 
which have been made, adjudged, and 
determined by thofe who are fuppofei to 
have authority for enjoining them. As 
foon as the Biftiops of the Chriftian Church 
mingled their abftrufe Metaphyfics with 
the plain Chriftian Divinity, they forfook 
the Holy Scripture as the onfy Rule of 
Faith, and introduced New Philofophical 
Terms and Opinions into their Religion, 
which gave occafion to fuch numerous 
difputes amongft themfelves as have done 
more harm to true Chriftianity than all 
the Perfecutions it hath fuftained from it's 
bittereft enemies. What dreadful Wounds 
has it received in the houfe of it's friends. 
For when they thus divided into Parties 
and Faftions, each of them, according to 
it's Numbers and Intereft in the world, 
met and enjoined certain Tenets which 
they, called Symbols or Creeds, not at all 
to eftablifh or confirm the Truth, for they 
knew that was eftablifhed already in the 

word 



[ "3 ] 

word of God, but to affix certain, phi- 
lofophical explanations of their own to 
it : and to thefe Explanations they De- 
creed that J// fhould Subfcribe who fhould 
retain or be capable of enjoying any 
Ecclefiaftical Preferment ; and very often 
they excommunicated and anathematized 
all who would not fubfcribe thefe Arbri* 
trary Decifions. By thefe means the con- 
fcientious -^ meek Chriftiana fufFered, and 
the proud dogmatical Philofophers tri- 
umphed over them. Many brave At- 
tempts were made by feveral good Men 
in the primitive times to reduce Chrif- 
tianity to it's original Simplicity, as re- 
vealed in the word of God. But the 
world became fo poffefled with thefe 
myfterious Notions, which were cryed up 
as the Standard and Teft of Orthodoxy 
or Right opinion, that thefe Notions, 
and the Terms to exprefs them, muft 
be retained at any rate; and the whole 
Scripture wrefted and tortured to fupport 
them. From the Council of Nice to 

G 2 the 
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the Council of Trent, and later, one 
hardly meets with any thing elfe in Ec- 
clefiaftical Conventions but Inftances to 
prove this. It muft therefore feem a 
wonderful thing to confiderate men, that 
at the Reformation, care was not taken 
cffeftually to fupprefs this arbitrary im- 
pofing Spirit, which had been the occafi- 
on of aU the Mifchiefs they then fo juftly 
complained of. But inftead of this, in- 
ftead of recurring to the word of God 
as the true Standard of Orthodoxy, in- 
ftead of uniting together in this indiflbluble 
Bond, the Reformers fplit into feftions, 
by makings almoft every one of them, 
a new Symbol or Creed, to which they 
would have the reft implicitly to fubfcribe. 
And fo, inftead of acquiefcing in the title 
of Reformed Chriftians, they gloried in 
the names of ApoUos, of Cephas, of Lu- 
ther, of Calvin, &c. &c. And though 
many things were then changed for the 
better, the Caufe of the Evil was not 
removed, but remains amongft the moft 

reformed 
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reformed Nations to this day. Every one 
of them has eftablifhed it's own Syftem 
of Articles to be fubfcribed : and fome 
of them as abfurd and unintelligible as 
thofe of Popery itfelf. Indeed Thofe of 
the Church of England are the mod 
moderate of any that were then framed. 
But, Did theyw or can they, accomplifh 
the End propqied ? * For the avoiding 

* Diverfities of ^ Opinions^ and Stablift>ing 

* Confent touching true Religion.* Have 
they not been the occafion of perpetual 
Difputes, and fometimes of Deprivations^, 
Confifcations, Banifliments, Executions, 
Murders, Infurreftions and Civil Wars ! 
So true is it, and it will for ever be foj 
that fuch Pretences of Unity are Caufe3 
of the greateft Divifions. Upon paffing 
the Aft of Parliament in (^ Elizabeth's 
Reign to oblige the Clergy to fubfcribe 
thefe Articles, many ferious good Men 
refufed to comply with it •, and Thefe 
were called Puritans, who foon became 
a very confiderablc part of the Nation— 
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and every body knows what followed* 
But what nnay feem quite aftonifhing is, 
that thefe very Puritans who refufed to 
fubfcribe thefe Articles of the Church of 
England, (hould, when they became the 
Dominant Party, in their Aflembly of 
Divines, compofe and frame another fet 
of Articles, much more exceptionable, 
and declare them, as the Standard of 
Orthodoxy, to be fubfcribed by all who 
ftiould be admitted to the facred Mini- 
ftry. And this is called the Weftminfter 
Confeflion of Faith, as it was compofed 
there, and is now the? Form which all 
the Clergy of Scotland are obliged by 
Law to fubfcribe. Soon after the Refto- 
^ration of Charles II, when the Epifcopal 
Party, by the influence of the ^ Court, 
got the Lead again, the Subfcribing the 
39 Articles and an unfeigned A lien t 
and Confent to All and every thing con- 
tained in the Book of Common Prayer^ ' 
with many new Additions, and the Or- 
dinals, was required from the Clergy by 

Aa 






Aft of Parliament — which continues in 
force to this day. And fo zealous were 
fome of the Clergy, at that time, to pre* 
ferve their Benefices, that Biftiop Burnet 
fays, many of them fubfcribed their Af- 
fent and Confent to this whole Book, who 
were fo from having then ever read itj 
that, they could never have feen it ; though 
two thoufand of them, he tells us, were 
fo confcientious as to relinquifh their 
Benefices rather than fubfcribe. This 
muft neceflarily have occafioned great 
difputes and altercations concerning the 
lawfulnefs or expediency of this Subfcrip- 
tion, cfpecially as many Members of the 
Parliament which made this law, were 
much agaihft it ; for the Bill was carried 
but by a fmall Majority. And thefc Dif- 
putes have continued to our own time. 
Many of the Eftablilhed Clergy have un- 
dertaken to vindicate their Condudl in 
Subfcribing to the Articles and all things 
contained in tire Book of Common Prayer 
and Ordinals ^ but they do not All do this 

G 4 after 
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after the fame manner. Some ftill openly 
declare that they Subfcribc to thefe things 
in the plain and obvious meaning of the 
words, as they were originally intended 
by the Compilers of them. But this 
Party is very fmall and inconfiderable, 
and looked upon with an evil eye by the 
reft, as no better than mere Calvinift^, 
which hath been, ever fince the time of 
Arch Biftiop Laud, a term of great re- 
proach in the Church of England. And 
indeed whoever attends Modern Sermons 
will hear very few but what feem to be 
upon a different Syftem from the original 
meaning of the 39 Articles. Therefore 
moft of the Clergy make no fcruple of 
declaring that they fubfcribe thefe Articles 
in fenfes, every one as he can beft re- 
concile them to his own fentiments and 
way of thinking. Some fubfcribe them, 
as what they call. Articles of Peace, more 
than of Belief. Others fubfcribe them 
as containing many Truths, though there 
may be fome miftakes in them, which 

they 
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they hereby oblige themfclves not avow- 
edly and openly, to contradift. Others 
fubfcribe them in any fenfe they can make 
of them by any grammatical figures and 
critical Rules. And others fubfcribe them 
as old obfolete Laws, which, by age, 
have loft their force, and are little now 
but a dead Letter. And This I think is 
the cafe of Modern Subfcription to the 
39 Articles ; I mean amongft Thofe who 
reflefl: upon what they are then doing. 
For I would appeal to my Lords the 
Bifhops, whether they believe One young 
Gentleman in many, who offer themfclves 
to be ordained, have reflected at all upon 
thefe matters, or even given themfclves 
the trouble to read over All that they 
then take upon them to fubfcribe. 

I CANNOT indeed^ here avoid taking 
notice of the Evafion that is made ufe 
of with regard to one of the Articles, 
viz. the 8 th, which is in thefe words. 
Of the three Creeds. The three Citeds, 
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Nice Creed, Athanafius's Creed, and that 
which is commonly called the Apoftles* 
Creed, ought thoroughly to be received and 
believed \ for they may be proved by 
moft certain warrants of holy Scripture. 
Whoever reads the Athanafian Creed 
and compares it with tjie holy Scriptures 
muft be furprized at this bold Aflertion, 
that it may be proved by them which 
are quite filent on the diftinguifhing 
Dodrine of that Creed. This the belt 
Writers on this fubjedt are fenfible of, 
and therefore they put this glofs of the 
matter. * AH that is required of us 

* as neceflary to Salvation is, that before 
' all things we hold the Catholic Faith, 

* which Catholic Faith is defined in the 

* third and fourth verfes to be a Belief 

* in the Doftrine of .fhe Holy Trinity, 

* All that follows. from hence to the 26th 

* verfe is only brought; ^as a proof and 

* illullrafion of it : and therefore requires 

* our Affent no more than a Sermon does 

which 
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* which is made to prove or lUuftrate 
« a Text/ 

W H E A T L Y and others. 

What Shuffling, Contradidlion, and 
Equivocation are here ! Yet this is the 
beft Apology that the warnieft Advocates 
for the Athanafian Creed are able to make 
for it. One of them believes it only 'to 
one vcife — Another to another, though 
all profefs to believe it thoroughly^ and 
enforce the Belief of the U^hole on whom- 
foever will be faved, under no lefs a pe- 
penalty than Eternal Damnation. Nay, 
What is more. Every one of thefc Ad- 
vocates Subfcribe and declare an unfeigned 
Aflent and Confent to All and Every thing 
contained in it ! 

INDEX EXPURGATORIUS, 



These are Latin words. Index pro- 
perly fignifies that which points or direfts ' 
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to ibmething fought after. Expurgato- 
lius, what has the power to cleaniie or 
purge. Therefore thefe two words to- 
gether, with regard to Books, fignify a 
particular pointing out fome paflages in 
Authors which arc to be correded, 
amended, or purged. 

On the happy » Day- in which the Art 
of Printing was invented. Knowledge rofe 
Tike the Sun after a gloomy night, and 
by degrees fpread it's glorious beams over 
a world that Jiad long lain in darknefs 
which might be feverely felt. What a 
benign mfluence has it had upon the af- 
fairs of Mankind, both in Religion and 
Government ever fince ! ]^ut the Deceivers 
and Oppreflbrs in both. Who, alas ! have 
always been too many, perceiving that 
hereby their Crafts were in danger of 
being difcovered, foon fet themfelves, with 
all their power and cunning, to obfcure 
or confbfe this Light, by raifing thick 
clouds about it, by hanging out falfe 

lights. 
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lights, or by endeavouring to perftiade 
people that their Eyes were too weak to 
bear the true ; and that it would be beft 
for them to continue to go on in the 
fame guidance and direction in which 
they and their forefathers had gone for 
fo many ages ^ and in this defign they 
fucceeded but too well j though fome 
bold Spirits, who dared to be free, af- 
ferted their right to fee with their own 
eyes, and to make ufe of that light wlih 
which God had blefled them. Thefe 
went on enquiring into the Corruptions 
of former times, and foon found otit 
that many things which liad been held 
in the higheft veneration deferved in re- 
ality the utmoft contempt. And thence 
proceeded fuch Reformations in Religion 
and Government as have, within the two 
laft Centuries, given quite a new face to 
the Affairs of Mankind. But thofe who 
had fo long had the gainful Leading of 
a blinded and deluded World, could not 
fee with patience fo many Nations and 

People 
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People defert their government and gui- 
dance : therefore they employed the ut- 
moft power of force, and every art of 
cunning> to reclaim and bring them bade . 
into fubjedion to their former Lords and 
Matters. Let the Hiftorians give Inftan- 
ces of Perfecution to prove the former. 
My Bufincfs here is only to point out 
one inftance of their Cunning to prove the 
latter. 

When the Reformation was fpreading 
in the Low Countries, their Sovereign 
Philip the lid. King of Spain, • opprefled 
them with moft cruel and illegal exafti- 
ons, {igainft which they firft made the 
moft humble Rcmonftrances, but finding 
them inefFcdtual, they were obliged to. 
ftand upon their defence, and oppofe force 
to force. The King being perfuaded that 
their new Notions in Religion were the 
chief caufe of their oppofitkm, refolved, 
by every method, to root that out of • 
his Dominions, and therefore oklered the 
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Inquifition to be eftabliflied amongfl: them.* 
But That, inftead bf healing, made the 
wound incurable. Another method he 
took was to have all heretical books con- 
demned by an Index Expurgatorius of 
the Holy Office which he took care to 
have printed: Pope Paul the IVth was 
fo pleafed with this fcheme, that in the 
year 1559* he ordered the Inquifition at 
Rome to print a fecond Index much more 
copious than Philip's. But heretical Books 
became fo numerous in the time of Pius 
the Vth, that he recommended this bu-' 
finefs to the Council of Trent, who made 
another Indei j and referred that matter^ 
for the future, intirely, to the Pope him- 
felf. Upon which Pius the Vth, Gregory 
Xlllth, and Sixtus Vth, each of them^ 
drew up his Index Expurgatorius. But 
Pope Clement the Vlllth made the moft 
copious one in 1596. Many others were 

compofed, as Books of Controverfy in- 
creafed. But the moft confiderable of all is 

that of Sottomayor which was made for all " 
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thfe States fubjeft to the King of Spain, 
and comprehends all the others, coming 
down as low as the year 1667. The 
unbounded licentioufnefs which the Popes, 
and the feveral Inquifitors have taken in 
thefe Indices is almoft beyond belief. It 
is no great wonder they Ihould purge 
or condemn all Books publiflied by the 
Reformers againft the Church of Rome* 
But becaufe thefe fupported their opinions 
by the authority of the Ancient Coun- 
cils and Fathers the Popes found no way 
to invalidate this authority, but by pub- 
liftiing new Editions of thefe Councils 
and Fathers, purged from all heretical 
pravity; u> which great work many of 
the moft able Divines at Rome and other 
places were employed for feveral years, 
who carefully corrected, or left out, 
whatever appeared againft them ; and in- 
terpolated many things for their own pur- 
pofe which were not in the Originals. 
Dr. Thomas James hath publifhed a 
Trcatife with this Title of the Corruptions 

of 
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tf Scrip turey Councils and Fathers ^ by tbi 
Prelates^ Tafiws and 'Pillars of the Church 
of Rome for Maintenanct of Popery^ In 
which are numberlefs inftances of this 
fort. But he fays • I take not upon mt 

* to note all their literal Corruptions 

* which either myfelf have obferved, or 

* others have noted unto me. That were 

* to fill the world with huge Volumes 

* and to deliver the places not by De- 

* cades, as now; but by Centuries or 

* Chiliads. But fo many are noted of 

* each kind as may ferve to inform your 

* underftanding in this great Myftery of 

* Fraud; and that you may defcry th6 

* Lion of Rome by his Paw, and learn 

* to deteft all fuch Romifh Corruptions.* 
In another place, addrefling himfelf to 
thefe publilhers he fays ' You have omit- 
' ted whole pages in fome places, divers 

* fentences and words in others, adding 
^ in one place and taking away in another ; 

* and fometimes by a ftrange kind of 

Metamorphofis, 
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* Metamorphofis, changing Negatives in* 

* to Affirmatives, vifible into invifible, &c.* 

Though they printed thefe Indices 
Expurgatorii they durft not make-^m 
public to the world. They only gave 
Copies of them to thofe they thought 
they could intirely truft. But by the 
Providence of God, Dr. James — who 
was Keeper of the Bodleian Library, tells 
us, there are feveral of them now there. 
But to complete the villainy, and authen- 
ticate thefe frauds, Dr. James tells us in 
another place, * that ii^ the Vatican l.i- 

* brary, there are certain men maintained, 

* only to tranfcribe A6ls of the Councils 

* or Copies of the Father's Works. Thefe 

* Men, appointed for this bufmefs, do, 

* in tranfcribing Books, imitate the Letter 

* of the Ancient Copies as near as can be 

* expreffed. And it is to be feared that 

* in copying out of Books they do add, 

* and take away, alter and change the 

* Words, according to the pleafure of 

their 
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* their Lord the Pope. And fo thefe 

* Tranfcripts may within a few years, (by 
' * reafon of their counterfeiting the ancient 

* Hands) be vouched for very old Ma- 

* nufcripts, deluding the world with a 

* Ihdw of Antiquity, The danger is the 

* greater, becaufc there may be an Index 

* Expurgatorius (for ought that we know) 

* for purging the Manufcripts, as well as 

* the printed Books. * What makes this 
extremely probable is, that thefe Expur- 
gatory Indices, ever fmc6 the Council of 
Trent, arc compiled by a Commiffion 
ifluing from the Pope himfelf, who was 
authorized and intreated into that ofHce 
by that Council. For thefe Fathers per- 
ceiving the danger that was likely to hap- 
pen to their Church, if Books indifferently 
of all forts fhould be permitted to be 
read, foUicited the Pope, who appointed 
certain Cardinals to be General Inquifitors 
at Rome, together with the Matter of the 
Sacred Palace. And they appointed their 
Deputies in the fcveral States of Chrif- 

tendom. 
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tendom, to fee that Nothing contrary up 
the Catholic Faith or good Manners, as 
cftabliflied in the Council of Trent, fhould 
be taught, ^oken, uttered, or publiftied 
fccretly or openly, in writing or in print, 
&c. No wonder then that the Pope Ihould 
begin this pious work in his own palace 
by purging the Vatican Library of any 
appearance of Hercfy which might defile 
that facred place. But the Corruptions in 
the Roman Editions of the Councils and 
Fathers are fo well known, that thefe Edi- 
tions are of much lefs authority amongft 
the intelligent Papifts themfelves than thofe 
of Antwerp, and other places. Here I 
cannot omit mentioning that curious dif- 
tindion of Gretfer the Jefuit in his Apo- 
logy for the purging of Books. He fays. 
The Works of the Fathers, as Fathers, 
need no purgation 5 but being confidered 
as Sons of the Church, their words may 
be cenfured and corredbed by the Church, 
that is by the Pope. I ihould here ob- 
ferve that before thefe feveral Editions of 

the 
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the Indices Expurgatorii there are rule« 
fet down which the Inquifitors are to 
obferve in performing their holy office. 
Before that of Pope Clement the Vlllth, 
1595, the firft Rule runs thus : All Books 
publifhed before the year 151 5, which have 
been condemned by the Popes, or general 
Councils, though they happen to be omit- 
ted in this Index, Hand as fully condemn- 
ed as formerly. By the 4th Rule the ufe 
of the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue is 
forbidden to all pcrfons — without a particu- 
Jar licenfe. By the loth Rule there are ' 
feveral regulations made about the printing 
of Books, as, that no book (hall be pub- 
lifhed, at Rome without the approbation 
of the Pope's Vicar, or fome peribn de- 
legated by the Pope -, nor in other places, 
unlefs allowed by the Bifhop of the Dio- 
cefe, or fome perfon deputed by him, or 
by the Inquifitor of heretical pravity: 
And for their diredion it is ordered, that 
they fhouki obliterate all heretical and er- 
roneous Pofitions, and any that favour 

of 
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of herefy -, all that are fcandalous, rafli 
and ofFenfivc to pious ears, all that ad- 
vance any thing againft the Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Holy Sacraments, and 
all that introduce any novelty inconfiftent 
with the received Cuftoms and UJage of the 
Romijb Church : and likewife that they 
fhould correS all words that are any way 
dubious or ambiguous, or that might mif- 
lead the minds of the Readers -from the 
right Catholic Opinions into thofe wicked 
new herefies; 

All thefc Rules and InjunAions have 
been now for a long tim? moft pun6tu- 
ally obferved wherever the power and in- 
fluence of the Popes extended. And the 
Princes of the world, being almoft as 
'much afraid of having their Subjefts to6 
much enlightend as the Priefts the mfclves, 
have done all they could to keep them 
in the dark, and prohibited any Books 
to be publilhed in their refpeftive Do- 
minions that had not firfl: obtained the 

Royal 
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Royal Imprimatur. The Englifh Gentle* 
man had rcafon therefore to make this, 
reply to the Frenchman, who was boaft- 
ing that his nation excelled all the reft 
of the world in fine Writing, in Poetry, 
Hiftory, Phiiofophy, &c. Ah Monfieur J 
Confider, There are but two Subjedts 
worth a wife man's while to write about, 
Government and Religion, one to make 
us happy - in this world, and the other in 
the next -, and you dare not write about' 
cither of them. 

We in this happy Ifland value ourfelves 
and are envied by the reft of the world, 
on account of our Liberties both Civil 
and Religious. What is that preferves 
thefe invaluable Bleffings to us ? Surely 
it is the Liberty of the Prefs. The Crafty 
Politicians and imperious Churchmen trem- 
ble at this little Engine, which hath been 
fo often and fo fuccefsfuUy employed to 
defeat their pernicious projects. No won- 
der 
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dcr then that they detefbit, and cry out 
upon every occaTion againft the Ucentiauf- 
nefs of the Prefs; and wifh for nothing 
fo much as an Index Expurgatorius to 
prevent, or blot out, every thing that 
expofes their Mifddngs* 
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SOME 

REFLECTIONS, 

MISCELLANEOUS OBSER- 
VATIONS, 

QUOTATIONS akdCLUERIES 
On the Foregoing Subjects. 

I BELIEVE my Readers are now fuffi- 
ciently apprized of the importance of 
underilanding the meaning of thefe words 
which I have undertaken to explane. 
How happy would it be for Mankind, if 
we all took them in their proper fenfe! 
Then Reafon would be allowed to be the 
mod noble of all the human Powers, as 
comprehending every thing in it which 
exalteth us above the other Animals of 
this terreftrial Globe. Then we fliould 
be induced to ferve God with a reafonable 
fervice ; to love him with all our hearts 

H and 
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and fouls, and our Neighbors as our- 
ftlves. If we depreciate and under-value 
.Reafon, we give ourfelves up either to 
brutifli ienfuality, riot, and excefs; or to 
the Wild freaks of Enthufiafm or Fanati- 
cifm *, and it is hard to fay which of thefc 
has the worft confequences. We fee too 
many fatal inftances of Senfuality every 
day to queftion the truth of it's direful 
cffcds ; and if we look into the prefent ftate 
of Mankind, or read their former hiftory, 
we Ihall fee what ravages Enthufiafm 
and Fanaticifm make in the human mind,' 
and what dreadful Mifchiefs they bring 
upon the world. The Perfons poflefled 
with them pretend, or think themfelves, 
to be under a particular divine influence. 
This makes them look down with con- 
tempt on all who have 'not attained to 
this high privilege. They . deem the reft 

r 

of Mankind as neglefted or forfaken of 

God, 

* Enthufiafm is a Greek and Fanaticifm a La- 
tin word, and both %nify a pretence to Divine 
npiration. 
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God, while they and their party are hii 
cnly favorites. They are profefled Ene- 
mies to Reafon. To liften ^to that would, 
in their account, be low and carnal. No ! 
Divine Infpiration excites them to every 
thing ; and under this pretence, they 
often give a loofe to their vengeance, 
their ambition, their uncharitablenefs, and 
every evit defire \ and fanftify all with this 
plaufible pretence, that they are following 
God's direftion in defpifing or deftroying 
thofe whom he detefts and abhors* This 
hath always been the efFedt of Fanatic- 
ifm wherever it hath power to exert it- 
felf It is not confined to this or that 
time, nation, or condition of men. It is 
the fame pernicious Wild-fire whether in 
a Brachman, a Magian, a Mufti, a Der- 
vize, a Pope, a Friar, a Bifliop, a Pref- 
byter, an Emperor, a King, a Cromwell 
or a Cobler. So juft is the Obfervaticn, 
that as true Religion is the Perfedtion of 
Reafon, Fanaticifm is the Difgrace ahd 
Deflruftion of it. 

H 2 One 
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One method which Fanatics of all forts 
have made ufc of to juilify their follies 
and excefles has been to introduce cant 
phrafes and hard words into Religion. 
Each of them has it's ABRACADABRA : 
and thefc words are to do every thing* 
Of what wonderful importance was the 
word OMOOTSIOI fuppofed formerly to 
be in the Chriftian Religion ! Thofe who 
brought, and thofe who kept it in, re- 
prefented to the people, that the very 
Eflence of Chriftianity confifted in it; 
though neither the word nor the thing it 
would exprefs, has any place in the divine 
writings; but was evidently transferred 
from the works of the Heathens by fome 
^learned men, who were fonder to Ihew 
themfelves mighty Philofophers than hum- 
ble Chriftians. According to Suidas in his 
Diftonary bfAoii(Tioi or coeflential is faid of 
thofe things, which having, each of them, 
it*s particular Hypoftafis or Subftance, 
are, amongft themfelves, of the fame nature. 

In 
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In this fenfe of the word Ariftotle has 
faid ofMH<na ie 'Trivia ar^a all the ilars are of 
the fame effcnce. Porphyry has written 

ifjuoiffiOi m ray (uq)v 4^vx^i tifxtTs^atg^ that the 

Souls of Beafts are of the feme effence 
with ours : and Plato believed that his 
three Principles were hfMi<rio^ that is co- 
eflential and of the fame nature. In 
this fenfe the Council of Antioch, aflem- 
bled in the year -2 70 againft Paul of Sa- 
mofata, rejefted and condemned PauPs 
ifM^triog as dividing the Supreme Being, 
and therefore contrary to the Unity 
of the Godhead. But however, it was 
in this very fenfe that the Council of 
Nice, 325, decreed, that the Son waa 
ofAoia-ioi that is of the fame fpccific Eflencc 
or Nature with the Father. And there- 
fore Mr. Jackfon, in his Novation, hath 
aflerted that the Homooufian Doftrine, 
which took it's rife" from the Pagans or 
the Heretics, ^ could never be truly Or- 
thodox ; and that it is to the Council of 
Tyre, which condemned Athanafius, that 

H 3 we 
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we ffiould give the glory of TRUE 
ORtHODOXY. 

Of all the Religious Se6ks that evef 
appeared in the world, the Church of 
Rome hath produced the moft and the 
grpateft Fanatics. To give Inftances of 
this would be endlefs. In general on« 
may fay that the Lives of all their Saints^ 
Male and Female, are abundant proofs 
of it. But Saint Francis and St. Domi*- 
nic are more famous for their Revel ac- 
tions, efpecially for their Intercourfes and 
Communications with the Virgin Mary> 
than any of the reft. The Stories of thele 
and their other Saints feems to us Here- 
tics to be the moft ridiculous pieces of 
Burlefque that were ever exhibited to 
the world : and happy would it be for 
Mankind if that were all the harm they 
had done — to malce us laugh. But alas! 
Thefe fanatical Stories^ ridiculous as they 
jfeem, have been made the occafion of 
very ferious raifchief* In purfuance of 

thde 



r 



[ ^51 ] 

thefe pretended Revelations it was that 
^t.' Dominic fet himfelf, with fo much 
zeal, to extirpate the Albigcnfes in France, 
who were the Fore-runners of the Pro- 
tcftants there J for the Pope, at this Saint's 
folicitation, raifed a Croifade againft them, 
and deftroyed by fire and fword, above 
fifty thoufand of them. However Domi- 
nic was not fatisfied with this ; but, re- 
folving to prevent the growth, or the 
very appearance, of Herefy in that Coun- 
try for the future, advifed the Pope to 
creft a Court of Inquifition there, of which 
he himfelf was made the firft Inquifitor : 
and this kind of Tribunal hath been fincc 
eftabliflied in divcrfe other Countries, to 
the fuppreffion of every thing generous 
and worthy in human nature, and the 
exaltation of every thing tyrannical and 
abominable : and St. Dominic's venerable 
pifture is carried in the Banners of the 
Holy Office, on every public occafion, 
with the greateft folemnity, to this day. 
Thefe aM a thoufand other perfecutions 
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and grievances have been the blefled c£- 
fcfts of Fanaticifm, all fupported by their 
Legendary Tales of high and fpiritual 
Revelations, Communications and Inter- 
courfcs with Jefus Chrift^ the Virgin and 
the Saints of Heaven; and fonxetimes 
with the Devils of Hell. What then does 
the world owe to that Fanatic who led 
the way. in publifhing fuch vifionary 
Tales! And for this we are obliged to 
St. Athanafius himfelf — who in his Life 
of St, Anthony the Monk, gave the 
Model of this way of writing, which 
hath been fo well imitated in all Popifh, 
and fome other Countries, by thoufands 
of fanatical Enthuiiafts in every Age lince. 
And it is very remarkable that sUl thefe 
pretended Infpirations and Revelations 
have b«en calculated, by their reljpeftive 
Authors to promote the Reception of 
their favourite Syftems in Divinity. This 
is particularly true of Athanafius, who, 
by thi^ artful management, prevailed up- 
on tne world to give up thek Reafon 

for 
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for lUufion, and their own Judgment for 
the Reveries which he publiQied concern- 
ing St. Anthony. And fuch hath been 
the fuccefs of many Enthufiafts in every 
age fince, and is now very much fo amongft 
ourfelves, in the Romantic Pretenfions of 

. fome modern Sedts. So that we fee when 
once People defpife or obfcure their Rea- 
fon, they darken the Light which God 
has given them as the true Guide of Life ; 
and tamely give themfelvcs up to be led 
blindfold wherever weak or defigning men 
may find it for their purpofe to carry 
them. And when cunning men have thus 
got the leading of the fimple, they tell 
them many ftrange ftories, and inculcate 
this principle ftrongly into them, that their 
greateft merit confifts in believing them ; 
and this not only in matters of faft, but 
in every fpeculative point, which they 
think will tend to promote their own 
defigns. Hence have been propagated 
thoufands of idle and imaginary Tales, 

. and all thofe abfurd Syftems of Belief, 
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which have, from time to time, bccn^ 
foifted upon poor Mankind, as neceffarjr 
to be believed, in order to obtain Eter- 
nal Salvation. Indeed Ibme refolute think- 
ing men have arifen at various periods^ 
who, perceiving thcfe villanies and frauds^ 
bravely refifted the impofing of them up- 
on the world.- But the prevailing party 
who governed the Crowd, did every thing 
to run them down -, till at laft the time 
came, at the Reformation, when Truth 
was able to make a ftand againft Error,, 
and the Liberties of Mankind were at 
ferted. Happy would it have been for' 
the caufe of true Chriftianity if the Re- 
formers had gone a little further in their 
great work : but confidering the circum- 
fiances of the times,, as they had to da 
with an ignorant fuperftitious and bigotted 
worlds our wonder fliould not be that 
they did no more, but rather that th^y 
did fo much. It was at that time uni- 
verfally believed that they ftiould all, ac- 
cording to the unhappy example of the 

firft 
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firft Chriftian Councils, compofe certain 
Articles or Confcflions of Faith, to be 
aflented to and fubfcribed by thofe whom 
they would admit to their Communion: 
and upon this Rock they fplit, as of old, 
into different parties and faftions, many 
of whom vainly affumed a like autho- 
rity to themfelves which they could not 
bear in another -, and this gave rife to 
thofe differences and diffentions which 
have prevailed amongft us to this day. 
Thus we fee that the fame Caufe will 
produce the fame Effeft. The Council 
of Nice fet the Example ; and many who 
call themlelves Proteftants, as well as the 
Councils of Lateran, Conftance, Bafil and 
Trent, have Jhamefulfy followed it. 

All Chriflians feem devoutly to wifh 
that they All. had the fame fentiments 
in Religion, and that fome means could 
be hit upon to bring about fo defirable 
an end. The Church of Rome thinks 
this can onfy be dQne by forcibly com- 

H 6 pelling 
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peUing all DUTenters to fubmit to the 
determinations of the Church, i. Cr o£ her 
own Clergy, who, they alledge, have au- 
thority to decide and declare. What is 
True or Falfe in Religion. The Protec- 
tants, on the contrary, pofefs to maintain 
that the mly means to "bring about an 
Union amongft Chriftians is to confine 
themfelves intinly to the Scripture as the 
Rule of Faith. But as all thefe do not 
agree in the fenfe of this Scripture, the 
Queftion recurs who fhall judge between 
them concerning the Senfe of this Rule. 
Thofe who rejeft the authority of the 
Roman Chxirch cannot fubftitute their 
own inftead of it: for it would be ridi- 
culous in any of them to claim that au- 
thority to themfelves which they defpife I 
in her. The only poffiWe way to unite 
them then is, really and bona fide, to aR 
upon the Principle which they all profefs, 
to make the Scripture alone in ifs own 
words^ the Standard of Truth, and ac- 
quiefce in a Profeffion oi that without 

confining 
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confining it*s fenfe to this or that parti- 
cular Syftem of Mctaphyfical Divinity 
which each Se£t has formed to itfelf. 
Surely every party fhould grant to others 
the fame liberty they take to themfelves. 
If they will form explanations of their 
own, other people ihould not be blamed 
by them for doing the fame. And me- 
thinks All fliould agree m acknow- 
ledging as Brethren All who profefs the 
Faith of Chrift crucified as it is revealed 
by God himfelf. The great defign pi the 
Chriftian Religion is not to mak^ men 
more fldlful in Philofophy, or more fubtil 
in difputations r but it is to make ^em 
more holy and more virtuous than they 
could be without it. I know very well 
that this way of fpeaking will give offence 
to fome Gentlemen who value themfelves 
upon what they call Orthodoxy^ and give 
out, with the bighefl: affurance, that the 
very Being of Chriftianity depends upon 
their particular Syftem. But this pertina- 
cious adherence to their own fchemes is 

what 
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what hurts Chriftianity, by expofing it to 
the contempt of Infidels, and deftroying 
that brotherly love and charity amongft 
Chriftians thcmfelvcs, which is their great- 
eft glory, and (hould be the certain mark 
and charafteriftic of their being the Dif- 
ciples of Ghrift indeed, a Virtue of more 
worth than all the Faith in the world, 
and without which. Faith will be fo far 
from ftanding us in ftead, that it will be 
the caule of our greater condemnation^ 

O BUT, fome will fay, we fhould take 
care to fecure the FUNDAMENTALS 
of Chriftianity and have them believed-. 
But this is a word of no certain fignifi- 
cation. I will venture to aflSirm, that a 
Perfon who believes the Bible believes all 
the Articles of the Chriftian Revelation* 
'But if we take the feveral Expofitions 
of thefe 'Articles which the feveral Sc&s 
of Chriftians give lis as the Fundamentals 
of Chriftianity, where Ihall we ftop ! Every 
Abfurdity becomes a. Fundamental : and 

the 
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the twelve Articles, added to the Creed 
' by Pope Pius the IVth, become, eveiy 
one of them, as fundamental as the twelve 
Articles of the Apoftles ; and the belief 
of them enforced with the fame dreadful 
Anathemas. Happily for us there are no 
Difputes about the Praftical Parts of Chrif-- 
tianity. All agree in acknowledging, that 
we Ihould love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, and our Neighbor as our- 
felves ; that we ftiould live foberly, righ* 
teoufly and godly in this world, that we 
Ihould vifit the fatherlefs and widows itt 
iheir afflidtion, and keep ourfclves unfpot- 
ted from the world, &c. Thefe are the 
great ends of Religion ; and all the fpe* 
culative Do&rines of ChrifVianity are only 
means to bring about thefe ends. But if 
inftead of this, We regard thefe Means as 
the Ends themfelves,. or ufe them as the 
means to contrary ends^ whatever may be 
our pretence,, we pervert the defign of 
Chriftianity, we turn pur backs to true 
Religion^ and rua after a vain Phantoms 

that 
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that will lead us away from the planer 
and delightful paths of Love, Unity and 
Concord, into the inextricable and thorny- 
Labyrinths of Variance, Hatred, and every 
evil work, 

# 

If Men would content themfelves in 
being wife to Salvation, without defiring 
to penetrate into things which all acknow- 
ledge to be above our comprehenfion ; 
or if they wouhHi^fFer others to acquiefce 
in what God Almig|hty hath been pleafed 
to reveal of himfelf, then we ihould fee 
Peace and Charity every where prevail, 
and our divine Religion become the hap- 
pincfe, the glory, and the univerfal Pro- 
feffion of the whole Earth. But alasl 
There is nothing that Chriftians kfs agree 
in than in underftanding and purfuing' 
their common Intcreft. Every Se<5t is h 
furprizingly fond of it's own Syftem, that 
rather than give that up, they would facri-' 
fice the great Intereft of Chriftianity itfelf, 
which can only be advanced by giving 

Glory . 



Glory to God in the higheft, and pro^ 
moting Peace on Earth and Goodwill 
towards meh. I cannot help wifhing that 
our Governors would ferioufly confider 
the ftate of Religion in this Country. It 
is at prefent in a very declining condition ; 
and I am perfuaded nothing will recover 
it but returning to it's firft principles. 
The world was converted to Chriftianity 
by the holy Scriptures -, and true Chrifti- 
anity can only be fupported by adhering 
to them, and to them alone. Every Ad- 
dition, or Impofed Interpretation, weak- 
ens the authority of the -Divine word by 
making human decifions equal to it. 
There is no way of defending the Chri- 
ftian Religion againft the violent attacks 
that are ' made upon it, but by removing 
the many abfurd out-worics which have 
at feveral times been raifed by very un- 
Ikilful builders, and which have proved 
only Coverts and Retreats to it*s aflailing 
enemies. Cranmer in a fpeech in Convoca- 
tion> the beginning of Edward the Vlth's 
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reign, exhorts the Clergy to give them- 
fdves much to the Study of the Scriptures, 
and to confider fcrioufly what things there 
were in the Church which needed Reform- 
ation, that fo they might throw out all • 
the Popiih Trafh that was not yet caft 
out. Indeed he was much overfeen in 
agreeing to the 42 Articles, But this 
was owing to the prejudices and humors 
of thofe times which were much fet upon 
making fuch diltinguifhing and exclufive 
Creeds or Confeflions. However, had he 
and that good King lived together a few 
years longer, tl\c Reformation would have 
been glorioufly advanced by them. But 
Queen Mary's reign flopped it for a while ; 
and Elizabeth was, like her father, too 
fond of Show in Religion, and» made not 
that progrefs in Reformation Vhich fhe 
might and ought to have done. Nay Ihe 
new modelled and confirmed the Articles 
of Religion, as Supplements or Explanar 
tions of the Scripture-, which was like 
the doings of the Church of Rome, and 

the 
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the foundation and fupport of all the 
Evils complained of in it. Her Succeflbr, 
in the very beginning of his reign, gave 
great caufe of offence to many of his 
Proteftant Subjefts, by confirming Canons 
which obliged the Clergy to Subfcribe, 
not only to Queen Elizabeth's Articles, 
but likewife, to the whole Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. So that Elizabeth and James 
were fo far from defiring^ to bring all their 
Proteftant Subgefts into the Eftablilhed 
Religion, that they raifed infuperable 
fences to keep many of the moft deferv- 
ing out of it ; and were really the Authors 
of that fcbifm which has fo grievoufly 
afflidtcd this Country from that time to 
this* 

It is told of the great Chillingworth, 
that, in the year 1635, Sir Thomas Co- 
ventry, Keeper of the Great Seal, pre- 
fen ted him to a Benefice. — But he re- 
fufed to fubfcribe the 39 Articles, as the 
Law required, and fo rendered, himfelf 

incapable 
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incapable of it ; though it is certain 
that, in three years after, he accepted 
another Benefice and did Subfcribe. Mr^ 
Maizeaux fays that now Mr.jChillingworth 
confidered thefc Articles more as Arti- 
cles of Peace than as Articles of Belief, 
But this is a Diftin£tion that implies fo 
much unfaimefs and equivocation, that 
it does no great honor to Chillingworth*s 
fmcerity. For as that Argument for 
Peace proves too much, it proves no- 
thing at all. At that rate a Man in 
Rome might fubfcribe Pope Pius*s Creed, 
in Conftantinople the Coran of Maho- 
met, or in a Jewifti Government the Ta^ 
mud of the Rabbies. It is certain that 
the Church of England, in her public 
declarations, hath always reprefented her 
Articles as a folemn and honcft Profef- 
fion of the Faith which She requires in 
all her Minifters. Indeed Some of her 
^oft illuftrious Divines have declared for 
a large and comprehenfive fenfe of them. 
But in this they have more confidered what 
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Dugh^ to he than what realty is. For the ' 
Canon of 1603 requires that they ftiould 
be fubfcribed voluntarily and ex anim$^ 
from a full conviction of mind : and does 
not leave it to the Subfcriber to put any 
other fenfe on them than what is. fairly 
and obvioufly expreffed. Chillingworth, 
reftrained by this rigorous Canon, chofe 
rather at firjl to refufe the Benefice which 
was offered him, than do what his Con- 
fcience could not approve. Maizeaux tells 
us that his Scruples chiefly related to 
the Athanafian Creed, the Anathemas of 
which appeared to him both very un- 
chriftian and very improperly applied, as 
indeed they muft to any confiderate 
Chriflian, efpecially to him who expreffed 
himfelf in a Letter to one of his friends 
in thefc words, * Any man who examines 

* the difputes for and againft Arianifm 

* fhall not choofe but confefs, or at leafl 

* be very inclineable to believe, that the 
' Doftrine of Arius is either a Truth, or 

* at leafl: no damnable Herefy.* But, as 

he 
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he faid upon another occafion, ^ He had 

* changed his Profeflion of Religion twice, 

* and he did not know how often he liiight 

* change it again -, for That fhould always 

* be according to the conyidion of his 

* mind.* And agreeably to this, Chil- 
lingworth palliates his Subfcribing after 
this manner, ' I do verily believe the 

* Church of England a true Member of 

* the Church [Catholic], that fhe wants 

* nothing neceffary to Salvation, and be- 

* lieves nothing repugnant to it^ And I 

* thought, adds he, that to think fo had 

* fufficiently qualified me for a Subfcripti- 

* on/ But to us, at this diftancc of time, 
this feems to be mere Shifting. How like 
is he to the great Eufebius in the Council 
of Nice ! No body elfe could deceive 
Chillingworth in an argument : but how 
artfully does he deceive himfelf ! He in- 
tirely changes the Queftion. He Sub- 
fcribes the IVhole^ in general, but dares not 
defcend to particulars. He fubfcribes the 
All though he refufes the EVERY 

THING. 



THING. How would he triumph over 
a Popifli Adverfary that dealt fo difinge- 
nuoully! I dare fay if Chillingworth's 
Terms were onfy infilled on in Subfcribing, 
very few would refufe it. But alas! How 
different arc they from the. only Terms to 
be ufed in that cafe by the A6t of Par- 
liament! Chillingworth was a great and 
a fhining light, and I honor and reve- 
rence his memory. But as he was no 
more than a Man, he migbi be miflaken ; 
and I think he was fo in this. But I 
will prefume to offer it as a Cohjefture, 
that he would have afted a very diffe- 
rent part, if any other Perfon than his 
God-father Arch Bifhop Laud had been 
at that time the Chief of the Clergy, 
Chillingworth fell 'in the great Rebellion 
for fteadily adhering to' the Royal Caufe. 
The Spirit of Fa6Uon and Party then 
excited People on both fides, to perpe- 
trate the moit outrageous cruelties ; and 
the extraordinary merit of Chillingworth 
. could not exempt him from being treated 

like* 
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like one of the common fort, but in ma- 
ny things worfe, as his Charadter was 
better* No wonder that this furious Spi- 
rit, which then manifefted itfelf in ib 
many fatal inftances, produced fuch efiedts 
as it did at and after the Reftoratioo, 
Mens minds were fharply kt againft each 
other ; and the Royal Party thought more 
of raifing themfelves and depreffing their 
enemies than of promoting the common 
caufe of Proteftantifm* There was then a 
noble oppwtunity of enlarging the Church 
and taking in almoft the whole Nation in- 
to one Communion, But inftead of this— - 
Inftead of promoting the happinefs of the 
whole by fome Comprehenfive Scheme, 
the Paffions of men intervened; Party 
prevailed, and the Kihg by joining with 
one, helped that to exclude and fupprefs 
all the reft. Now another ^/5f of Unifor- 
mity was made, and fuch Subfcriptions 
required as were never heard of in a 
Free Country, or a Proteftant Church — 
and which indeed they were fo far alham" 
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mei of at the Revolutioi^, t)iat the ^vtm* 
ing party of that time were forced, in 
their own defence, to repe^ in pint. Oh 
that they had then gone a little farther, 
and fettled the Religion of Great-Britain 
upon as generous a plan as they did the 
Civil Government ! Then there would 
have Been no diflference between that of 

• 

England and Scotland None would have 
delighted to deftinguifh themfelves as Epis- 
copalians or Prelbyterians ; but All would 
have rejoiced in the more glorious appel- 
lation of Reformed Chriftians. But alasl 
diough King William was very defirous 
to promote this great and noble dcdgn^ 
he found himfelf unable to accompliih it ; 
yea he was hated and vilified for feeming 
to attempt it : and many People who call- 
ed themfelves Proteftants, would have 
brought King James back again, who 
iiK^u the common Enemy of them all, ra- 
ther than fuffer any Protcftant, who dif- 
fered from them in the fmalleft ceremony, 
tg enjoy any honors or preferments in 

I the 
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the ftatc, or even ^ny exemption from the 
pcrfecutions they had long laboured under^ 
And the fame faftious Spirit, exerting 
itfelf furioujly in the latter end of Queen 
Ann's reign, by crying out ^be Danger of 
the Churchy had almoft put an end to the 
Proteftant Religion in England, which 
the Papifts then, as always ^ heartily la- 
bored at, as they knew this would be 
the moft efFe6tual means to root out the 
Northern Herefy. For had this fuccecded,. 
all Europe, by this time, would have been 
reduced to as low a ftate of Vaflalage to 
the See of Rome as they groaned under 
five hundred years ago. Some People 
indeed ftill aflfedt to fay that the Church 
was, at that time, really in danger/ ■ But 
I never could find out any Symptom of 
danger, but the Profpeft we then had of 
the Proteftant Hanover Family fuccceding 
to the Crown of Great Britain upon the 
demife of Queen Anne. People of all 
demominations indeed expedted that when 
this Succelfion fhould take place, a great 

Reformation 
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Reformation in Ecclefiaftical affairs would 
be brought about : and This many of the 
Churchmen greatly dreaded, who even dif- 
liked former Reformations, and fo they 
f aifed the Cry of the danger of the Church. 
But , let us confider a little what is the 
meaning of this word Church amongft 
us. In our common Idea of the j^nglifli 
Church the Body of the People is hardly 
included* It is fuppofed to confift of the 
King as Supreme Head (and I heartily 
thank God that he is fo) of Archbilhops, 
Rilhops, Priefts, Deacons, Deans, Arch- 
deacons, Convocations, Chancellors, Trea- 
furers, Prsecentors, Prebendaries, Canons, 
Petty Canons, Reftors, Vicars, Curates, 
Chaplains, Chprifters, Organifts, Parifh 
Clerks, Vergers, Sextons, &c. Now in 
a large fenfe thefe are all fuppofed to 
belong to the Church, But in a more 
confined fenfe, the Church commonly fig- 
nities the Clergy alone, as diftinguifhed 
from the Laity : and when it is laid the 
Church is in danger, the Meaning is, 

I 2 that 
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that the Clergy are afraid that there i^ 
fome deflgn in agitation to reform them. 
But as they are fure that they never ftand 
in need of this, they do all they can to 
J)revent people from giving themfelves 
this unneceflary trouble. But what they 
fcem chiefly to be apprehenfive of is, the 
curtailing or taking away their Honors, 
Privileges, Lands, Pofleffions, Tithes, Of- 
ferings, Dues, &c. But though I declare 
ihyfelf warmly for a further Reformation 
in the Minifl:ration of Holy things, and 
in our Ecclefiaftical Polity, yet I would 
moft religioufly preferve to thofe Minifters 
of Religion all their Honors, Privileges, 
Lands, Pofleffions, Tithes, Offerings and 
Emoluments of every kind : though I fub- 
mit it to themfelves, whether many of 
thefe might not be better dilpofed of than 
they commonly are. Thefe noble Endow* 
ments were formerly given by our Ancef- 
tors to the Clergy, who, they thought, 
fiad Eternal Salvation at their difpofal, 
4nd that they would certainly do mofl: for 

thofep 
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thofe^ in this great affair, who gave them 
moft for their Intereft and Trouble. But, 
tjiank God, Things ftand at prefent upon 
a different footing. They have now thefe 
large pofleflions fecured to them, as the 
Servants of the State, to promote true Re- 
ligion in love, reverence, and obedience 
to the Supreme Being, in obferving all our 
Blefled Saviour's Commands j in promot- 
ing the happincfs of the world, by recom- 
mending the duties of humility, peaceable- 
nefs, juftice and Charity to Mankind •, and 
by fetting z remarkable cxs^mple in all thefe 
particulars to the reft of the People* 
Where they £ul in performing thefe duties^ 
they wrong their Country of the wages 
they receive^ and are little better than 
Robbers. But where they do perform 
them, their Rewards and their Honors 
cannot be too great. They fhould be re- 
garded as fo many Angels fent from Hea- 
ven to live on Earth, to fhew Mankind 
what an amiable thing Virtue is. 

I 3 Many 
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. Many of the Evils that we have long 
corhplained of proceed from a diftinftion 
which we commonly make, when, talking 
of our Conftitution, we divide it into 
Church and State, as if the Church were 
fomething quite different from the State j 
whereas by our Conftitution, the Church, 
both in it's Minifters and the Miniftra- 
tion of it*s Offices, is as much a part of 
the State, and as fubjeA to it, as the 
Lawyers and the Law, as the Merchants 
and their Trade. Indeed in Popiih Couq* 
tries, ibat would be a very confiftent way 
of talking, where the Minifters of Reli- 
gion claim and exercife a Juriididtio^ 
and a Government di(tin£i: from the State 
and independant on it, and which, they 
fay, is conferred upon them immediately 
by Heaven itfelf: whereas our Kings 
and Parliaments have often made our 
Ecclefiaftics know that they are intircLy 
fubjedt to them, and derive their Officer 
and Revenues from them. Queen Eliza- 
beth 
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beth deprived fevergl Bilhops •, and, in her 
polite phrafe, threatened t<j^ unfrock others. 
And King Edward VL granted Patents 
to Bifhops to continue and aft in that 
pfiice, while fbey behaved well. And 
many Inftances are not wanting fince, of 
^iftiops fuffering Capital Punifhments for 
Crimes committed againfl: the State. So 
that the Popilh Dodtrines of the Divine 
Rjghts of Epifcopacy, ^ of uninterrupted 
Succeffions, and indelible Charaders, have 
been long ago quite exploded in our 
Church, Indeed there is one thing in the 
appointment of our Bifhops which gives 
£rreat offence to confiderate men in our 
Communion, as well as to Diffenters. 
When the King f?nds hi3 Conge d^ elire to 
a Dean and Chapter to ELECT (forfooth) 
a Bifhop, with an Order to chufe A.B. 
they in their Afiembly upon this occa- 
fion, fing or repeat with great folemnity 
that awful Hymn Vent Creator^ as if they 
were invoking the Holy Spirit of God to 
alTifl them, to eleSf a proper perfon to 
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this hcttd Office, though they knovr^ at: 
the fame dme, there is no choice left 
them, Md that they are 0tfy to return 
to the King the name of the Man whom 
iic had chofen before. Whereas in our 
neighbouring Ifland, by A& of Parlia* 
ment, the King's Letters Patent are fuf* 
ficient to make a Man a Biihop Without 
this mockery of an Election. This, and 
fi)me other things, pointed out in the Fj;ee 
and Candid Dtfquifitions, ieem to require 
a Review and Amendment. 

But fome will fay. Is Religion a Things 
of fo uncertain and variable a nature that 
in every age it ftantls in n^d of being 
reviewed and amended? So many AltCr^^ 
lations in it are every day propofed. 

As if Religion was intended 
For nothing elfe but to be trended. 

The Poet was very witty ift this Diftich,. 
gnd juftly lafhes the prefumption of thofe 

Fanatics^ 
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Fanatics, who^ in his time, were for in- 
troducing their own conceits into the Re- 
ligion of their Country : for in thefe every 
Sedt would have it thought that the very 
Eflence of Religion confiils, and accord- 
ingly employ their utmoft zeal to pro- 
mote them. This Temper and Conduft 
produce Confufion and Uncertainty, which 
are always put to the account of Religion. 
Whereas true Religion, like God the Au- 
thor of it, is, at all times and in all pla- 
ces, the Jame, without variablenefs or 
fliadow of turning. God hath given us a 
ptrfeEi Law which may indeed be abufed 
and difobeyed, but can nev^r be mended. 
And this confifts in thefe two fhort plane 
Precepts, That we love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, and ibul, and 
ftrength, and our Neighbors as Ourfelves. 
On thefe two Commandments hang All the 
Law and the Prophets. The Excellency 
of thefd is the great Internal Evidence 
which proves the Divinity of the Religion 
of Jefus. And the true merit of any 

I 5 Profcffion 
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ProfcfTion in Religbn confifts intirefy iit 
pi^omoting the Pt^ice of them. Everyr 
Duty to the Supreme Being, and Eveiy. 
Duty to Ourfelvcs and ouf Fellow Crea- 
tures, in all the various relations we ftand int 
ta them^ ncccffarily flow from thefe Foun-* 
tains. Thefe afford the true Waters of 
Life, which if a Man drinks he Ihall never 
thirft. They will refrefli and cheer him ift: 
all poflible Circumftances, and he his highi- 
eft Cordial, even- ia the Paradife of God.. 
Thefe are tfe« Laws which our Savioui^- 
came, not to deftroy but to FULFIL, 
and from which one Jotor one Tittle fhalh 
not pafs-— for ever. All Chriftians profefe- 
to admit' this Truth ; and- yet how does- 
akhoft every EftaUifhrnent-c^ Chriftianity 
avowedly violate it>, in making Laws for 
the Excluding' from the great Privileges? 
of Society, yea from Chriftian Communion- 
itfelf, and', in many places^ for devoting 
to immediate and utter deftruftidn, the^ 
unhappy perfons who differ from them 
in the Additions which they have pre^^ 

fumptuoufly 
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fumptuoufly made to the Doftrines of our 
cnfy Lord and Mafter. 

And what is now the Confequence of 
knowing and confidering thefe things ? 
We in this happy Country remarkably fee 
and feel it. Here, thank gracious Hea- 
ven and our juft Laws, We are allowed 
to reafon on Religious as well as other 
Subje<5ts. This opens Mens minds for 
the Reception of Truth. Authority and 
Cuftom are no longer infallible Guides. 
The gravcft and the moft received Doc- 
trines may be ridiculous ; and this we are 
difcqvering every day. Thefe Additions,' 
however ancient, which have been made 
to Primitive Chriftianity, are no longer 
venerable. The Affemblies where they 
are continued are but little frequented : 
aad many People unfairly taking thefe for 
the Ghriftj\an Religion, are apt to have 
but a low opinion of the Religion rtfelf : 
and, which is extremely lamentable, to 
tlirow oiF a regard for all Religion, and 

16 give 



gnre themfelves up. to a diflblutc aircf aBan^ 
doned life. So that fome weak Peopler 
trufting in ^ fkm belief of thefe Additi- 
onal Articles for their Eternal Salvation ; 
sd\d others not believing the Original,, upon, 
the account of thefe Additional Dodrines,, 
Both throw off all regard to Morality* 
whidh is the principal part of Religion,, 
and give themfelves up to fuch Licentioirf- 
nefs in opinion and practice as an old hea- 
then, Greek or Roman would blufli at; 
But how fhaH all thefe dreadful Evils be 
prevented or cured ? I anlwer. By REL I- 
GION. By the CHRISTIAN RE- 
LIGION. By Studying and- Eftablilhmg: 
That; Not as it is contained in Articles, 
in Confeffions, orinSyftems of Divinity ^ 
but as it is (imply and faii^ iseprefentedN 
in the Holy Scriptur^s^ , Not as it is ob- 
fcured and confounded inv abftraft me- 
taphyfical Difputations, but as- it fhines' 
out in the Doftrines, the Elfxampte and the 
Sufferings of our Blefled Lord and Savi- 
our, This woulflxfooA reconcile Mankind 

' '^. to 
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fo It— would ftrike all oppofition dumb '^ 
and would raife i^uman nature to as high 
a ftate of peife£tion as it is capable of in 
this world.. Let us lay afidc thofe gaudf 
Trappings tiiat have been hung about Re- 
ligion, which are now fo far from appear- 
ing as it*s ornaments, that they are looked 
lapon as the Scandals and Difgraces of it ; 
ifind then it will appear in it's original, 
beauty* I would not [»repofe to Cbangt 
or to Mmd RELIGION. That can- 
never be done. But I moft heartily wiih. 
that we would change it*s DRESS. The- 
Times require it. It is of itfelf the moft. 
fovely and the moft venerable of all Ob*- 
jefts; but it's pucfent Garments diminifhr 
from the Refpedt we ihould. otherwife pay 
k. They are better calculated to enriih 
the Workman than to fet off her beauty r 
and fhe pays too dearly for thofq Trap- 
pings which do not become her^ But 
thefe Workmen may fay. Our Craft is 
in danger. This was a Speech worthy of 
Heathea Crafrfmen,, who laughed at the 

Pcopk 
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People for believing the Importance o£ 
thofe things which they dealt in* But 
the Apoftles generoufly made a facrifice 
of all worldy advantages tp promote the 
Truth, and honcftly worked with their 
own hands, that they fhould not be a 
burthen to the People. And fure we might 
expeft, if there was occafion, as .it is to 
be hoped there never will, that thefc Men 
who call themfelves their fucceffors. would 
imitate their . Example even in. this. But,, 
all their Honors and Revenues being fafe,. 
it is humbly propofed that all Modern 
Creeds, Articles and Confeffions of Faith, 
be intirely laid afide : that the H^ly 
Scriptures abne be mentioned or fubfcribed 
as the Rule of Faith ^ that a thorough 
Review and Amendment be made of the 

• • • 

whole Liturgy j that hereafter ail points 
of Controvcrfy between, Proteftants and 
Papifts, and every other Se^, be care- 
fully-avoided in it : and every thing- ex-* 
prefled in the nioji general terms^,m ord^r 
that no offence may be given to any, and 
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that the enfy thing projpofcd in this great 
work (hbuid be to promote the Worfhip 
of God in Spirit and in Truth, through 
the Bleffed Mediator whom he hath ap* 
pointed between God and Man. 

But methinks I hear a voice rome out 
of the Croud, Hey day ! What an Uto-* 
pian Scheme is here ! Shall we fct the 
Gates of the Church wide open to let in 
all ibrts of Heretics, Arians, Eunomians, 
Macedonians, Sabellians, Neftorians, £u- 
tychians, Socinians, and all the motley 
crew which have been condemned by fi> 
many Councils, Popes, Fathers, and Afts. 
of Convocation andParliament ? But before 
I anfwer this important Queflion I would* 
beg leave to aik one which I think is. 
previous to it, and that is. What was it 
that made all thefe People Heretics^ -i.e. 
Diffenters from the Eftablifhed Religion ? 
Was it not thefe Holy Councils, Fathers,. 
Popes-Bulls, Convocations and Afts of' 
Parliament themfclves ? If They had not . 

interpofcd 
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tnterpofed about thefe Speculative Opird^ 
pns which thefe People are charged with, 
Chriftianity would have gone on in it's* 
ori^nal defign of ppoihoting all the vir- 
tues which are comprized in Peace oil' 
Earth and Goodwill towards Men. But 
the Decrees-of thefe Councils, the Woife^ 
of tfeefe Fathers, the- Bulls of thefe Popes* 
the Adts of thefe Convocations, &c. bred 
all the mifchief by pretending to define* 
and determine points confefledly above 
dieir comprehenfion ; and which they have 
rendered ftill more uncertain by often 
defining and determining in thefe matters i 

quite contrary to themfelves. And now 1 
return to anfwer the Queftion, Ihall we 
open the Gates to thefe People ? I lay, 
Tes. And for this reafon, That aflbon as 
we let them in, they lofe their names; and 
become One with us, by joining in the 
public worlhip,, to which they can «jo lon- 
ger have any objection 5 and mor^vcr, 
employ all their power in defending the 
Efta^blifhment which would fo generoi;illy 

fuppott 



liipport them. What their particular lpe-» 
culative opinions may be, as long as they 
remain quiet in their ftate, concerns not. 
Thee or Me to know 5 no more than it 
does at prefcnt to know the private Sen- 
timents of every Clergyman in the Efta- 
blifhed Church, who have, I believe, as 
different nodons of Religion as they have 
faces ; and yet All is peace amongft them, 
by agreeing injthe^^reat practical Duties, 
and by Joining in the Worfliip that h 
eftablifbed by Law. If the Eftablifhment 
then was in more general terms, it would 
be more generally embraced. And I think 
a Liturgy might be compofed, and eacpreff- 
€d in fuch a Manner, that there would 
Ibe very few Diflenters in Great Britain. 
As for thofe names of Arians, Neftori- 
ans, Socinians, &c. though indeed I da 
not belong to any of them, they do not 
terrify me. They are generally ufed, like 
Bug-bears to frighten Children; as the 
name of Malborough, ia the height of 
his Conquefts, was, to terrify the Infants 
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of France. I am very fure, that, of an 
hundred perfons who are Uught to be 
afraid of thefe names, there is not One 
who knows their Opinions or the reafons 
with which they fupported them. But 
WORDS more than Ti^ngs have always 
been ufcd to govern the Multitude. This 
is an Art which Every Party hath made 
ufe of in it's Turn- 

BvT who art Thou, will Many fay, that 
ihm prefumeft: to propi^ fuch nughty al* ' 
teratiofis ? And who hath given thee Au- 
thority to do to ? To ^ which I humbly 
juifwer. That I am One of the Eftablifhed 
Clergy, who, by reading and thinking, 
particularly on the Free and Candid DiC- 
quifitions, have been convinced that there 
are many things in our prefent Church 
Eftabliihment which might by our return^ 
ing to the Original Standard of the Scrip- 
ture, be altered much for the better; that 
I have here prefumed to mention fomc 
of them, which I take to be of the high- 

. eft 



X J87 1 

eft importance -, that I think this becomes 
my Charafter as a Lover and a Preacher- 
of Truth. That the Conviftion of my 
own mind, fupported.by the happy Lir 
berty of my Country » authorifes me to do 
fo. That I appear^in this Caufe not only 
for Myfelf, but in the behalf of Millions, 
who call aloud for a Reformation in the 
things which I have mentioned : and that 
as I am perfuaded fuch Alterations would 
tend to promote the happinds of my 
Country and all Mankind, I think it my 
Duty to propofe them, to his Majefty, 
the Reft of the Legiflature, to all my 
Fellow Subjeds, and to all Mankincl. I 
hope this will be accepted as a fufficient 
Apology: for troubling the world with 
my thoughts on this occafion. I mean 
Nothing but their happinefs. I cannot 
expeft that my Propofal will tend to my 
own private emolument •, for Mankind are 
generally fo attached to one party or other, 
that they negleft, to fay no worfe, all 
who are not on their fide. I have already 

lofl: 
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loft confidcrable Preferments by refofingto 
Subfcribe the 39 Articles again, to qualify 
myfelf for great things which a moft pow- 
ierful and generous Patron offered to me. 
And to whom now can I fly ! I do hereby 
declare that I will not attach myfelf to Jtny 
party or faftion in Religion, unlefs that may 
be called a party which is truly Catholic, 
by declaring a Love to All. The HoneJ^ 
Sum is my Philofophy : And Love to God 
and Man is my Religion. I know that I 
am looked upofi, by People who profef- 
fed a friendfliip for me ^ and even by 
Many of great Station in the world, who 
think as I do in Religious Affairs, as very 
imprudent for carrying things fo far. God 
knoweth who arc prudent or imprudent 
in this cafe. If facrificing all worldly con- 
fiderations for ading according to my 
inward perfuafion is a proof of Irfipru* 
dence, I am indeed chargeable with it. 
But if thinking men were fo prudent as to 
b^ always Clent on thefe occafians, there 
QcVer would be any Reformation brought 

about 
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ifbout in them. Thoufands are defirous 
that Some fhould fpeak, yet almoft evexy 
Particular 9 frighted at the danger that muft 
attend himfelf, moft carefully avoids it. 
Who am I then, that I Ihould offer to 
ftand out in this Caufe ! I, that am the 
Icaft in the Houfe of God ! He knoweth 
that I prefume, not on my own ftrengtij 
or abilities, but rely intirely upon Him 
who is the Common Father of all Man- 
kind, and who is therefore defirous to 
promote the happinels of All thefe his 
intelligent Creatures. And to his Will I 
deiire to dedicate All my Thoughts, Words^ 
and AdioDS now and for even Amen* 
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DR. GARNET Biftiop of Clogher in 
Ireland, in the Dedication of his Book 
on Job to the Duke of Newcaftle, fays. 
How confiderably the Public Intereft has 
been advanced, both in Church and Stat-e, 
under the comfortable D^rine of Free 
Enquiry, let the Advancement of True 
l^carning and Religion in thefe Kingdoms 
fince the Reformation fpeak. Who were 
the Perfons that brought about this glo- 
riious Revolution in both, let our own 
Annals teftify. They were all along the 
friends of Liberty ; and in that chara6ter 
the friends of Mankind. And in propor^ 
tion as fuch frimd/hip Jhall bi cultivated^ we 
may fairly promife ourfelvcs to fee the 
great Truths of our Religion maintained 
with equal fortitude and literature : and, 

what 
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what is more, with zeal tempered by Cha- 
rity. This, My Lord, were a State of the 
world devoutly to be wiflied. For fure I 
am. Whatever the Points in debate amongft 
Chriftians are, there is no Truth fo cer- 
tain, and I conceive there are few Truths 
fo important as this one. That the Love 
of our Fellow Creatures and Goodwill to 
All Mankind are the very Sml and Spirit 
cf Cbrijlianity. 

Sir Richard Blackmore, in the 
Pfeface to his fine Poem on the Creation, 
fays. Whoever Ihall fet about to mend 
die World, and Reform yksis Notions^ as 
well as their Manners,, will certainly be 
the Mark of much Scandal and Reproach ; 
and will eflfcdually be convinced, that -it 
is poffiWe, that the greateft Lovers and 
Benefa&ots of Mankind may be repre- 
icnted by the Multitude, whofe Opinions 
they cpntradid, as the Wofft of Men. 
The hardy Undertakers who^exprefs their 
zeal to rectify the Sentiments of a pre- 
judiced 
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judiced people in Matters c^ Religion^ 
who labor to ftem the Tide of popular 
Error, and ftrike at the foundations of 
any ancient Eftablifiied Superftition, miift 
^bemfelves expe& co be treated as prag- 
matical and infolent Innovators, Difturb- 
crs of the Public Peace, and the great 
Enemies of Religion. The Obfervation 
of all Ages confirms this Truth : and if 
any Man who is doubtful of it, would 
try the Experiment, I make no queftion 
but he will very foon be iboroughh^ con- 
vinced. > 

Mr. Fostb*. in his Anlwer to Tindal*a 
Chriitianity as old as the Creation, fays. 
It muft be owned that Revelation has been 
very much darkened by Myfterious Com- 
mmtSj and draining fingle Texts to coun- 
tenance Eftablijbed Opinions^ and fupport 
die Jargon of School Divinity. And when 
People tak^ it for granted that this is the 
Tleligion of die Bible, All they have to 
do h^ in the belt manner they can, to 

accommodate 
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accommodate Scripuire to it. But the 
point in controverfy is. Whether the Chrif- 
tian Revelation, however it is ,in fadt un- 
derftood, be not in iffelf^ in>ll matters 
of real importance an eafy and intelligi- 
ble Rule— Chriftianity is plain in all it's 
pra^ical DoSrineSy and as a Moral Rule^ 
which, without doubt, muft be tlie chief 
defign of any Revelation, and not to amufe 
the world with abJiraSi Controveriies. For , 
as God never would have given a Reve- 
lation if the Errors of the world had not 
been of a pradtical naturje, but confifted 
only in abfurd Theories, fo Differences 
about fuch things may always continue, 
and yet all the Ends and Ufes of the 
Qhriilian Revelation as a itanding Rule 
be completely anfwered. 

Concerning Pofitivc Inftitutions he 
fays. That they have been ufed fuperfiiti-. 
ouffyy and that Men have laid an equal 
flxefe upon them as upon Morality itfelf, 
cannot be denied : nay that they have 

K refolved 
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rcfolved theffT^oU of Religion into Exter- 
nal Obfcnrances : and inftead of making 
it conlift in the neceffary duties of Piet^j 
Juftice and Cbarit\\ have placed it not ohIjt 
in tbt inftituitd Means appointed by God^ 
but in triJUng CeremonieSy ufelefs Speculati-- 
ens and incomprtbtnfible M^fteries of Marfs 
Invention: and that their zeal for thefe 
things, animated by Mind Superftition, and 
under the influence of interefted and dejign- 
ing men, has traniported them beyond all 
bounds, even to defpife and trample upon 
the facred and eternal Rules of Natural Re- 
ligion : and of this we have many fad Ex- 
amples. But let this wild Entbufiafm be 
cxpofcd to the utmoft. Let the Craft 
and Knavery of Politicians or Priefts^ who 
have debauched the Confciences of Men 
and perverted their natural fenfe of Good 
and Evil, be reprefented in the moft odi- 
ous colours. 

■ 

Mr. Benson, who is one of the ableft 
Defenders of our Reli^on, in his Anfwer 

to 
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la Cbrifiianiiy not founded on Argument^ re- 
prefents the Doftrines contained in the 
Gofpel in thefe words. That there is only 
one Gody that he is a pure Spirit and 
confequently invifible, that he hath al- 
mighty power, infinite knowledge and 
unerring wifdom, that he is eternal and 
\mmQvt2lj and that^ in one word, he is 
every way perfeft. That this great Being 
created the world and continually prefides 
over it, fupporting and preferving it in 
that order and regularity which we beholds 
That he is not only the Governor of all 
Intelligent Beings, but tdces care of all the 
Ixnallell: and mferior Creatures, and that 
none of them are below his notice, or 
thought unworthy of his conftant regard* 
That he created Men in his own image c 
and that wh«n Mankind degeneriated in« 
to ignorance, idolatry and vice, he fent 
amongit them his only begotten Son, a 
perfon of great eminence and dignity, 
that by his own bright example juid moft 
familiar and excellent inilru£fcions, he might 
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recover the world to the knowledge of 
the true God and the praftice of cver- 
lafting Righteoufnefs. That the Son of 
God, when he, with this view, appeared 
ambngft men, chofe a Hate of Poverty, 
Self-denial and Mortification, neither 
feeking Riches, temporal Dominion nor 
fenfual Pleafures : but kept free from 
all fufpicion of fuch low and ignoble 
views. That notwithftanding the great 
oppoHtion he met wth from the igno- 
rance and prejudice, the majice and wick- 
cdnefs of Mankind, he unweariedly went 
about doing good, and* rather fubmit- 
ted to facrifice his life than deny or be- 
tray fuch important truths as he delivered, 
(for fur elf no foffibU condefcenjion could be 
too great to promote the moral virtue and 
happinefs of intelligent Creatures^ and revol- 
ver a fallen race) that this great and emi- 
nent perfon was in a moft remarkable 
manner rewarded for his extraordinary hu- 
miliation and fuffcrings (which was hon- 
oring and rewarding virtue itfclf in the 

moft 
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mofl: virtuous and excellent perfon that 
ever appeared amongft men •, and thereby 
in the ftrongeft nianner encouraging us to 
be virtuous) and that as by him God 
made the worlds, fo by him he now go- 
verns all things. That he will at laft by 
him raife the dead and confer rewards and 
punifhments upon men according as they 
behaved. Now, adds Mr, Benfon, Are 
not all thefe things in themfelves htgh'y 
reafonable ? It is evident that God makes 
^is the daily Minifters of Good to one ano- 
ther, and choofcs in this manner to go- 
vern the world, not immediately, but by 
the Mediation of other intelligent Beings. 
The Mediatorial Scheme therefore has no- 
thing abfurd in it •, but is moft wife and 
reafonable^ as the Perfon honored with 
that Commiflion is the moft lovely pat- 
tern of all Moral Perfedkion. Thus far 
Mr. Benfon. Had the Chriftian Religion 
been always reprefented in this light, I 
believe it . would have few Enemies now, 
if any at all 

K 3 Thos 
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Thosb Perfons who are commonly caUed 
Free-Thinkers can never be brought again 
into the Pale of Chriftianity but by Men 
of Free Thoughts. 

D£ LA R0CH£. 

Ufoif Conftantine the Great his pro-, 
fefling the Chriftian Religion^ it afliimed 
a different afpeft : for the Church, which^ 
till now, had been perpetually expofed to 
troubles by the Emperors, not only ob- 
tained a refpite from them, but began 
to raife it's head, many following the 
example of the Emperor. But , this ex- 
ternal advantage was followed, as is but 
too often the cafe, by a depravadon of 
manners, and a departure from the true 
primitive fimplicity* The good old Hu- 
^lity difppearcd by degrees, and a cer- 
tain baugbtinefs unknown till now, began 
to flicw itfelfr This Age beheld the Chrif- 
tiansjiirfiing their anns againft themielvcs \ 
and Orthodox and Arian, by turns, hurl 

their 
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their Anathemas in difTerent Councils^ at 
each other. 

4 

Formerly the Clergy were diftinguifti- 
cd into three orders, Bifhops, Prefbyters, 
and Deacons , to whom were added the 
acolytes, exorcifts, readers, chanters, door- 
keepers. There were very few ceremonies, 
few religious rites, and the cenfure of 
the church againft heretics, and thofe that 
fell off in times of danger, confifted only 
in a feparation from them. But no fooner 
did Religion appear dominant than new 
and fplendid dignities began to arife, and 
Archbilhopsy Metropolitans, Exarchs, Pri- 
mates, Archdeacons, &c. were appoint- 
ed \ facred rites are multiplied, and ie- 
verer punifhments, as of Death and BaA- 
iJttiment, arc inflidted on thofe that err. 
HoLBERO^s Introdu£i;. to Hiftory, p. \^^ 

Upon which Dr. Sharpc has this Note* 
•^ '■ • ■ . . • 

CoNSTANTiNE in His old age, is faid 
to have turned Arian : and he i$ thought 

K 4 to 
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to have carried the Council of Nice by 
management, the Members fceming to Ifc 
of a different opinion in the morning from 
what they were in the afternoon. How- 
ever, the Arians had their Councils too, 
of Rimini, held under Conftantius, who 
gained a Subfcription to the Arian Opi- 
nions : and in this Council there were 400 
Bifhops. [Whereas there had been but 
3 1 8 in the Council of Nice,] 

Dr. Mi DDL ETON, in his Introduftory 
Difcourfe to the Miraculous Powers, fays. 
It has always been confidered as a fun- 
damental Principle of the Reformation, 
7bat the Scriptures are a complete Rule both 
df Faith and Manjters^ and as fuch are clear 
and intelligHh^hi all fundamental Points i» 
every private Chrijlian. In this all Protef- 
tant Churches agree, how much foever 
they may differ in any other Article. A"d 
if this be true, then whatever be the Cha- 
racter of . the Ancient Fathers, or what- 
ever they may . have taught and praflifed 

in 



in any age of the Church is a matter 
wholly indifferent, and makes no part in 
the Religion of a Proteftant ; and con- 
fequently no Difference of judgment with 
regard to thefe Fathers ought to be any 
caufe of offence or hatred amongft the 
Members of that Communion. For if 
the Scriptures are fufHcient, we do not 
want thefe Fathers as Guides, or if clear, 
as Interpreters, Every one therefore may 
enjoy his opinion of them with the fame 
liberty as of any other writer whatfoever, 
with this caution only, that an Efteem of 
them is apt to carry us too far, and has 
aftually carried many into gr^at and dan- 
gerous Errors : whereas the neglect of 
them cannot be attended with any ill con* 
fequence, (ince the Scriptures teach every 
thing necefTarjr either to be believed or 
praftiied. I cannot lUuftrate this Prin- 
ciple fo. effefkually as by the following 
words of the excellent Chilli ngworth, who 
of all men beft underftood the real grouncs 
of the Controverfy between the Proteftants 
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and the Papifts. ' The Bible, I % the 
Bible only, i$ the Rellgkm of Proteftants. 
Whatfoever clfe they believe befides it, 
and the plain irrefn^Ue indubitable 
confequences of it, well may they hold 
it as a matter of ofunion \ but as mat* 
ter of Faith and Religion, neither can 
. they with coherence to their own grounds 
believe it themfelves nor require the 
belief of it in others, without moft 
high iand moft fchifmaticai Prefumption. 
I, for my part, after a long and (as I 
verily believe and hope) impartial fearch 
of the true i^iy to Eternal bappinefs^ do 
profeis plainly that I cannot find any. 
Reft for the Sole of my foot but on 
this Rock only. I fee plainly and with 
mine own eyes, that there are Popes 
againft Popes,' Councils againft Coun- 
cils, fome Fathers againft others, the 
fame Fathers againft themfelves, a Con-^ 
fent of Fathers of one ^e agabft a 
a Confent of Fathers of another age. 
Traditive Interpretations of Scripture 

* arc 
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« arc pretended, but there are none to be 
« found. No Tradition but only Scripture 
~* can derive itfelf from the fountain, but 

* may be plainly proved either to. have 
^ been brought ia fuch an age after Chrifl, 

* or that in fuch an age it was not in, 

* In a word there is no fulEcient. certainty 
^ but of Scripture only f<xr any confide* 
> rate man to build his Religion upon/ 
And Dr. Middleton adds, The£rrorsof 
the Fathers affi)rd an lifeiul and profit- 
able LeiTon to us. Fw the many Cor« 
ruptions which crept into the Church in 
thofe very early ages arc a ftanding proof 
and admonition ta all the later ages^ 
that there is no way of preferving a pu« 
rity of Faith and Worflijp in. any Church, 
but by reviewing them from time to time, 
and reducing them tijf" the ORIGINAL 
TEST and. Standard of the H^^fy Scrips 
tures. 



D Lytdeton, that acknowledged 
fine Genius, in the i6th Letter of his 
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fccond Volume on the Hiftory of Eng"- 
land fays. At prefent, when, the Learned 
of Europe are turned to the EngUfh Wrf- 
ters for Inftrudtion, All Spirit of Learning 
hath ceafed amoi^it us. So little has 
been GOT by Literature for more than 
an age, that None chufe to turn to it for 
Preferment. Church Preferments which 
were once given as the Rewards of Learn- 
ing) have, for ibmc time, deviated to the 
intriguing^ venal^ and baie. AU deiire of 
Novelty in Thinking is fupprefTed amongft 
usi and our Scholars, more pkafed with 
fecurity and tefc riian honor, undeviating 
follow the Keaibnings of their IVedeceflbrs, 
and cautioully i^alk within the Circle of 
former, difedvcries. 

In the Hiftory of the EngBfti Language 
lately pii{)liflied, it h iaid^ Thr Common 
Prayer Book was compiled gradually,, and 
by men who many of them, either fecretly 
favoured Popery, . or had great doubts 
concerning feme controverted points ; the 

I * greatclt 



greateft part of the Liturgy being no 

other than a Tranflation fronr Popifh Books 

of Worfhip, the Compikrs of which had 

tinged their Latin with a ftrong Caft of 

Superftition and Enthufiafm. Th« fame 

ExprefBons wtrcfaithfulfy conveyed in the 

Tranflation; and this is the true caufe 

of the fnafry exceptionable pafTages that ia 

ibme late Writings have been objc&ed to 

our Liturgy, and which have even ftum- ^ 

bled fome rational Wellwifhers to ^ the 

Worihip ofourChurch, 

In the Hiftory of the firft Seffion of 
the prefent Parliament, the Author fays 
concerning the Oath of a Freeman in af- 
fairs relating to the Corporation of which 
he is a Member, The Rule of Evidence 
^ablifhed in this and fuch like cafes, 
ihews how cautious our Lay-Anceftors 
were of allowing any man to fwear in 
a cafe where his Intereft is concerned. 
But I cannot fay fo much is favour of 
our Ecclefiaftical Anccftors. For the Re- 
gulations 
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gulations made by them have produced^ 
and do now daify produce, an infinite 
number of Perjuries, if it can b^ called 
Pegury in a Man to fwear to his opinion, 
upon a Matter which he hath nerer ma- 
turely and impartially coniidered. 

The celebrated Dr. Hutchefon^ my 
ever honored Mafter, in his Introdudion 
to Moral Philofophy, fays. Where Perju* 
ries in ferious Matters grow frequent in 
any ftate, the Magiftratcs or Legiflators 
are generally chargeable with much of 
the guilt. If they either frequently txs£t 
Oaths without any neceflity in fmaller mat* 
ters, or when the Oaths give no fecurity 
in the point in view, when the Engage- 
ment defigned may either be impraftica- 
ble, or appear to the perfons concerned 
to be unlawful 5 or if Oaths are required 
where there are great temptations to Per- 
jury. Thus Engagements by oath ta 
adhere to certain Schemes of Religion,^ 
which may afterwards appear faife— or 

about 
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about a Man's iiecret opinions, generaDy 
hare no great eSbd. 

Selden in his Table Talk fays. Now 
Oaths are fo frequent, they (hould be 
taken like Pilk, fwallowed Whole. If 
you chew them you will find them bit- 
ter. If you think what you fwear, it will 
hardly go down* . 

• 

In the year 16S9 when the Houfe of 
Xords were upon a Bill lor bringing the 
Proteftant Dilfenters into the Church, BU 
flK>p Bumet moved, that the Subfcrtbers to 
die Common Prayer, inftead of exprefTrng 
Jffinf and CmfetU fttould only Jubmit^ with 
a Promife of Conformity^ 

AcoNTius in his feventh Book ef 
the ftratagems of Satan hath this- obfer- 
vation. That in the Jewifh Church, Pioiis 
Princes often re^ftorcd th6 Jewifti Wopfkip 
to it's primitive purity, not by m^ing 
a new Confeffion of their F^h, but aU 
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ways by reading the Scriptures to the Peo- 
ple ; and thus they abolifhed all the foot- 
fteps of Idolatry and Superftition. And 
why, fays he, (hould we think our wifdom 
greater t} aa the wifdom of thofe Religious 
King3 whofc Pre c;^c dings God &> well ap- 
proved of. For, fays he further. What we 
Ckriftians, forfooth, once adniit as part of 
the confeflion of our Faith, we cleave fo ftifF- 
ly to, that we chufe rather to offer violence 
to the Word of God than fuflfer fuch ppinions 
lo be contradidted. And fo we ^make the 
fT^ds of Men of more authority than is the 
word of God., Therefore,, in my judg^ 
ment, faith he. We had beft Ax-l rctunpi 
lo the Scriptures themf^lves;^ to which 
every Party appeals for the: fupport of 
their own opinions, and make that alsne 
the Symbol of Agreement. Every other 
Scheme of Uniting fails us — This cannot^ 

Harrington in the firft Preliminary 
to fojOcEANA fays, There is a meannefe 
and poorncls in Modern Prudence^ not pnly 

ta 
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to the damage of Civil Government, but 
of Religion itfelf. For, to make a Man 
in matters of Religion, which admits not 
of fenfible dcmonftrafion^ (jurare in verba 
Magiftri) engage to believe juft as MY 
LORD BISHOP or GOODMAN 
PRESBYTER, is a Pedantifm that has 
made the Sword to be a Rod in the Hands 
of Schoolmafters : by which means (though 
the Chriftian Religion is the farthefi of 
any from countenancing war) there never 
was a War of Religion before Chriftia- 
nity appeared in the world ; for which 
we are beholden to the Pope. For the 
Pope not allowing Liberty of Confcience 
to Princes and Commonwealths, they can- 
not give that to their Subjefts which they 
have, not themfelves. Whentc both Prin- 
ces and Subjefts (either through his in- 
ftigation or their own difputes) have 
introduced tKat execrable cuftoni, never 
knowii in the world before, ©f fighting 
for Religion, and denying the Magiftrate to 
have any jurildidtion concerning it. Where- 
as 
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as* the Magiftrate loling the power of 
Religion, lofes the Liberty of Confcience, 
which) in chat cafe, has nothing to pro- 
teft it. 

PsDEL Bifliop of Kilmore writing to 
Waddefworth, fays. All thofc Opinions 
and Abufes of the Church of Rome, which 
we reform and cut off, are not of the Faitl^ 
but fuperfluous and foreign, yea hurtful 
• and noiibme €o it, as the Weeds are %o 
.the Corn which overgrow and choak it. 
. And to follow this Similitude, The State 
of the Church under the Roman Obe- 
dienceji and that part which is Reform- 
ed, is like a Field overgrown all wkh 
Weeds, Thiftles, Tares, Cockle: fome 
part whereof is weeded and cleanfcd, fome 
part remains as it was before, which makes 
iuch a difference to the view, as if it 
weie not the fame Corn. But being bet- 
ter confidercd it will be found that all 
the difference is from the weeds which 
Hfcn remain and are here taken away : 

yet 
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yet neither iere pcrfcftiy nor every wliere 
alike, but according to the induftry a£ 
our Wcedcrs or conveniency of the VH^rky 
with care of the fafety of the good Com. 
•—It is as hnpoffibk to make the Weeds 
and Corn friends^ as the Romiih and Pro* 
teftant Doftrines agree. There is no other 
Remedy in this cafe, but that of ot£r 
Saviour, Every Pknt which my heavenly 
Father hath not planted Ihall be rooted 
out. --— - As £Dr W ickltfF, Hui, and the 
reft, if they have any of them bom record 
to the Truth, and refifted any innovation 
of Corrupt Teachers, even to blood, they 
Are juftly to be termed Martyrs, though 
they faw not jill Corruptions, but,, in fome, 
were themfelves carried away with the 
ftream of Error. 

A Gentleman of Eminence talking 
one day^with the late Biihop of L— — 
concerning Dr. Clarke, feid, that he was 
fuipriz<ed^-the Convocation had fct them- 
ijAvcs to perfecute, with fo much violence, 

a Man 
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a Man that was an Ornament and Hon^ 
our to their whole Order by fife great 
Learning and Senfe. Senfe ! Cryed the 
good Bifhop. Indeed I think Dr. Clarke 
is very deficient in that : for if he had 
but Common Senfe he would take more 
care of himfelf. O My Lord, I under- 
Itand you. But if neglefbing a Man's 
worldly intcrcft proves that he wants Com^* 
mon Senfe, I fear it will be found that 
the Apoftles and our Blefled Savioiar 
himfelf had no great ihare of it. 

Private Memoirs, 17 15. p. S6. 

To which the Author adds thefe Lines 
from Mat. Prior. 

By Every Party, 'tis cpnfeft 
That thofc Opinions are the beft 
Which in their nature moft conduce 
To private Ends — not public ufe. 

And then refers us further to Prior's 
Poem Intituled, Merry Andrew. 

I OWN 



[ ^«3 ] 

I OWN that there have been many Wars 
and Tumults raifed in the world upon 
account of Religion. But I would have 
it obferved. That this has not happened 
from the different opinions of ^Mankind 
in this affair, but from that curfed Spirit 
of Tntollerance which has been infpired into 
almoft every party ■ To Bear with 

None but Themfelves. 

Perfian Letters, 

Mr. Jones, in his Anfwer to the EfTay 
on Spirit, afferts, that Every Particular 
Church now fubfifting in the World is 
more or lefs Orthodox, in proportion as 
it approaches nearer to, or is more re- 
mote from, the Apoftolic Times. And 
he fays. If any Human Errors have crept 
into theChurchj^ any Pofition contradifting 
die Word of Truth, let them, in GodV 
name, be reformed- But as to the Ef- 
fcntial Articles or Subftance of the Chri- 
ftian Faith, it muft for ever remain fixed 

and 
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and unmoveable as that Scripture upon 
which it depends. 

And in his Preface to Cathcdic Doc* 
trine he lays. The Jews readily granted 
the Law df Mofes to have a Divine Au- 
thority, but svs it would not ferve their 
torn, in it's own fr^r words^ they put a 
&jiie glofs of Tradition upon the face of 
it, to hide it's true Complexion, and then 
complained that the Scripture was not 
clear enough ; and added ftrange and new 
D^Srincs of their own to explain it. 

In many cafes an unaccountable Ty- 
i;anny has for nuny ages compelled learn- 
ed men to employ their whole Ikill and 
abilities, not in getting a tight under- 
ftanding of things, but, in defending 
implicitly ^ what ignorant^ unlearned and 
defigning men have decided for them 
before. 

DnS. Cl-ARKE. 

Selden 
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Sblden in his Table talk fays. It is 
a vain thing to talk of an Heretic, for 
a' Man cannot, for his heart, think other- 
wife than he does think. In the Primi- 
tive times there were many opinions. One 
of thefe Opinions being embraced by fomc 
Prince and therefore received into his 
Kingdom, the Reft were condemned as 
Herefies : and his Religion,* which was 
but one of the feveral Opinions, * declared 
to be Orthodox and derived from the 
Apoftles. 

Before a Jugler's Tricks are difco- 
vered we admire him and give money: 
but afterwards we defpife them. So it 
was before we difcovered the Jugling of 
the Church" of Rome. Ditto. 

Disputes in Religion will never be 
ended, becaufe there wants a Meafure by 
which the Bufmels would be decided. The 
Puritan would be judged by the Word 

of 
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of God — But he means his own Expli- 
cation of it, though he is afhamed ex* 
prefly to fay fo. Ben Johnfon latyri- 
cally exprefled the vainDiiputes of Di- 
vines by Inigo Lantbome difputing with 
his Puppet in Bartholomew Fair, // is 
fo. It is not ib. // is fo. It is not fo. 
Crying thus one to another a quarter of 
an hour together. It is to little purpofe 
to labor to reconcile Religions — It is 
well if they could be reconciled fo far, 
that they ihould not cut one anothers 
.Throats ! Ditto. 

It feems not more impious to queftion 
the Exifience of God than to meafure it 
by our fcale. But as in the fearch and 
confideration even of things natural, our 
Talent, I fear, is to talk rather than to 
know, fo we may be allowed to enquire 
and reafon upon all things, while wedo not 
pretend to cerimnty 5 gr caD that undeni- 
ably Truth which is every day denied by- 
ten thoufand j nor thofc Opinions vmrea- 

fonable 
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fonable which ' we know to be held by 
fuch as we allow to be reafonablc meh. 

, Sir William Temple* 

Bishop Bitrnet Ipeaking of fbmd 

things which had not been reformed ia 

King Edward's time makes this Reflexion. 

Thefe Errors or Overfights in the firft 

concoftion have, by a continuance, grown' 

into fo formidable a flrcngth, that it is now 

eafier to fee what is amifs, than how to 

rectify it. And he fays. In the year 1558 

there were in the Churches fome images of 

a very ftrange nature. Such was the image 

of the Bleffed Trinity. How this was 

made can only be gathered from the Prints 

that Were of it at that time, in which 

the Father is reprefented fitting on one 

hand aS an Old Man, drefled up like a 

Pope, with a Triple Crown and Rays 

ftbput him : the Son on the other hand, 

as a Young Man with a Crown and Rays ; 

and the Bleffed Virgin between them : 

And the Emblem of the Holy Ghoft, \ 

L Dove, 
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Dove, fpread over htr head. The taking 
the Virgin into this fcheme was done in 
purfuance of what had been advanced by 
fome Friars, that ihe had been aflumed 
into the Trinity. Thus far the Bifhop. 
And a i^riend thgs obferved to me on 
this.Paffage. I make no doubt, if it had 
riot been for the Art of Printing and the 
Reformation, the Church of Rome would 
have managed ^t fo, that St. Peter, with 
his pretended Succeflbrs, would have been, 
before this time, brought into, this honor ^ 
and that all the Bifhops of Rome would 
have been reprf fented as hanging at his 
girdle, like fo many links of a Chain reach- 
ing from Heaven t6 Earth, fo that Every 
pope, by a clofe concatenation and depend- 
ance, would be neceflarily efteemed as a 
JSubftahtial part of the Divinity. But; 
what do I fay ! Have they not done the 
fame thing in effedt long ago ! Have they 
not attributed to the Pope the powers and 
honors of the Deity, in faying that he 
governs the Church, forgives fms, dilpenfes 

with 
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^th the divine Laws, and that he even 
grants . indulgences (fcaijdalous word) for 
fins to be hereafter committed : and where- 
ever he appears, they fall down and wor- 
Ihip him. What Biftiop Bedel quoted from 
the Popes Decretals is, in this cafe, very 
obfervable, that in the Explication of 
this text, Mat xvi. i8. Tu es Petrus^ 
et Super hanc^ Petram ^dificaho lE^cdefiam 
tneam^ the Decretal fays. The Lord taking 
Peter into the fellowlhip of the undivided 
Unity would have him to be called that 
which he was himfelf, ' 

The Speaator,N* 367, after relating 
the Story of the Day Watchman, and his 
Attendant , Gpbfe, makes this reflexion. 
Under the Symbol of this Goofe, you niay 
enter into the Manners and mettiod of 
Leading Creatures, with their eyes open, 
through thick and thin, they know not 
wheri^ nor they know not why. 

■ . . , ^ 

L 2 . Thji 
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* The fame Spirit which appeared fo re-' 
markably in the firfl: Council of Nice, in* 
publilhing their own Articles of Religion^ 
as a Standard for the reft of the world, 
has appeared in almoft every Aflembly 
of the Clergy ever fince. The Eccleli-^ 
aftical Hiftory of the laft 1400 years con- 
tains little elfe. And it is very obfervable 
how foon after the Reformation Thisfhcvr" 
ed itfelf even among the Proteftants, who. 
feparateci from the Church, of 'Ron^e upon 
this very account. In Queen ' EK'zabetih^s 
Reign, Cartwright and Wbitaker, who 
had come from Geneva, fpwed the Seeds 
of Calvinifm in Cambridge, which florifh- 
cd wonderfully ' under their ' ' cultivation. 
But. there were fome men ofSenfewho 
difliked thefe novelties : and Dr. Barret, 
in the year 1595, preached a remarkable 
Sermon before the Univerfity, in which 
he oppofed Calvin's favorite hypothefis 
concerninor Predeftinatlon and Univerfal 

Grace. But, as It is difficult and dan- 

gerou « 



gerous to fwim agaihft the ft ream ^ he 
, found himfelf fobn profecutcd for HetCr 
. rodoxy ^ by. thofe who fhould have de- 
fended him, on this account, before Arch 
Bifliop Whitgift : and Whitaker was the 
Perfon employed by the Univerfity to 
.draw up and manage the accufation. 
Though the Arch Bifhop was not tho* 
roughly pleafcd with this Profecution, Bar- 
fret's opinions were condemned j and he 
was obliged to fign a Recantation. And 
. to confirm effeftually the Calviniftic Doc- 
. trine, they v^ wifely drew up at Lambeth, 
• Nine additional Articles of the moft rcfin- 
cd Calvinifm, all compofed by Whitaker, 
which they declared they would make all 
the Clergy of England fubfcribe. * But the 
Queen and her Minifters faid the Articles 
. already, eftablifhed w^re fufficientj [as in- 
deed they were full enough fraught with 
Calvinifm before] and prevented this new 
Ecclefiaftical Impolition. 

L 3 Wb 
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We have a very recent Inftancc of the 
feme fpirit in the Aflfembly of the Cler- 
gy of France: for in Auguft 1765 they 
pa0ed an Aft, that the Conftitution Unige- 
nitus is an irrefragable Law of the Church 

' in matter of Doftrme, and to which all 
the Faithful muil adhere, under pain 

* of Mortal Sin. AH the Bi<heps prefeht 
at the ' Aflembly figned it without the 
leail oppofition ; and Copies were fent to 
the Abfent Bilhops, that they might like^ 
wife give their adhefion in writing, yrhich 
None refufed but two, the Bifhops of Alaix 
and Lefear. 

It is well known that the Council of 
Trent added twelve Articles to the Anci- 
ent Creeds.- Why then might not ano- 
ther Council of the Clergy add as many 
more ? So that at this rate, they may, 
by fuch improvements, continue adding 
to the Chriitian Religion to thfe end of 
*' the world. And ir this be allowed, it 

wiU 
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will be no cafy matter to refute Maho- 
mctifm itfelf, which pretends to be nothing 
clfe but an Improvement on the Religion of 
Jefus^ 



, \ ' ^ I '' 



FiRMiLiANus Bilhop of Cefarea writes 
to Stephanus Bifliop of Rome that he 
had made himfelf a Schifmatic by feparat- 
ing himfelf from the Communion of the 
Ecclcfiaftical Unity : for while he thii^d^s 
he can (eparate all frofti his Communioh^ 
he hath only feparated himfelf from all. 

% * 

• \ 

I MIGHT here quote a great deal to 
the ptirpofe from a very remarkable Pam- 
phlet, intituled Difficulties and Difcourage- 
ments in the Study ef the Scriptures^ faid to 
be wrote by Dr. Hare Bifliop of Chichefter. 
But as I think* the WHOLE Pamphlet, 
is well worth the Perufal of every Pro- 
teftant, I refer it to their leifur^. ^ 
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MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS, 



IN juft Reafonings our Conclufions wiJJ 
be according to our Premifes. From 
poflibk Premifes we can cnly draw pofllbfc 
Conclufions -, from probable Premifes pro*- 
bable Conclufions, and that in proportioa 
to the degree of probability j and from 
certain- Premifes only we xan draw certaia 
ConclufioAf To inftance in the diftin- 
guilhiqg Dodlrine of the Atjianafian Creed 
"We cannot form any notion of, the poffi- 
Jbility^prGbal>ili]ty or certainty of it without 
underilandi^^: thp meaning of the. terms 
in which it is couched. But thefc I think 
no body can explane. Biit let us fuppofe 
that we underllood them well ; and that 
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the Do&rine contained in them was ^r^- 
bable^ which is the utmoft that the moft 
fanguine Advocates for that Creed con- 
tend for, and therefore that it is proba- 
ble the Belief of this Dodrine thus ex- 
planed was neceflary to Salvation. Is it 
juft Reafoning, from thefe probable Pre- 
mifes, to draw certain Conclufions, and to 
fay that whofoever does not believe thus of 
the Trinity fhall, without doubt^ perilh ever- 
laftingly. 

Had Conftantine the Great taken the 
good advice which he gave to Alexander 
and Arius (fee p. 38.) and quafhed the 
diiputc between ihem, he would have pre- 
vented all the Controverfies which have 
arifen amongft Chriftians concerning the 
Confubftantial Dodtrine, and all it's Con- 
fcquences. 

Ever fince the Council of Nice, or ra- 
ther the Council of Conftantinople (for 
indeed the Council 6f Nice did not decree 

L 5 thii 
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thif whole affair) the C<»fubl!OTtiaRtjr oi 

the Trinity hath beea made the grandii 

Criterion of Orthodoxy or Right Think* 

ing, i* c. of not thinking at all. For ta 

pretend to think on what we confefledly 

do not underftandy nor can ever under- 

ftand^ and not ta think at ally feems to me 

mtich the fame thing. 

It is ftirprizing that Mankind fliould 
fuffer themfclves to be mocked^ abufed^ 
and infuked by certain dealers m hard 
words, who, when they are cHveny by 
men of Spirit^ out of every other fbrt,^ 
retire to the impregnable one of MYS- 
TERY, where they think thenrfelves fe- 
cure, and impudently defy all the attacks 
of human undcrftanding and commoff 
fenfe. Like the Philofophers of oldy who,. 
when they were puzzled to account for 
any phaenomenon in nature^ refolved it 
eafily by the convenient term of OCCULT 
QUAUTY^ 

Some 
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SoMF underffand by three Perfons is 
t^e Deity, three diftinift Beings or Mind3 
united together, in fome myfterious and 
omffiable nianner, 6> ai to> make \mt One. 
And this is the commoa notion of the 
Trinity, founded on the common mean- 
ing of the Word Perfon;. Others fay, that 
the three Perfons in the Trinity fignify 
three Qualities^; Modes or Diilinftions in 
the fame Divine Beinjg or Mind, viz. 
Divine Intelleft, Divine Self knowledge 
and Divine Complacence : and a great 
deal of Critical Learning hat^ been em* 
ployed to prove this meaning of the word 
Perfon. And yet thcfe two very different 
and contrary Opinions are both deemed 
Orthodoxj very Orthodox^ (witnefs South 
and Sherlock.) But how fo? Why, Be- 
caufe both patties agree in ufing the fame 
words to exprefs their different fentiments 
of what they both call a great Myjlery. 
And fo it would ieem that it is* not a 
Right Opinion, but the ufing a certain fet 

L 6 of 



of phrafes, whether they fignify This, or 
That, or No body knows what, that is 
required to denominate a Man Orthodox. 

The Fathers the nearer they lived tt> 
the times of the Apoftles arc fuppofed, 
in proportion to fuch nearnefs, beft to un- 
derftand and explane the Dodlrines of the 
Apoftles : and therefore the more ancient 
ftny Father is, he is fuppofed to be of 
proportionable authority. But Mr. Whif- 
ton hath proved, by irrefragable teftimo- 
nies, that the Fathers of the firft: 300 years 
after Chrift, had notions of the Trinity 
very diflferent from Athanalius. And if 
Antiquity in Councils produces a pro- 
portionable authority, the Council of An- 
tioch. Anno 270 which rejefted the Term 
Cmfubftantialy is greater in authority by 
more than 50 years, than the Council of 
Nice which eftabliihed it. 

Me If may innocently err in what they 
may be ignorant of without the hazard 

of 
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of Salvation. I acknowledge that I ain 
ignorailt of the nature of Siibftance, and 
cannot pretend to compare Siabftances with 
one another, fo 4s to find out the fame- 
nefs, the likenefs, the difference of Sub- 
ftances; yet I hope, through the mercy 
of God, I may be faved notwithftanding. 
I am fure that if I fhould, from malice, 
or obltinacy, or worldly Intereft, profefs 
to believe Opinions contrary to the con- 
viction of my mind, I fhould, by fuch 
falfe profefTion, very much endanger my 
falvation. 

The Bifhops ('EmxrKOTroi) by their very 
office, are fuppofed to be Overfeers or 
Guardians of the Peoples' Virtue. This 
was the defign of their Inftitution. But, 
for^fpme age$, they have, efpecially in the 
Church of Rome, looked upon themfclves, 
and defired that others fhould look upoa 
them, as Guardians of certain metapbiftcaly 
umntelligHle'DaElrims^ which have no relation 
to the Peoples' happinefs. Where Bifhops 

employ 
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tmptoy themfelves in the BrEt defijgir, t&ejr 
cannot have too much power -, wJicre, ia 
the latter, they cannot have too little* 

God know^ we have continual' occafioiv 
for Refbnnauon in Religion, and Govern- 
ment. Of the latter ouf Parliaments give 
tts frefh inftances every Sefllon* Of the 
former, the lives of moft people give ua 
frelh inftanceSs every day- Becaufe then. 
we have the greateft need of it, fhall we 
hate Reformation and treat even the very^ 
word with abhorrence ! Becaufe noxious^ 
Weeds grow up in our gardens, muft we 
rierefore let them remain, to the deftruc- 
tion of the moll ufcfol plants, which we 
fliould cultivate with the greateft cart. 
But the^truth of the matter is. Few peo- 
ple ftudy to promote the public happinefi, 
unlefs, by that means, they can promote 
what they call their own. The Affluence 
and Splendor procured by any Profeflion 
is apt to make the Pofieflbrs think, at 
leaft aflert, that the Profeflion, wit|i ^1 

thefe 
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. thefe Append^es, ought to be mainmfiied^ 
and preierved, juft as it is. Elevated oa 
the Mount of Honor^ and furrounded by 
ibch a blaw of Glory, they fay it is good 
for us to be berej and cannot bear the 
thought of defcending to the lower vrorh£ 
any more^ ^ \. 

The Light of the Gofpd came to u^ 
through the Medium of the Church o# 
Romer That Church was grofly corrupts 
ed when tjbey fent their MifQonaries to 
England, about the year 600^ to bring: 
this Nation into their Communion;, and 
became more and more corrupt every day^ 
by their avarice^ fuperftition and tyranny^ 
as ^y icnt others from that blef&d nur* 
fery* So that we need iio( wonder that 
this L%ht» coming through fuch a gro& 
corrupted Mediiim, fliould be ib far re* 
fhi^ed. from it's firait direction, as to 
make us fee Religion in points where it 
is not, and fhould make us quite lofe iight 
of it, where it rtalljf is* 

H4PPX 
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Happy would it have been for the 
world, if Men had reftcd in their Enqui- 
ries about Religion where God refted in 
his Revelation of it. 

An ambitious or avaricious mind may 
force a Man to belye his own fentiments. 

Ever fince Force and Temporal pun- 
ifliment have been ufed to propagate Noti^ 
cnsy they have been ten times, I may fay 
ten thoufand times, ufed to propagate 
Falfhood for once they have been ufed to 
propagate Truth. 

The Spirit of Party is the Madnefs of 
the Many, for the Gain of the Few. 

Conscience is the Faireft and the 
honefteft guide of Life : and it is only 
when we are influenced by fome low 
and bafe motive that we cafl: about for 
4iftin£tions and evafions, whereby to juf- 

tify^ 



tify or cxcufe ourfelves in adting contfiat^ 
ry to her diftatcs. 

It is a moft mifcrable flavery to fubmit 
to what you difapprove, and give up a 
Truth for no other reafon, but bccaufe 
you had not Fortitude enough to fupport 
you in aflcrting it. 

Let a Man ftudioufly labor to eulti- 
yatc and improve his abilities in the Eye 
of his Maker, and with the proiped of 
his approbation* Let him intirely rcflcQ; 
on the infinite value of that approbation ; 
and the hig^ed Encomiums that Maji 
can beftow, will vanilh into nothing, at 
the comparilbn. When we live in this 
mann(s;r, we find that we live for a great 
and gli^rious end. 

Only the clear and fteady Light of 
Truth can guide Men to Virtue. The 
Dodtrines which are dark and uncertajft, 

can 
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can only lead men to Darknefs and un- 
certainty. 

There is an high Mob as well as a 

Ioi;^r, that is, a People who do not th&k 

-for Themfclves, but are LED by Others. 

It has been faid that if a Man entertains: 
peculiar Notions contrary to the Received 
Opinions, he would aft wKely to keep 
them to himfelf, But the admitting of 
this Principle will fupprefi Truth rather 

than Error I would 4iave prevented the 
Propagation of Chriftianity at firft, apd 
the Reformation of later years. 

LEARNING) like Money, is not an End 
but a Means : and it is as blameable ta 
poflefs one as the other, without ufmg k 
for the Good of Mankind* 

■ 

What harm is it to us, if Fools con- 
4rain us ! They have always, from the 
•beginning of the world, exclaimed moft 

againfk 
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againft thofe v^ho would do them the 

greateft Good. 

* - 

The ftupid World moft honor pays to 
thofe 

Who oh xhtitUnderftanMng moft impofe. 

Some Prudent People are fo cautious 
of giving offence^ dxat rather than do 
it, they fufier even known Errors to 
be retained, and wiU not admit pf any 
alteration in them* But to whom would 
they give ^ncef To the ignorant, the 
fuperftitious, and the Bigots* So that by 
retaining thefe Errors they give encou« 
ragement to thefe fort of People $ and 
give offence to God, to Truth, and tQ 
Reafonable Men. 

SobRATEs^s Maxim was, that No mail 
is to be regarded before die Truth. 



■> 



The Difputes amongft Chriftkhs, con^' 
ceming the Do£trine& ^ their Rel%ion» 
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arc every whit as ridiculous as thofe whidi 
happened fome time ago amongft the Pa* 
tients in a certain Hofpital. The attend- 
(ing Phyfician^ who was a very eminent 
man in his profeflion, went amongft them, 
•and prefcribed according to their feveral 
cafes. Affoon as he was gone out, a Dif- 
pute was raifed by one of them about 
the color of the Doftor's hair. Another 
irfked what his Coat was made of. Then 
they began to ehqUirfe eonc^ning his Coun- 
try and his Anceftors. There was no end 
4>f thefe diilputes, as feveraj Champions 
" took feveral parts in them. Others then 
flatted Queftions concerning the. Phials 
/which contained their Medicines, fome 
vftlledging they were glafs, others chryftal, 
and others fomething elfe. Till at laft 
they were feized with fuch a madnefs of 
m^raf^Jingy that from ^ords they fell to 
blows, .Which foon :bcca(ioned fo: much 
confufion, bloodflied and Outcries amongft 
xiiem, that an Officer of the Houfe mlh- 

^ng in, and perceiving the caufe of thi$ 

fracas 
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fracas, cryed out to them aloud, O Yc 
Sympletohs;' leave off thefe idle difputes, 
and be content in taking the Medicines 
prefcribed to You. This Outrage, inftead 
of Curing," will effcftually deftroy you all; 
But what was the confequence ? Inftead 
of liftening to this wholefome advice, their 
utmoft rage was raifed againft him that 
gave it, they attack him as their common 
enemy, and he hardly efcaped out of the' 
Door with his life. 

'We kugh at the violent disputes there 
were in former times concerning the im- 
maculate conception of the Virgin Mary, 
and -the Day of celebrating Eafter^ about 
the cut of a Prieffs Beard, about the Falhi* 
on of i "Francifcan's hood and the Proper- 
ty of the Bread he eat, and many other 
Queftibns as important as thefe. But let 
us take care, that Pofterity will not have 
their rt^afons likewife to laugh at us, for 
djfpiites as infigniticant and as ridiculous.- 

The; 
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The Clergy <^ the Church of Rome 
iubfcribe to 24 Articles of Religion. The 
Clergy of the Church of England^ as 
more Orthod<») fubicribe to 39. 

It b (Afcrved by witty men that the 
difference between the Chwch of Rome^ 
and the Church of England is this, that 
the former cannot err ; and the latter is al^ 
wojfs in the right. 

All Divinity is comprehended in two 
Books* the Book of Nature and the Bocik 
of Scripture, A Divine fhould only be 
employed in confulting and explaining 
thefe : and if as much pains were taken 
to clear up what is obicure in thefe two 
Books, as there is taken to darken what 
is clear, fo much Light would ibon fliine 
out, as to make us fee, that All things 
in the Word, as well as the Works, of 
God are very good* 

QJJ E R I E S. 
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Q^U E R I E S. 



xfi. ^ TT7 HETHER the Socratic 
VV Method of afking Quef- 
tions^ be not a proper Method to find 
out Truth? 

2d. ^ WriBTHBR it be a SufEcient 
Reafon, Becaufe a Man wai of one Opi* 
nion on Monday, that he fliould not, 
upon better informatioh, be of another 
on Tuefday ? 

• . - 

3^. ^Whether Unchangeablends 
be not a DIVINE Attribute ? 

. 4^b. ^ Whetheh it i$,nQt highPre-^ 
i^umption, in any Creature, to pretend to 

m;? 
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Stb. ^ Whether it is not becomings 
yea honmrable^ in a Man^ when he finds 
that he has been in an Error, to acknow* 
ledge and retraft? 

6tb. ^Whether Confciencc ought 
not to be the grand Director of Life ? 

"jth. ^ Whether Sincerity is not at 
the bottom of All true Religion ? 

%tb.^ Whether every Man who 
continues to a£l: in the A^airs of Reli* 
gion, contrary to his inward perfuafion, 
is not an Heretic^ in the worft fenfe of 
the Word ? 

^tb. ^ Whether Every Member of 
Civil Society has not a Right to profefs 
what Opinions in Religion appear to him 
to be true, which are not inconfiftent with 
the Good of the State ? 

notb. ^ 



V 
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totb. ^ Whether a Man may not 
be a good Subjeft in Great Britaun^ a 
good Chriftian, and an ufeful Member of 
Society, though he do not give his Affhu 
mi Conftnt to JLL and EFERr THING 
contained in the Book of Common Prayer, 
Ordinals and 39 Articles ? 

11/*. ^ Whether there are an hun- 
dred People ki the whole Ifland, who do 
give an unfeigned Afient and Confent to 
tiiienj? 

iztb. ^ Whether the «»^reafon the 
Clergy have for Subfcribmg their unfeigned 
Aflent and Confent to All and Eveiy 
thing contamed in the Book of Conunon 
Prayer, Ordinals and Articles, is not the 
A£t of Parliament which makes this Sub- 
fcription neceffary, in order to enjoy Ec- 
clefiaftical Preferment ? 
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^3^b. ^ If another Ad was made, by 
the fame power, obliging All the Clergy 
to fubfcribe the Negative of this, in thefe 
words, I do not give my Affcnt arid 
Confcnt to ALL and EVERY THING 
contained &c. under penalty of forfeiting 
their Preferments, whether there would be 
One Forfeiting amongft them, from His 
Grace of Canterbury, to the laft Collated 
Viear? 

14/*. ^ Whether the Clergy would 
not be able to give to themfelves, and to 
the -World, much more fatisfaifory Reafons 
for. this laft Subfcription, than they have 
ever been able to give for the former ? 

' iStb. §1. Whether Granting Eccle- 
fiaftical Preferments upon the prefent hard 
Terms., is not gilding the Pill, which 
would never oth^rwife be fwallowed ? 

i6tb. Si 
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i6tb. ^ Whether this Pill does not 
often occafion terrible, and fometimes 
mortal, Convulfions in the ftomach ? 

17/*- ^ Whether in this cafe, Enie-* 
tics or Opiates are the mod efFcftual 
Medicines ? 

i%tb. ^ Whether Human Creeds 
and Articles are not more the Tcfts of 
a Party, than Standards of Truth ? 

19/*. ^ Whether the fcveral Per- 
fccutions and Dcftruftions which Chriici- 
ans have brou(^ht upon one another, from 
the Council- g(f Nice to the Council of 
Trent, and fo on, have not been occa- 
fioned by Articles and Creeds of Human 
Invention ? 

20th, ^ Whether out of every hun- 
dred Inftances of Punilhment upon ac- 
count of Religion, Ninety nine have not 

M 2 been 
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been inflicted upon the Frofeflbrs of the 
•Truth? 

ixft. ^ WHETHift Creeds, Article?, 
&c. are not allowed by all/ to be only 
the Means^ and not the Euds^ of Religion I 

%2d. ^ Whither the true Ends of 
Religion be not to promote Glory to God 
in the higheft. Peace on Earth, and Good 
Will towards Men ? 

23^. ^ If Means are found, by ex- 
perience, to dcfea^t the End, inftead of 
accompliihing it, whether thefe Means 
ought to be ufed any longer? 

^J^b. ^ Whether, the Holy Scrip* 
tures are not a Complete Rule of Faid\ 
and Manners ? 

« 

25/>. ^ If they be. What Neceffity 
is there for any Addition ? 

t 

%6tb. Si 
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i6tb. ^ Whether there be any end 
of thefe Additions ? 

27 tb.^ Who are' the beft Friends 
to the Church, They that would remove 
Errors out of it, or They that would 
keep them in ? 

2Sth. ^ If the Athanafian Creed had 
never been inferted in our Liturgy, Would 
it be now inferted? 

igtb. ^ Whether the onfy Pretence 
for keeping it tbere, is not, Becaufe it is 
there already ? 

20lb. ^ Whether Many^ Things 
which gave offence to Good Men, have 
not been formerly removed? 

31/. ^ Whether Offenfive things 
ought not always to be removed ? 

M 3 32d. ^ 
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^d. ^ Whether there was ever 
any thing in our Public Worlhip, that gave 
more or juftcr offence, both to Chriftians 
and Infidels than the Athanafian Creed ? 

^id. ^ Is Jiot Popery moft dangerous, 
even to the Liberty, and Political Con- 
ftitution,, of Great Britain ? 

34/i&. ^ Is not the firmeft Union 
amongft Proteftants, the moft effeftual 
Means to prevent it's progrefs, which is 
at prefent very alarming ? 

35th. ^ Is not fixing the Proteftant 
Religion upon true Proteftant Principles', 
the moft effcftual way to UNITE Pro- 
teftants? 

36/^. ^. Are not the Proteftant Prin- 
ciples ,the fame, by which Chriftianity 
prevailed at firft in the world ? 

37tb. ^ 
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37/iJr. ^ Is it not the fundaipcnt4 
Principle of the Reformation, as of Chrifti- 
anity itfelf, that the Word of God is the 
cnl^ Rule of Faith ? 

^Ztb. ^ Does not the Exiftence of 
the true Proteftant Religion, and confe- 
quently of true, Chriftianity, amongft us, 
depend upon adhering firmly to this Prin- 
ciple ? ' 

^9tb. ^ Qv Qnr not h^^Lsla particular 
Syftems to give place to this G E- 
NERAL one? 

j\Dtb. ^ Are not the Papifts them- 
fclves fenfible, that a fteady adherence 
to this one Principle, would overthrow 
their Tyranny and Superftition, and that 
Nothing elfe can ? 

^ift* i^- Are They not therefore more 
afraid of this SWORD of the Spirir, 

thaiV 
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than of A L L other Weapons that can 
be employed againft them ? 

42i. ^ Are not thefe things worthy 
of very ferious Confideration ? 
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